














T H-E 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 








For DECEMBER, 1786. 





teed 


A Hiftory of the Difcoveries and Voyages made in-the North. 
(Concluded from page 337.) , 


WE. have given a fufficrent fpecimen of our author’s dili- 

gence and attention, in collecting the fcattered frag 
ments of the ancient geography, in comparing the different 
accounts with the prefent fituation, and drawing probable ex- 
planations even from the myfteries of etymology. We have 
found fomewhat to blame’; and, indeed in a path fo obfcure 
and difficult, where it is fo eafy to wander, error is excufable, 
As we were detained fo long with the moft ancient part, We 
fhall ftep, with fome rapidity, through the middle ages, and 
enlarge a little on the more modern. 

The Italian voyagers are connected with thofe of other na- 
tions, when their objetts are fimilar, and the countties through 
which they travelled not very diftant. The travels of the 
rabbi Benjamin de Tudela, Joannes de Plano Carpini, Andreas 
Luciumel, William of Ruyfbroek, Haitho king of Armenia, 
Marco Polo of Venice, Oderic of Portenau, fir John Man- 
deville, Francifco Balducci Pegoletti, John Schildtberger, the 
ambaffadors of Mirza, Shah Rokh,. Jofaphat Barbaro, Nicolo 
Zeni, and Pietro Quirini, are detailed at fome length. On 
the whole, it forms a valuable acquifition to the geography of 
the north of Afia and Europe. The fituation of thofe coun+ 
tries in the middle ages is well defcribed, and the reputation 
of fome of the authors properly vindicated from the imputa- 
tions thrown on their veracity. Inthe travels of Marco Polo, 
we fee the origin of the geographical knowlege of an author, 
the companion of our childhood, and the admiration of our 
riper years, the ingenious Daniel de Foe, In the different 
garbs which he has affumed, he has often led his readers to 
confider him as an original obferver, and an hiftorian of au- 
thentic information. In the fecond volume of Robinfon Crufoe, 
the journey from China to Archangel is related in the fame 
impofing manner, and appears to be taken from the Venetian 
- traveller. The works of the authors whom we have men- 
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402 Forfter’s Hiftory of Difcoveties and Voyages. 
tioned, are with difficulty procured; but if they were really 


obtained, yet their difcoveries are explained fo advantageoufly © 


by Mr. Forfter, that they would be of little value, except as 
curiofities. In the account of the travels of the two Zenos, 
Mr. Forfter has, with great ingenuity, explained the conquefts 
of Zichmni, and fhowed that they really belonged to an an- 
ceftor of the prefent Sinclairs of Caithnefs and the Orkneys ; 
and that the conquered countries did not extend beyond 
Greenland, which is reprefented as much warmer than it is at 
prefent. Indeed the various defcriptions of the northern dif- 
coverers, the plants which they found wild, and apparently 
indigenous, in thofe, at prefent inhofpitable, regions ; the 
early progrefs of the northern natjons in navigation, and their 
keeping the feas, often in high latitudes, during the greater. 
part of the winter, ftrongly evince the fuperior warmth of 
their country at that time. We have-often had occafion to 
mention this fubjeét, and to contraft it with other accounts of 
a colder temperature, in the fame latitudes. It is enough now 
to obferve, to avoid the appearance of contradiction, that, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, the north was formerly warmer than at pre- 
fent; but the colder temperature of inland countries, and of 
wooded regions, when compared with the coafts, or that of 
cleared grounds, occafions the great ambiguity in different 
accounts. The caufe we have already had occafion to hint at. 
The comparative heat in the northern and fouthern regions in 
the fame latitude, is owing, in Mr. Foriter’s opinion, to lands 
fituated fo high up in the ardtic regions, which reflec the 
heat that the fea would have abforbed; but thefe lands alfo 
contain frefh water, which is frozen, and abforb mach heat 
in thawing. It is more probably owing to the contrary caufe; 
the abfence of land at the northern pole, and its exiftence at 
the fouthern, added to another confideration, that the greater 
part of the land in the fouthern hemifphere feems to have 
emerged, at a much later pericd, from the water; that it 
was cooled by extenfive evaporation, while this operation has 
been prolonged by the fudden growth of trees:in a luxuriant 
foil, which have impeded free ventilation. 

The diftrefles of Quirini are related with fingular pathos ; 
they form a very entertaining, and a very intereiting tale, 
‘There is a little contradiGtion in the. two following paflages, 
which we mention only to fuggeft an attention to it in another 
edition, and to obferve that inow-Wwater is not unwholefome. 


‘ I. muft confefs, fays Quirini, that I fwallowed as much 
fnow as I fhould find it very difficult to carry on my back. It 
feemed to me as though all my welfare and happinefs depended 
on my {wallowing it. However, this extragavant ey of 
now 
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fnow agreed fo ill with five of our men, that they died that 


fame night, though, indeed, we confidered the fea-water they 
had {wallowed as the caufe of their death,’ 

The following paffage occurs in page 231. 

.© We may obferve farther, that the drinking of fea-water 
proved very beneficial to thefe adventurers, and that the great 
quantity of fnow they had fwallowed on their landing did no: 
hurt them in the leaft. The different kinds of fhell-fifh, and 
the flefh of a dolphin, upon which they fed, undoubtedly ferved 
to keep them all alive.’ 

. Thefe accounts. are concluded with a View of the general 
State of Society during this Period, and with fome Strictures 
and mifcellaneous Remarks. Among the latter, the account 
of the rhubarb is curious, but not fo fatisfattory as that given 
by Mr. Coxe, in his account of the Ruffian difcoveries. From 
the relation of Hadfchi Mehemet, Mr. Forfter concludes that 
the genuine plantis not therheum palmatum: We well know 
that the cfficinal root is procured, indifcriminately, from the 
palmatum & undulatum. ‘The evidence adduced is not fuf- 
ficient to eftablifh the exclufive preference of the latter. Mr, 
Forfter thinks it may be cultivated to advantage in Germany, 
We know it may be procured in fufficient perfetion in Eng- 
land. The original fituation, in which the plant was firit 
collected, is eftablifhed with fufficient precifion, The remarks 
on the Gothic language, fo far as they extend, are yery 
curious, 

The next chapter relates to the Difcoveries of the Englith 
in the North. Thefe begin with the voyages of John Cabot 
and his three fons, and conclude with thofe of captain Cook. 
The great obje& has been to afcertain a north-eaf or a north- 
weft paflage: the former has terminated in the difcovery of 
Spitzbergen, and the northern coafts of Europe; the latter in 
that of Hudfon’s and Baffin’s Bay, through the ftraits called 
after the former of thefe able navigators, who lof his life in 
the purfuit. In this part of the work, much confufion arifes 
from the fmallnefs of the fcale on which the map is engraved, 
and a little inattention in referring ‘to the places named in it, 
We fo often tread over the old path, and repeatedly vifit capes 
and iflands, to add an infignificant one to the former difco- 
verjies, that we frequently with for more pleafant gales, and 
other feas. The relation of captain Cook’s laft voyage was 
written previous to the late publication; and the little inac- 
curacies in it, probably from the miftakes of our author’s co-- 
refpondent, are properly corre€ted by the tranflator, Mr. 
Foriter will ftill continue to call the ftrait between Afia an 1 
America by the name of Behring’s Strait. In fact, he wi'l 
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give the honouriof che name to any one but Cook; nor is.this . 


the only paflage in which we mect with fome attempts to-de- 
prive our great naval difcoverer of his laurels. Mr. Forfter 
may affign what reafons.he pleafes, but, in many paflages, we 
fee the ‘ veteris veftigia lammz.’ ‘The following account of 
currents is tolerably correct; and if it be not wholly fo, is 
- @nly owing to the author’s not combining this motion with 
that northerly motion, arifing from the diminution of the ve- 
locity of the fea’s furface at the equator ; in other words, to 
the diminution of the equatorial diameter.of the earth. 


© Thave alfo mentioned in my obfervations, that the fea be- 
tween the tropics, by reafon of its being conftantly. propelled 
by the eafterly winds, in the Atlantic towards the continent of 
America, and in the Pacific Ocean ‘towards China, New.Hol. 
land, and the Molucca Iflands, flows north and fouth along the 
coaft of the American continent, and comes in the temperate 
zone from fouth-weit to north-eaft, in the northern hemifphére ; 
and from north-welt to fouth-eaft, in the fouthern hemvifphere. 
Confequently we find, ‘that in the northern hemifphere a cure 
rent fets in from the bay of Mexico, north-eaftward towards 
Ireland and Norway; and from the coaft’ of Brazil, in the 
fouthern hemifphere, another current drives the waters of the 
ocean paft the Cape of Good Hope into the Indian fea. But, 
on the other hand, this current runs northwards againft Nor. 
way, and is repelled again from eait to weft on the weftern 
coaft of Greenland, in the northern frigid zone. In the fouth- 
ern hemifphere, the current going from the Cape breaks againft 
New Holland, and then in the frigid zone goes again to the 
weftward, which is the reafon, that beyond Terra del Fuego, 
near Cape Horn, and in‘ the Streights of Le Maire, we obferved 
d {trong current coming from the eaft, which we alfo took no- 
tice of even near Staaten Land and Newyears Hands. In'the 
South Sea, too, there are fimilar currents, viz. between the 
tropics from eaft to weft, in the temperate zones from welt to 


eail, and in the frigid zones again, from eaft to weft. _Thefe 


currents. in the fea. partly occafion alfo fimilar currents in. the 
air; which is the reafon that in the temperate zones the weftern 
winds predominate.in like manner as in the frigid zones. The 
eaft winds occar more frequently than any other winds; fo that 
Frobither’s remark is perfettly confiftent with truth.’ 


The fabfequent remarks we cannot pafs by, without ex- 
prefling the warmeft indignation at this attempt to leffen the 
credit of a country, which paid an attention to Mr, Forfter, 


at leaf equal to his real, if not to his aflumed merit. We 
know that this article.will immediately travel. to Germany ; 


and it fhall not go without our obferving, that the fa&t is not 
more falfe than the imputed motive. England has increafed 
_4n inhabitants, notwithftanding the wars; and it is on much 
av ) better 
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better grounds, that Newfoundland and Cape Breton have 
never been colonized,. Mr. Forfter can prove neither of the 
pofitions which we fhall wanfcribe. 


‘ This taking poffeffion of Newfoundland, effe&ted A. Ds 
1585, on the part of the crown of England, is the foundation 
of the rights this nation has to the fifhery carried on by her 
fubjects in thofe feas, which would be ftill more profitable for 
the Englith if Newfoundland were better peopled. But the 
revolt of the thirteen North-American colonies, the great de- 
creafe of population: in Great-Britain, in confequence of the 
frequent wars. fhe has been engaged in, and many other con- 
fiderations, make the Englifh extremely averfe, in every re- 
{pett, to promote the population and cultivation of thefe very 
fine iflands. There are in Newfoundland, as well as at Cape 
Breton, fuch rich coal mines, that if the crown would but 
grant leave to work them, their produce would be fufficient to 
fupply all Europe and America abundantly with this commo= 
dity ; and fome are even fo commodioufly fituated, that the 
coals might be thrown dire€tly from the coal-works themfelves 
into the fhips, as they lie clofe to the fhore. This piece of in- 
telligence I-had from my late friend, the. great circumnavigator, 
captain Cook, who, for feveral years fucceflively, had explored 
the fhores of this ifland, taken their bearings and refpective 
diftances, and Jaid them down on charts.’ 


The accounts of the difcoveries on the north-weift fide of 
Hudfon’s Bay, are pretty correctly ftated; but the author is 
ftill willing to believe, that a north-wef paflage may be dif- 
covered, Yet he tranfcribes, from Fox, a defcription of the 
iflands Refolution, Salifbury, and Nottingham, which are 
high on the eaft fide, and low on the weft: he remarks, that 
this faé proves, that when the fea burft impetuoufly into 
Hudfon’s Bay, and feparated thefe iflands from the main land, 
it muft have come from the eaft and fouth-eaft. A little re- 
fletion might have gone a ftep farther, and he might have 
afked, did it at that, or any future period, break through the 
whole continent, and efcape into the northern Pacific? Every 
circumftance of the flux, reflux, and height of the tides, would 
have told him that it had not. This is now confirmed on 
other grounds, but not more certain ones. 

As a fpecimen of our author’s defcriptive talents, we fhall 
tranfcribe part of his account of a Hudfon’s Bay winter, taken 
from James, who remained during this feafon at the fouthern 
part, where Hudfon had wintered many years before him. 

‘ The cold was moft terrible here, N. lat. 52 deg. 3 min, 
Wine, fack, oil, beer, vinegar, and even brandy, froze to 
folid ice ; fo that they were obliged to cut the firft of thefe 
liquors with hatchets and axes. A well which they had dog, 
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froze alfo: but a f{pring, at 200 or 300 fteps from their dwell. 
ing, did not freeze below the furface, though at the furface it 
was covered with ice and fnow. The fun and the moon aps 
peared on the horizon twice as long as they did broad, on ace 
count of the great qaantity of vapours with which the atmo- 
{phere was filled. The ifland was quite covered with forefts, 
but contained but few rein-deer, and fome arétic foxes. On 
the 31ft of January the atmofphere was fo clear, that captain 
James could very plainly perceive more ftars, by two-thirds, 
than he had ever feen before in his life. ‘The fea is frozen over 
évery night, two or three inches thick. The half-flood breaks 
this ice, and drives the flakes over each other, which freeze 
immediately together ; by this means the ice, in a few hours 
time. becomes five or fix feet thick, and the number of flakes 
and fields of ice is increafed to that degree, that the fea is en- 
tirely filled with them, and the water cools more and more 
every day, fo that at length it becomes intolerably cold ; for 
when captain James’s people waded in the fea-water in the 
month of December, though it froze upon their legs, yet they 
did not feel] it near fo fenfibly as in the month of June, when 
to their feelings it was fo fharp and piercing, that they could 
not bear to wade in it. Inthe month of February, that horrt- 
ble difeafe the feurvy,; made its appearance. ‘They bled at the 
mouth, their gums were fwoln, and fometimes black and putrid, 
and all their teeth were loofe. ‘Their mouths were fo fore, that 
they could no longer eat their ufual food. Some complained of 
fhooting pains in the head, others in the breait, others felt a 
weaknefs in their reins, others had pains in their thighs and 
knees, and others agai had {wollen legs. Two-thirds of the 
crew were under the hands of the furgeon, and neverthelefs 
were obliged to work hard, though they-had no fhoes to their 
feet, but inftead of fhoes, faftened clouts about them. In the 
open air the cold was quite infupportable, no clothes being 
proof againft it, nor any motion fufficient to keep up their na- 
tural warmth. It froze the hair on their eye-lids, fo that they 
could not fee, and it was with difficulty that they could fetch 
their breath. In the woods the cold was fomewhat lefs fevere, 
vet here they were afflifted with chilblains on their faces, 
hands, and feet. ‘The leaft degree of cold was within doors. 
On the outfide, the houfe was covered with fnow, two-thirds of 
its height; and withinfide, every thing was frozen, and hung 
full of icicles. Their bedding was quite ftiff, and covered 
with hoar froft, though their beds were almoft clofe to the fire 
in their {mall dwelling. The water in which the cook foaked 
the falt meat, froze within doors, though it ftood but three feet 
from the fire. But, during the night, when the fire was not 
fo well kept up, whilft the cook flept only for four hours, all 
was frozen in the tub into one lump. When afterwards the 
cook fozked the meat in a copper kettle, clofe to the fire, to 
prevent it from freezing, the fide near the fire was found to be 
quite warm, while the oppofite fide was frozen an inch a 
e 
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The account of the profits of the Hudfon Bay company’s 
trade is, we believe, not founded in faét; and his infinuation, 
of bribes having been otcafionally given to prevent a parlia- 
mentary enquiry, is highly unjuftifiable. We hope it will be 
attended to in a more proper place. : 

The Dutch voyages, if they can be cleared from fome fuf- 
picious circumftances, are more important. The wintering 
of the Dutch failors at Spitzbergen furnifhes fome interefting 
circumitances in natural hiftory; but it is now well known, 
that they fell a facrifice to their rafh attempt, and their jour- 
nal is not particularly detailed. The fabulous ftories of their 
failing within a degree of the north pole, we confefs we 
do not believe. If the reader attends to Mr. Barrington’s 
mifcellanies, he will find many idle tales of this kind; yet, 
when they were carefully examined, they fcarcely amounted to 
any thing remarkable: fo much had they been exaggerated by 
falfhood, and embellithed by fition. ‘The beft authenticated 
voyage, though far from an exact relation, is faid to have 
reached to near 85°. 


‘ At the time when the Northern Company in Holland was 
ftill in the fullnefs of her fplendour (viz. from 1614 to 1641), 
a fhip was difpatched to Greenland for the purpofe of. fetching 
train-oil, which ufed to be manufactured in Sewerenberge; but 
there being not a fufficient qaantity ready to complete the full 
lading, the captain, finding the fea quite open, failed ftrait on 
to the northward, and, at the diftance of two degrees from it, 
went twice round it. This he yfed to relate publickly, and to 
refer to his crew as witnefles of the fact. Vid. Zorgdrager’s 
Greenland Whale Fifhery (German), vol. ii. chap, 10, p. 162. 
—Wood alfo, as he himfelf informs us, was told by Mr. Jofeph 
Moxon, in 1676, that being in Holland about 2o years before, 
(confequently in 1656) he heard a very refpectable Dutch cap- 
tain of a fhip fay, that he had navigated under the very pole, 
where he found the weather as warm as it ufed to be at Amfter- 
dam in fummer. In fine, captain Goulden, likewife, who had 
made upwards of twenty voyages to Greenland, told king 
Charles the Second that, being about 20 years before in Green- 
land, he found himfelf, with two Dutch Greenland navigators, 
near Edge’s Ifland*, to the eaftward of that country, when no 
whales appearing near the fhore, the two Dutch captains re- 
folved to fail farther on towards the north ; which in fact they 
did, and a fortnight afterwards returned, and rejated that they 
had been as far as the 89th degree, and had met with no ice, 





© © Edge’s Ifland is probably one of the iflands belonging to that group 
difcovered by Ryke Yic. Captain Thomas Edge, who ‘made ten voyages 
to Greenland, difcovered this ifland, A.D. 1616; and in 1617, an land 
lying off Spittbergen, was, after Mr. Wyche, called Wyche’s Ifland.’ 
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but with a free and open fea, with large and hollow waves, as 
in the bay of Bifcay. The variation of the compafs there was 
five degrees, One of thefe captains afterwards happened to go 
to England, when captain Gould took him to fome of the 
members of the Northern Company, whom he fully convinced 
of the truth of his relation.’ 

The next fet of voyagers, whofe relations Mr. Forfter ex- 
amines, are the French; and this hiftory comprizes a period 
from 1504 to 1709. It prefents nothing peculiarly interefting. 

The Spanifh difcoveries are of more confequence. Juan de 
Fuca, and Bartholomeo de Fuente, are well known; but, as 
the pretenfions of thefe voyagers have been examined at fome 
length in captain Cook’s voyages, and have been the fubje& 
of our animadverfions in the review of that work, we fhall 
not enlarge on their relations. The laft voyage in 1775, by 
Don Bruno Heceta, &c. gives fcarcely any informatien which 
js not to be obtained from Cook’s account. 

The voyages of the Portuguefe in the North afford little 
that deferves remark ; and the moft curious part of the hiftory 
of the Danifh difcoveries, is. the pretended voyage of Baron 
Von Uhlefeld, in which he was faid to have difcovered a 
north-weft paflage; and that he came into the Pacific above 
California, through Hudfon’s Bay; but this curious tale is 
wholly fi@itious, though we cannot perceive how it could 
Jeffen the expectations formed relating to captain Cook, or 
$ take from the merit of this immortal man.’ - 

Of the Ruffian voyages our author gives only a fhort ab- 
ftract, as the fubftance is already well known, from Mr. Coxe’s 
account, and profeffor Pallas’s northern colleétions. In this 
abftra&t, however, he unreafonably magnifies what the Raffians 
have difcovered. ‘They had feen many capes and iflands, but 
fo little was exactly known, that, from their accounts, it can- 
not be at this moment determined whether they ever doubled 
Tfuchtkoi Nofs. ‘There is but one reafon to be given for this 
conduct, and it has been already hinted at. 

Mr, Forfter then haftens to the conclufion : the general obfer- 
vations are fo concife, and fo well known, that they prefent us 
with nothing that we are able to abridge, or that we with to 
tranfcribe. On the whole, we have as freely blamed as we 
have warmly praifed him. If confidered in the light of a 
compilation, this work is clear, exact, and valuable: where 
the author fteps out of his library, we meet with obfervations 
Jefs accurate, detailed with too little precifion, and accom- 
panied with too many prejudices, 
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A Chinefe Fragment : containing ax Enquiry into the prefeat State 
of Religion in England. 8vo. 5s. in Boards. Johnfon. 


Fa Bagments are not uncommon ; but they are generally de- 
ceitful. We have feen * Philofophical Fragments,’ and 
accompanied Akbur of Betlis in his imaginary journey; but 
if this is a work of the fame author, he has loft much of his 
good humour, of his acute remarks, and pleafant obferva- 
tions: the labouring compiler only remains. -'The explana- 
tory notes, which are too numerous, and too long, are tran- 
feribed from Du Halde, Le Comte, and fome other miffiona- 
ries: the text is diffufe and defultory. - 
In the Introduction we find a comparifon between the eu- 
logium of Chrift and Confucius. 


« —There are fome articles in this fyftem which ftrike me 
with wonder. I fee a God diftin& from his works, exift- 
ing felf-fuflicient and alone from eternity: I fee creation at 
the decreed period f{pringing forth at his command: I fee man 
placed in a paradife of delights, invefted with dominion, and 
adorned with innocence: I fee him incurring guilt, banifhed 
into a defert world, and followed with a long train of wretched- 
nefs: I fee his hopes encouraged with promifes of deliverance : 
in the fullnefs of time, the deliverer appears, works miracles, 
teaches virtue, dies, afcends above the heavens, and fheds on 
his difciples a myfterious power, to inftract, comfort andpuide 
them in their fucceflive generations, until he return in the cha- 


‘yacter of jadge, to pronounce finally on the whole human race. 


¢ Whether the fupreme principle Tien or Chang-ti be the 
material heaven itfelf, or only its animating foul or form; ora 
being uwnoriginated, all-perfect, and the free producer of all 
other beings, is a point in difpute with our philofophers. Of 
man’s primitive innocence and felicity, and of his lapfe, I per- 
ceive fome faint traces in cur claflical volumes; and I would: 
gladly underftand the frequent faying of Confucius, that the 

oly one fhould appear in the Weft, as an obfcure intimation 
of a Reftorer.’ 


After mentioning various fuperftitions, he goes on, 


¢ Lamentable profpeét to a philofopher! to behold the ents 
pire overfpread with profane ftructures erected to fubordinate 
{pirits, or to the dead, and fcarce a temple in honour of ‘Tien ! 
to fee multitudes of enthufiafts and impoftors with unwearied 
diligence diffufing their pernicious doétrines, while the wife 
maintain an impious filence! O ye difciples of Confucius! 
where is the zeal of your mafter ? why does it not animate you 
nobly to go forth, and whether in temples or upon mountains, 
to publith the law of truth! 

¢ Thus heroically ated the Chriftian legiflator: under the 
open firmament, in the face of danger and contempt, he ele- 
wated his voice to the nations, Hear ye fons of men, the Lord 
your 
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your God is one Lord, and ye thall love him to the utmoft ex. 
tent of your powers. Is there any thing of equal force and 
fublimity.in our fages? Again he proclaims, thou halt tove 
every man as thyfelf : a fentence which comprifes all that is ex. 
cellent in our morals. Thefe are doctrines which flow from the 
{prings of nature. For ought not children to love their common 
parent and one another? and is not our political fyftem framed 
upon this principle? but we have not duly extended it to the 
univerfal empire of Tien. Had Jefus then a larger view than 
Confucius 7” 


To compare thefe doctrines more particularly, the Chinefe 
examines our manners, to afcertain the effects of our religion. 
The refult, as may be expected, is not very favourable to us. 
* Befhrew the fombre pencil :’ when its colouring is unufually 
dark, we fufpec&t the truth of the refemblance; and whether 
our author has indulged his own fneers at religion under the 
fanétion of general practice, or whether his obfervations have 
been made in unfavourable circumftances, we will not deter- 
mine; but the picture is full of diftorted objects, and we think 
unfaithful reprefentations. | 

The afflumed Chinefe alfo mentions, in fupport of the little 
attention paid to religion, the general tenor of converfation, 
the neglect of public and private worfhip, negleét of the Bible, 
and a want of zeal in propagating the Gofpel. Thefe paf- 
fages are elucidated by quotations from the works of able di- 
vines; and the. author feems well acquainted with the fub- 
jeéts which he examines. 

If the ftate of religion be eftimated by the example of life 
and manners, from our author’s account, our fituation is not 
Jefs deplorable. We shall feleé& the fection on the Luxury of 
the Tables, becaufe it is one of the fhorteft. 


‘ But perhaps they are a nation that teach by example of life 
and manners. Hail then, thou happy people, that hait adopted 
the nobleft mode of inftru€tion, by thus exhibiting religion in 
its reality, after the world has been fo often abufed by fanéti- 
monious fhews and pretences! but let us try this example in a 
few initances. 

‘ The moft relaxed of our moralifts, confider a temperate 
ufe of the world as effential to a happy life, and demanded by 
the dignity of our nature. But is this a quality that makes 
impreilion on a Chinefe or an Indian, upon their entrance into 
this ifland? It ought, methinks, to be a prominent feature, 
that fhould ftrike their earlieft obfervation, and charaéterize a 
religion, that is held not to be of this world, and whofe bufi- 
nefs is to fubdue every worldly paffion and appetite. . 

¢. Now I muft own, that from all which I have feen of the 
lifeand manners of this people, I am in no wife impreffed with 
an idea of. fevere morality. Ihave obferved the luxury of their 
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tables, not without admiring its difparity with heathen abfti- 
nence. An Indian or Chinefe is fatisfied with his pot of rice, 
while an Englifhman cannot dine without laying the four quar- 
ters of the world under contribution; and after the materials 
are furnifhed, they muft yet undergo many elaborate procefies 
before they are adapted to a Chriftian palate. So that the 
homely bufinefs of eating has increafed the number of the 
{ciences, and is provided with its train of learned profeffors.? 

With the fame view he confiders levity of drefs, lewdnefs 
of all ranks, the defects of a modern education in all its 
branches. In this part we meet with little more than vague 
general declamation, and a conftant comparifon of our man- 
ners with thofe of China, which feem to be felected becaufe 
they are always preferable. 7 

The author next proceeds to offer his remarks on the lite- 
rary ftate; and we think his obfervations on modern brevity, 
on occafional effays, and on periodical publications, may be 
applied to his own work. 
mutatd nomine de fe 





Fabula 

Sterne is unmercifully abufed, and with very little founda- 
tion. In this literary review he fkims over the follies of fome 
wild metaphyficians, glances at the infidelity of the age in all 
its various forms, and does every thing fo lightly, that he is 
almoft afraid of being contaminated by the doétrines which he 
reprehends, Boyle, Newton, Locke, and Milton, are alone 
treated with refpect. 

The author’s political opinions are not of much greater con- 
fequence. The condué& of parliament, fo far as relates to 
national religion, is confidered at fome length, though we find 
nothing which would inftruct our readers either in an extra& 
or analyfis. The author is very angry with both houfes for 
their inattention to religion ; but does not include the three 
branches of the legiflature, for the king is excepted. 

Tite clergy are the next objeéts of our author’s attention. 
He confiders their behaviour, both in public and private ; 
their education in all its branches, and their preaching. In 
this part he is more full, and feems to have the honour of re- 
ligion and its profeffors at heart. We with there were no 
grounds for the following remarks: 

‘I obferve alfo a want of application to men’s bufinefs and 
bofoms inthe harangues of the pulpit. They carry much more 
the .refemblance. of formal exercifes at a college, than of fe- 
rious and manly addreffes to. an audience, in order to reproof, 
correction, and inftruction in righteoufnefs. But our preacher 
is not without his reafons for declining this apoftolical method: 
For who does not fee, that to reprove, correct, and an 
wou 
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would ‘be to fuppofe blame or imperfection in his hearers, and 
toatrogate an odious foperiority of knowledge and virtue’? ‘and 
that'this would be-wantonly to provoke their refentments, by 
a moft flagrant violation of modefty and politenefs? he there- 
fote very prudently confines himfe!f to general fentiments ; or 
if at any time he defcends ‘to particulars, it is always in favour 
of his auditory. For though he may now and then deal out 
his cenfures, it is merely the trick of an orator to lend’a credit 
tohisflatteries, by occafionally affluming the langwage of fin- 
cerity. ; But this is an ‘artifice only to be practifed by a mah of 
ingenuity ; and. therefore the ufual and fafe method is to read 
a dull lecture, with a fingle regard to this faving circumftance, 
40 give no offence *.’ 


After our author has furveyed the eftablifhed worfhip, and 
the character of its minifters, in the feveral ranks, he proceeds 
to the diffenters, who feem, in his opM¥ion, to be verging fait 
towards irreligion. The phyficians and lawyers fare, as may 
be fuppofed, little better ; nor are the marine and military 
departments exempted from his cenfare. 

This is the general fubftance of the work, which, notwith- 
ftanding fome equivocal circumitances, feems to have been 
written with good intentions, though we do not expect that.it 
will be fuccefsful. The vices of the age have been repre- 
hended: with more feverity, its follie¢s with'more wit. The 
work before us has neither force enough to make an impref- 
fion on the former,’ nor fpirit enough to affeét the latter. The 
author may, however, be confoled with the old adage—* In 
magnis voluiffe fat eft.’ 





= 


Differtations on the Origin, Nature, and Pur/uits, of Intelligent 
~~ Beings, and on Divine Providence, Religion, and Religious 


Worfoip, By F. Z. Holwell, F.R.S. 8v0. 25. 6d. Cadell. 


TPHOSeE who are acquainted with Mr. Holwell’s former 

tracts, will not be furprifed at this whimfical, rambling, 
and inconfiftent cento of eaftern theology, adapted to European 
deifm, or at the curious offspring, derived from-this very un- 
natural conjunction, The origin -is Oriental: there is one 
God, who willed, and, by that will, created angels of dif: 
ferent degrees-; but, as thefe rebelled, they were banifhed from 
heaven, and the planetary fyftem was contrived for their ha- 
bitation. . We are thefe angels, rather of a better kind than 





_ ¢ * Which, fays the late bifhop Warburton, is the thing of all to be moft 
dreaded, by thofe who know the world, See the Confeflional, p. 347. 
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thofe which animate dogs.and horfes, who, in their;turn, a 
fomewhat more innocent than thofe ‘ poor devils’ fent,,to, 
mate. wolves, tygers,,and lions, There isa part.of the ea ““ 
{yflem, which Mr., Holwell has omitted. As they behaved.well, 
the original fyftem- builder advanced them in their; rank, and 
they might, in time, become angelsagain, Our-authog, on 
the contrary, gives them intuitive kaowlege, when the animal 
dies, to jump; into one. of .a fimilar kind, while.the Deity, 
wrapt in. Epicurean. ftate, is little anxious about the'evenats 
Thus the poft-horfe, thowgh a tolerably good ‘angel, toils om 
in the fame diftrefs, and we fee no ‘limits to the fufferingss 
This is only abfurdity :we cannot ‘brand it with ‘impiety 5 
for the Deity who ¢an form beings ‘with -this intuitive knows 

g¢, who can originally’conneé the feveral caufes and effets, 
nrait be truly omnipotent and fapreme.| “Mr. Holwell, ‘how- 
evef, allows his créaturés free ageacy, while the Deity him, 
{elf does not depart. from his: pre-eftabJifhed Jaws in favour of 
any individuals, In fhort, confidered caller Wed Are.tog 
horrid ia fet of FSallen.angels to, delerve his.care 


10© Te will be ‘objected, that if this be really and traly the 
eafe, and thatthe deity does not interfere, otherwife thaniby 
his general laws and providence, in the goverament of the world 
and its inhabitants, the inutility of all» rcligion and religions. 
worthip is neceffarily implied. . Noto, abfolutely, aboarfubs 
fey ent’ fegtions ‘fhall evidence ; but the trade, the traffick, 
the external pomp, parade, and cerenionials of all religious 
worfhip’ exifting, certainly are; and: mutt undergo-a feVere 
atraignment and«profecution. Let as .ferioufly : (if, pofible) 
take a view of all the fyftems of religious -worthip..inethe 
known world, from times almolt immemorial to the prefent day's 
let us.comment on their various contradictory, iddlatrous, -puyee 
tile, non-effential, ridiculous, legerdemain tricks and ceremo- 
nies, and unceafing {chifms, aanexed to them all without CX~ 
ception; and then aik ourfelves whether we can conceivé, ‘coH- 
fiftently with reafon, that fuch a motley worfhij can’ “be 
pleafing to God, which appears juftly ridiculous i in ie eyes'of 
man ?? 

Mr. Holwell then confiders thefe ticks’ of different rete. 
gions; and, as may be fuppofed, is not Very complaifant to 
their profeffors. He is not more fo to the profeflors of other 


{cientes. Al]; in his opinion, is vanity, and he énideavdurs 


to prove it; but he proves only ‘his want of capacity to jadge 
of the true tendency and utility of either fcience which he 
has mentioned : ‘we will fele& the fhorteft, and one inf which 
he is tolerably fuccefsful. Rea 


‘ Politics, or the arts of legerdemain, fineffe, circuniven- 


tion, deceit, and fraud. Surely it can be no-offence to fay, 
that 
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that-the interfering hand of providence has no fhare in this 
dirty bufinefs.’ ee 3 : 


“He then returns to the clergy, and accufes them of nume- 


yous and ‘horrid crimes ; but the great offence is, that they are 


not Unitarians. 


* Enthuofiafts may boaft ‘* the influence of an enlightened 
_ religion,” and draw a juft preference to the original dottrines of 
Chrift, on a comparifon with the Koran of Mahomet ;. but, 
alas! ftubborn facts are againft our hopes of a converfion to 
this enlightened religion in the inhabitants of the Eaft, as it is 
gow profeffed, It is not the real dodfrines and precepts of Chrifts 
shat are now either preached or practifed. .And does not the an- 
pals of Chriftendom, for a feries of centuries, exhibit fuch ine 
ftances of {uperftition, perfecution, cruelties, and butcherin 

committed under the pretended .fan¢tion, influence, and title, 
of this enlightened religion, which were never yet perpetrated 
by Jew, Turk, or Pagan ? On what grounds or bafis, then, can 
we expect converts to fuch @ religion, which had neither ability 
or UNtFoRMITY, for half a century from its firft ier 1g 
Its divine author, and divine precepts, may virtually “be faid 


to have been a million of times crucified, fince the facrificeof 


himfelf, in fapport of his doctrines; the teachers of the pre- 
fent enlightened fyftem, fubfcribing. to articles of faith: they 
neither comprehend or believe; and every fect afluming the 
name and title of Chriftians, without poffefling one iota of the 
genuine fpirit of Chriftianity, either in fentiment, purity of 
worthip, or difcipline.’ . Pa 

We next arrive at a new reformation ; all the church ‘pof- 
feffions are to be annihilated, and each living is to be amply 
endowed with the fpoils, ‘The Liturgy is to be made very 
fhort and fimple. Every part which relates to atonement and 
mediation to be omitted, and Chrift is only to be mentioned 
as the moft perfect of created beings. The new Liturgy is 
fubjoined, and is not very different from that of our church, 
‘with the variations which we have mentioned; but it is very 
confiderably thortened. _. | ) : 

Refle&ions of this kind fill the eccentric performance... The 
author feems rapidly verging to fecond childhood, and 

r——~ garrit Aniles 
| Ex re Fabellas, 

Perhaps we have followed him too clofely. In fa&, we 
Jooked on. him as a curiofity ; and, as he had entertained us, 
we thought he might entertain our readers; we were pretty 
certain that he could do no injury to fcience or religion, ‘There 
are fome traces of good fenfe and information in his Differta- 
tion, occafional appearances of lucid intervals; but the good 
man foon relapfes into his reveries ; we are forry for him. , 
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Introdufion to Aftronomy. In a Series of Letters, from a@ Pre- 
_ ceptor to his Pupil. Hluftrated with Cepper-Plates. By Fobu 
Bonnycaftle. 8vo. 75. in Boards. Johnfon. 


5 inant popular Letters are defigned to awaken curiofity 
rather than to gratify it. Mr. Bonnycaftle allows that a 
work of this kind muft be fuperficial ; and, from its nature, 
it muft be unavoidably deficient in many particulars. We 


fhall admit too, that, in fuch circumftances, fcrupulous accu-. 


racy cannot be attained, or {cientific allufions properly under- 
ftood, by thofe for whom the Letters are intended, If we 
farvey the work with thefe confiderations, we hall find much 
to commend. The illuftrations are clear and appofite ; the 
whole detail familiar and judicious. 


¢ The principal object in view, throughout the, whole per- 
formance, has been to avoid, as much as poffible, all compli- 
cated mathematical principles and calculations, and to elucidate 
the moft ftriking particulars, in as popular and eafy a manner 
as the nature of the fubje&t would admit. For this purpofe, 
fach’ parts of the fcienee only have been chofen, as feemed 


mof likely to excite the curiofity and attention of the un- 


informed reader; and to give him a tafte for thofe ftudies and 
purfuits, which, whilft they afford many practical advantages 
in fome of the moft important concerns of life, are of the 
greateft utility in forming and directing the mind, and incul- 


cating thofe liberal and enlarged ideas, which are the diftin- 


guifhing charatteriftics of a well regulated education, and-the 
brighteit ornaments of human nature.’ 


The different parts of his fubjeét, which Mr. Bonnycaftle 
has particularly examined, may be properly learned from pe- 
rufing the'titles of his Letters. 


« Letter I. On. the Ufe and Advantage of Aftronomical. 


Learning.—IJ. Of the Figure and Motion of the Earth. 
III. Ot the Solar Syftem, and the Firmament of the fixed 
Stars.—IV. Of the Syftems of Ptolemy, Tycho Brache and 
Copernicus.x—V. Of the Syftem of Des Cartes.—VI..Of the 
Diktoveries of Kepler and Galileo; and of the Newtonian 
Syftem and Difcoveries.—VII. Of the Nature of the Tides, or 
the Caufe of the Flux and Reflux of the Sea.—VIII. and IX. 
Of the Latitude and Longitude, and the Methods of difcovering 
them.—X. Of the different Lengths of Days and Nights, and 
the Viciflitudes of the Seafons.—XI, Of the Natural and Ar- 
tificial Divifions of Time.—XII. Of the Equation of Time, or 
the Difference between Mean Time and Appareat.—XIII. Of 
the Reformation of the Calendar.—XIV.-and XV. Of the 
Menfuration of the Earth:— XVI. and XVII. Of the Diftances 
and Magnitudes of the Sun, Moon, and Planets.—XVIII. Of 
the Motion, Refraftion, and Aberration of Light.—XIX. Of 
| the 
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the Confiellations, and the Phenomena of the fixed Stars.—- 


XX. Of the. Phanomena and Affections of the Sun, Moon, 
and Planets.—XX!. Of the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon.— 
XXII. Of the new Planet, and other Difcoveries. An Expla- 
_ Nation of the principal Terms made ufe‘of in Aftronomy.’ 


The firft Letter is a very elegant and juft defence of the. 


fcience : it is a very proper introduction to a fyftem of aftro- 
nomy,-as it delineates its numerous advantages in a manner 
which neceffarily prepoffeffes the reader in its favour. _ That 
on the * Figure of the Earth,’ relates only to its general glo- 
bular form ; the difference between the equatorial and polar 
diameters, together with the menfuration, on which our know- 
lege in this refpe&t is founded, occurs im the fourteenth and 
fifteenth Letters, , ' 

The defcription of the different planets, and the various 
fyftems ‘of the world, is clear, accurate, and explicit. A whole 
Letter is employed in delineating the fyftem of Des Cartes, 
We fhall extra& our author’s account of it. and the vortices, 
which are lefs known; but it fhould have been introduced 
with an explanation of his fyftem of matter.. We fhall fub- 
join it, 

¢ Renes des Cartes, a French philefopher, who was born in 
the year 1596, was the author of this new fyftem, which has 
been fo highly extolled, and confidered by many as.the moft 
extenfive ‘and exguifite in its contrivance of any that has yet 
been imagined. Endowed with a bold and elevated genius, he 
fcorned to, fubje&t himfelf to the fervile drudgery of obfervation 
and experiment, but attempted to unveil al] the myfteries of 
nature at once; and thought it beneath him to offer any thing 
to the world lefs than a complete and finifhed fyftem. 

‘ In order to attain this grand purpofe, he begins his Prin- 
cipia, ‘by endeavouring to eftablifh a clear and perfect idea of 
the exiftence and attributes of the Supreme Berg; which he 
makes to depend upon our inward cenviction that fuch a being 
actually is ; and from this abfolute and certain knowlege of the 
Deity, he attempts to deduce an explication of his works, that 
by this fiieans, we may acquire the moft perfect kind of fcience, 
which is that of deducing effeéts from their caufes. 

.* From the veracity of the Deity, he infers the reality of 
material obje&s which are-reprefented to us as exifting without 
us; and, by placing the effence of matter’ in extenfion, con- 
cludes, that there can be no fuch thing as a vacuum, or fpace 
void of body or material fubftances ; but that all nature is ab- 
folutely. replenifhed, and that there muft be an univerfal 
plenum. - | Df 

‘ All felf-evident propofitions and axioms are made to des 
_ upon the mere will and arbitrary choice of the Supreme 

cing; and, after explaining the formation of marter, and its 
8 divifion 
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divifion into different elements, he next proceeds to fhew how the 
univerfe might have affumed its prefent form, and may be for 
ever preferved by mechanical principles. 

‘ To account for the motions of the celeftial bodies, the fun 
is fuppofed to be placed in the centre of a vaft whirlpool of 
fubtile matter, which extends to the utmoft limits of the fyftem 
and the planets, being plunged into fuch parts of this vortex 
as are equal in denfity with themfelves, are continually dragged 
along with it, and carried round their feveral orbits by its con- 
ftant circulation. Thofe planets which have fatellites, are Jike- 
wife the centres of other fmaller whirlpools which fwim in the 
great one; and the bodies that are placed in them, are driven 
round their primaries in the fame manner as thofe primaries are 
driven round the fun. 


‘ Now as the fun turns upon his axis, the fame way that the 
planets move round him, and the planets alfo turn round their 
axes the fame way as their fatellites move round them ; it was 
imagined, that if the whole planetary region was filled with a 
fiuid matter, like that hefore mentioned, the fun and planets, 
by a conftant and rapid rotation on their axes, would commu- 
nicate a circular motion to every part'of this medium, and by 
that means drag along the bodies that {wim in it, and give them 
the fame circumvolution,’ 

Des Cartes fuppofed that the world was originally full, and 
that matter confifted of atoms, in the form of cubes, clofely © 
compatied. Thefe were fet in motion; and, by attrition, 
the angles were abraded, and formed the materia primi ele- 
menti: the abraded particles were again agitated, and, in the 
fame way, produced the materia fecundi elementi, and fo on. 
From thefe different materials he formed not only his whirl- 
pools, but his planets and fun. It is a little furprifing that a 
man of Des Cartes’ mathematical knowlege fhould not have 
feen that a cube, moved fo as to reft on one angle, would take 
up more room than when refling on a fide; and that by his 
hypothefis there was no more room, fince the whole univerfe 
was fuppofed to be quite full. The way that this difficulty 
has been eluded is, by affuming motion as given, that is, 
affuming what, from hypothefis, was impoffible.- ‘There is a 
pleafant philofophical romance, entitled a Voyage to the 
World of Des Cartes, in which his abfurdities are ridiculed 
with great humour; yet this philofopher poffefled extenfive 
knowlege, a vaft fund of ingenuity and invention. He tells 
us that he had framed many fyftems of the world, and was 
only in doubt which to chufe for publication: we fear that he 


chofe the wortt. 


On the Difcoveries of Kepler and Galileo, Mr. Bonnycaftle 
has very properly explained the genius of the former, and his 


Vou. LXII. Dec, 1786, Ee fecret 





‘ 


418 Laughttn’s Progre/s and Eftablifomént of Chriftianity. 


fecret attachment to aftrology.. ‘The fingular argument which 
he ufed was this: : . 

«¢ The ftars,” fays he, “act upon terreftrial things in the 
fame manner as light ads. upon the eye, found upon the ear, 
or heat and cold upon the fenfe and feeling.” , 


His more important difcoveries, difcoveries on which New- 


ton founded his fyftem, our author has detailed at a proper 


length. We cannot refift tranfcribing the condemnation and 
palinodia of the venerable aftronomer Galileo. It is at once 
a proof how high unaflifted reafon can rife, and how low it 
can fall. 

«+ Soutenir que le foleil immobile & fans mouvement Jocals 
occupe le centre du monde ; eft une propofition abfurde, fauffe 
en_philofophie, & heretique, puifqu’elle eft contraire au te- 
moignage de l’ecriture. I] eft egalement abfurde & faux en 
philofophie de dire que Ja terre n’eft point immobile au centre 
du monde; & cette propofition confiderée theologiquement, 
eft au moins erronée dans la foi.” After this, the following 
abjuration was dictated to him, which he was obliged to fign. 
*¢ Moi Galilée, a la foixante-dixieme année de mon age, con- 
ftitué perfonnellement en juftice, etant a genoux, & ayant de- 
vant les yeux les faints evangiles, que je touche de mes propres 
mains, d’ un coeur & d’ une foi finceres, j’abjure, je mandis & 
je detefte les abfurdités, erreurs, héréfies, &c.”’ 


The Difcoveries of Newton, and the little fteps which con- 
duéted him, are detailed very advantageoufly : the phenomena 
of the tides are explained in the ufual way; and the hiftory 
of opinions on this intricate fubject well related. The follow- 
ing Letters on Latitudes and Longitudes, different Lengths of 
Days and Nights, and the Viciffitudes of Seafons, afford no- 
thing fo particular as to lead us to enlarge on them. The other 
Letters are equally clear and ingenious; but, as we have 
given fufficient fpecimens of the author’s talents, we need not 
again tranfcribe the contents of his chapters. On the whole, 
we have not feen an elementary performance better adapted to 
attract the attention, and to gratify the curiofity of the ftu- 
. dent. tert 


—~ 


The Progrefs and E fablifbment of Chriftiauity, in Reply to the Fif- 
teenth Chapter of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. By 
George Laughton, D.L. 4toe 25, O64. Law. 





‘ 


Hatever force or confequence the number of anfwers which 

Mr. Gibbon’s Fitteenth Chapter hath occafioned, may be 
fuppofed to give to his arguments, we think the world mutt allow 

they are at leaft a proof of thé vigilance of the clergy; fo er, 
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of whom appear to ftand ready with voluntary aid to repair the 
breaches an adverfary may make in their venerable citadel: But 
let fuperficial and inconfiderate perfons beware of the conclu- 
fions they are too apt to. draw from firft appearances; Mott of 
the anfwers which have been. publifhed in confequence of this 
famous chapter, though they appeared fucceslively, may, from 
the inconfiderable interval between éach of them, be fairly fup- 

fed to have begn written nearly at the fame time ; and there 
will be no unreafonable degree of candour in concluding, that 
the later publications on this fubje&t have not taken rife from 
any idea of thofe preceding them wanting ftrength or fufficiency, 
Each anfwerer has feen Mr. Gibbon’s attack in his own point 
of view, and adapted his defence accordingly. Without our 
cafting a particular retrofpect on the merits of this conteft at 
this late feafon, may we be allowed to fay, that, as the affailant 
has patiently fuffered fome blows from fuch. opponents, as the 
world cannot believe him to contemn, the refult is; he may: 
judge the breach he had made too well repaired, to give him 
hopes of great fuccefs in future attacks on the fame quarter ? 

‘We fhall not now, for reafons which we fhall affign at the 
end of the next article, examine the particular force of Dr, 
Laughton’s Reply ; but we apprehend our readers will thank 
us for the following eloquent apoftrophe, at the conclufion of 
his pamphlet, on the f{pirit of Chriftianity, and the beneficial 
effects of its eftablifhment on human fociety, as contrafted with 
his interrogatory doubts on the fubjeét of Infidelity. 


‘ May Ibe permitted then to afk, how came it that poor. 
fimple.tifhermen gave a more brilliant account of the attributes 
of God, and taught a more retined morality, than all the fages 
of Greece and Rome; that their doctrines wore a fublimer 
fpirit than had ever refied upon the fons of men? And can my 
reafon reject tenets which promote peace, harmony, ’love, and 
benevolence ? Can my judgment ceafe to admire thofe doctrines 
which breathe affection, animate the heart to virtue, and delight 
the foul ? Nothing human produces thefe! Mutt I not thmk 
then they are the difpenfations of a Being fuperior to mor- 
tality ? : 

¢ Should I confent to become 4n infidel, muft I not, as a rae 
tional creature, firft be fatisfied of the merits of infidelity, and 
enquire what are the advantages of it? If I may, I afk, has it 
any peculiar grandeur to ftrike the imagination ? Will it irra 
diate the foul with glory, or give health to the body ? Will it 
fill the mind with wifdom ? Will it foften the afperity of out 
tempers, fubdue inordinate paffions, pour into the heart humane 
fenfations, or add dignity to our nature ? Will it bring any be-« 
nefit to civil fociety, adorn mankind with elegance of mannérs, 
or virtuous refinements ? Will it.increafe domeftic. happinefs, 
or inforce the kind endearments of filial love add harmony ? 
Will it communicate a fpirit of kindnefs and indulgence to 


matters, of juftice and mercy to magiftrates, of humility and 
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obedience to fegvants and fubjects ? Will it ftrengthen or enlarge 
the national power? Will it enrich the people, and fpread the 
bounteous gifts of nature over our vallies? In’a word, will it 
advance the glory of God, or the /happinefs of mankind ? If 
thefe are not its effects, the dagger of Brutus, reeking with the 
blood of Czfar, cannot be fo odious to ‘gratitude and humanity, 
as infidelity muft be to all lovers of God, and friends of civil 
fociety. , 
¢ We too well know that penal laws, backed by the checks 
of confcience, and denunciations of divine vengeance, are in- 
capable of reftraining many from actual crimes, and we cannot 
doubt that numbers, which make by far the greater part of the . 
community, who now cultivate focial virtues from religious 
motives, and a defire of being efteemed, if deprived of ‘their 
religion, ‘and inftructed that no good character was to be at- 
tained by acting according to the principles of Chriftianity, 
would inftantly give up their benevolence,’ their defire of well- 
doing, and, regarding only themfelves, care not how much 
mifery they brought on others. A wretched profpeét this, big 
with public deftruction and private horror, every degree of 
mifery that can afflict the human heart; independent of the 
evils it muft bring on fociety, were we induced to think that 
God is regardlefs of us, to whom. fhall we look for confolation,. 
when terreftrial things have loft the power of pleafing, or com> 
bine to make us miferable ? If the taireft virtues can fhine for 
time only, how will our eftimation of them be reduced? H 
we think that the powers of the mind, which extend their ho- 
rizon through the vaft expanfe of heaven and earth, can receive 
no other reward than the compliments of fociety, how trifling 
would be their acquifition ; and how unjuft fhould we be to 
God, to think that he has endued us with capacities never to be 
gratified, and expects us to facrifice temporal pleafures for re- 
yerfionary joys, never to be granted. 
_ ¢ Even the tongue of nature fpeaks nobler thoughts than 
thefe! Here fhe difplays the power of God, there the divine 
{pirit ; and we reflect not for a moment,: without difcerning the 
corre{pondence between his works and his word ; thefe feed our 
bodies, this our fouls, and they mutually unite to give us com- 
fort and blifs. How-can we then believe that our fouls and 
bodies are not enlightened and protected of God ? How fhall 
we open our eyes to the vifible providence that operates every 
moment in our favour, and not exclaim, God is my guide, my 
inftructor, my fupport, and felicity ! Tell me not that the bright 
endowments of reafon fill the mind with complacency, and il- 
luftrate the man ; that virtue diffufes from itfelf peace and joy- 
Look around, and you will fee the moft extenfive field of reafon 
ftrewed with wretchednefs,- and virtue every moment pelted by 
the hand of malice, the furies of depraved. paffion ; thefe muft 
deftroy the infidel’s pretenfions to- felicity, but they cannot 
reach the Chriftian’s; he builds his happinefs on juaioneey 
. - the 
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the favour of God, not on reafon or temporal endowments ! 
Although the fun did not fpread its benign influence over cre- 
ation, although a ftar did not ‘arife to direct the benighted tra- 
velier, but left the world veiled in perpetual darknefs, he could 
ftiil litt up his heart to heaven, and draw, from the iplendor of 
coeleftial glory, light and peace to his foul. Happy endowment! 
blifsful prvilege ! Would a humane and benevolent fpirit defire 
to rob him of it? Would any one, who wifhed -well to his 
fellow-creature, drag him from the arms of his God, and plunge 
him into doubt, diitraction, and defpair? Certainly he would 
not. Happy would it be for our nation did this fpirit ef bene- 
volence reign amongit us, then infidelity would not have found 
an opportunity to make the ravages it does on focial union; we 
fhould not have heard the inherent rights of nature urged is 
oppofition to chaftity, temperance, and decorum; to the obli- 
gations of fociety and civil obedience. When the mind is in- 
fluenced by motives fuperior to temporal confiderations, it pro- 
motes the works of honour and honefty, indulges the finer fen- 
fations of humanity, advances the growth of virtue and fame, 
the fair offspring of union, harmony, and obedience : but when 
infidelity has gotten. poffeffion of it, the dilinterefted principles 
of humanity.can have no admittance, and having felf always 
in view, it encourages a fpirit of deceit, has no confidence, 
prides itfelf in the equality of nature, and levels all orders of 
men ; this deftroys humility and fubordination, fwells the in- 
ferior clafs of fociety to high notions of their own importance, 
makes them diffclute, prompt to riot, apd become the tools of 
the artful, to fubvert all order and ‘government. Thefe truths, 
demonttrated by frequent experience, have too fatal a tendency 
not to make every lover of his country tremble at their effeéts, 
and muft animate every perfon of true worth, to encourage and 
fupport the growth of Chriftianity.’ 





4.Reply to Mr. Gibbon’s Vindication of fome Paffages in the Fif- 
teenth and Sixteenth Chapters of the Hiftory of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire. Containing a Review of the Errors 
baa ee in thefe Chapters. By Fames Chelfum, D. D. 25.6d. 
ooion, 


Lthough in our review of Mr. Gibbon’s Vindication, &c- 
which appeared in. our Forty-feventh Volume, Jan. 1799, 

we concluded that article with fuppofing ‘ that the admirers of 
our excellent hiftorian would not fail of being extremely pleafed 
with this mafterly Vindication,’ we did not mean that every 
tittle of it was unanfwerable ; nor did we fay, he had under- 
taken to defend himfelf againft every objection his adverfaries 
had brought againft him. Had we gone fo far, juftice due to 
the author of the Reply before us, might have obliged us to 
fome fort of retraétation, But all this elegant hiftorian’s learn- 
Ee.3 ing, 
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ing, eloquence and wit, have proved infufficient to'coiivince us 
he is infallible, or that: any of his antagonifts have’ ‘wanted 
merit, or have been unworthy of attention. Dr: Chelfum’s 
candour in acknowledging his own miftakes, where they have 
been proved, deferves great praife ; and we have no reafon to 
doubt the learned hiftorian will foliow the example, where his 


errors have been made equally evident ; of which we think in< 


ftances are not wanting. ‘ 

As we apprehend the controverfy between Mr. Gibbons and 
his adverfaries now at an end on the Fifteenth and Sixteenth 
Chapters of his work, and that the learned world are pretty 
well decided in their opinions from the arguments of each party 
before them, we fhali avoid entering farther than we occafion- 
ally have done into the merits of either. 





Poetical Effays by a oung ’ Gentleman of the Univerfity [of 
Oxford.] 8vo. 1s. 64. Baldwin. 
yHs colleétion opens with an Elegy addrefled to the * Me- 
mory of a worthy Family in Weftmoreland,’ and not a 
ftanza of it is undeferving critical attention. 
€ Where yonder rival mountains court the tkies 
There dwelt in Hymen’s bands a worthy pair ; 
Innocence, {weet innocence, gliften’d in their eyes, 
And virtue, rural virtue, was their care.” 

The repetition in the laft lines is peculiarly ftriking. But, 
though this * worthy pair’ not only cultivated virtue, but 
* rural virtue’ alfo, the next ftanza feems to render it extremely 
queftionable. 

_ € Their minds though fimple (fram’d not to deceive) 
Beyond the trifles of the world could foar, 
A hand to give, and pity to relieve, 
Was all they wanted, and they wifh’d no more.’ , 
Are we to underftand by this that they neither pitied nor wifhed 
to relieve the wretched ; or that all they defired was tobe 
endued with a compaffionate difpofition, and abilities for that 
urpofe ? In the next place we find that though the cleareft 
Iky is fometimes clouded (who told the poet fo ?) their bappi- 
gefs was without alloy, ) 
€ Though on the cleareft fies, the pureft day, 
Immerging clouds will o’er the heavens lour, 
Their happinefs ferene, ne’er fled away, 
Nor knew they ever a tempeftuous hour.’ 
To proceed, 
« Jn a lone glade, a fmall, though fertile farm, 
‘ (Which, life’s fufficiency, they call’d their own, 
Gave annual crops, beftow’d each rural charm) 
Was their employment, and fupport alone,’ 
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It is fomewhat difficult to,untwift this tangled fkein, and yn- 
ravel its meaning... But, at any rate, the fertility of the farm 
militates againft their not having a‘ hand to give,’ in the 
fecond ftanza.. We would, therefore, propofe a flight alter- 
ation in that line, and read 


A heart to give, and pity to relieve, 
Was all they wanted.— 


‘No tales of fcandal e’er difturb’d their reft, 
Nor clouds obf{cur’d the funfhine of their life, 

With the foft gales of mutual love were bleft, 
Nor wreck’d upon the rock of nuptial itrifeY 


In regard to thefe lines we fhall only obferve, that the firft figu- 
rative comparifon is a repetition of one we had before; and 
the other, of efcaping the ‘ rock,’ and being ‘ bleit with the 
foft gales’ of: matrimony, perfeétly new. 


« *T was their firft pleafure to improve the foul, 
Teach men Compafiion’s fympathetic art, 

Check Inhumanity’s fevere controul, 

And, by example, foothe the favage heart.’ 


Surely to reprefent this happy pair as profefors of humanity, 
and ‘ foothing the favage heart by their example,’ rather con- 
tradiéts what was faid before, of their ‘ wanting pity to re- 
lieve.’ 
« Calm was their voyage down the ftream of life, 
Firm to true honour—in that firmnefs brave, 
To ftem the torrent of impetuous ftrife ; 
Calm, as they liv’d, they funk into the grave.’ 


If they * floated calm down the ftream of life,’ they could haye 
had no opportunity of difplaying their bravery or firmnefs in 
oppofing the ‘ torrent of diicord :’ neither fhould the voyage 
down the river, in violation of the metaphor, have terminated 
in the grave, but-rather in the ocean—that of eternity, for in- 
ftance. Or it might with great propriety have ended in the 
gulf, to which, borne on the refiftlefs tide of time, many an 
author and his works, not inferior to the prefent, have funk 
to rife no more—the gulf of oblivion ! 

Though we can fpeak but little in favour of the prefent 
performance, yet-fome glimmerings of genius occafionally ap- 
pear in this young author, whom we. therefore would advife 
to curb awhile his paffion for literary fame; to abftain from 
the prefs till time fhall have matured his faculties; er, to ufe 
his own words, till ‘ yeafon and reflection have reftrained his 
genius within the bounds of nature and her laws.’ 


Ee4 Sclomon’s 
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Solomon’s Song, tranflated from the Hebrew, by the Rev. Bernard 
Hodg fon, LL.D. to. §5« Rivington, 


R. Hodgfon enters into no difputes concerning the myftical 
fenfe in which this poem has been interpreted: he pur- 
pofely avoids them; and we fhall follow him, as well from 
inclination as from duty. The beft critics feem to have agreed 
that it was compofed by Solomon, on his marriage. The 
learned Boffuet has arranged the different parts of it, as they 
feem to accord with the days allotted to the marriage-cere- 
mony, according to the Jewith rites. We think not very hap- 
pily : for inftance, he fuppofes the fourth day to commence at 
the fecond verfe of the fifth chapter ; and, by this interpretation, 
breaks the action into two parts. The bridegroom had left 
‘his ‘party, where he tells us he had feafted with moderation, 
and drank his wine with bis milk. ‘To his companions he con- 
tinues to fpeak, tells them to eat, drink, and ‘ inebriate them- 
felves.? As he then feems to have arrived at his miftrefs’s 
chamber, he fpeaks aloud: My beloved! for thus it fhould 
be pointed. In this period fhe had been waiting for him, and 
then fays, ‘I fleep, but my heart waketh ; the voice of my 
beloved knocking!’ The reft is fimple, delicate, and natural ; 
and the whole is clear and confiftent. ‘This is not the only 
inftance of error of the fame kind ; but we muft attend to the 
poem and the tranflator. 

Notwithftanding fome defcriptions, a little too minute and 
animated, the greater part of this poem is extremely beau- 
tiful: it is full of imagery and allegory, fomewhat forced, 
and occafionally unnatural in the eaftern ftyle ; but frequently 
brilliant and poetical. We have feen nothing more elegantly 
fimple than the following paffage. 


‘ The voice of my beloved! behold him! 
He cometh bounding over the mountains, 
Springing over the hills. 
My beloved is like a deer, 
Or a ftag’s fawn. 
Behold him ftanding behind our wall, 
Looking out from the windows, 
Sparkling at the lattice ! 
My beloved anfwered, and faid to me, 
Get thee up, my companion, 
My lovely one, come away : 
~ For, lo! the winter is patt, 
The rain is over, is gone, 
The flowers are feen on the earth, 
The feafon of the fong is come, | 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land: “ 
c 
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The fig tree puts forth its green figs, 7 
And.the vine’s tender grapes yield a fragrance : 
Arife, my cOmpapion,. my fair one, and come.’ 


The frequent addreffes. to the daughters of Jerufalem leads 
the tranflator to doubt.of this pafloral being an epithalamium 
on: the. marriage of Pharacb’s daughter: and we may well 
doubt, whether it is really an epithalaminm. It certainly 
contains a defcription of a paftoral courthip, ending in pof- 
fefion ; and with this every part of the damfel’s condu&, and 
every incident in the piece, feems to coincide, Pharaoh is - 
once Gnly, and then accidentally, mentioned; and the cir- 
cumftance of the lady’s feeking her beloved in the ftreet, and 
being infulted by the watchmen, is very inconjfiitent with the 
marriage of a king’s daughter.. When we refleé&t too, on the 
origin of the common opinion, and its very uncertain autho- 
rity, we fhall probably prefer the conviction which refults from 
internal evidence. 

Dr. Hodgfon. has tranflated the poem with correGtnefs and 
propriety.. The fimplicity of the ancient manners and their 
unreftrained language is preferved, while, in many paffages, 
the fenfe is elucidated, and the conneétion pointed out, by ree 
curring to the original. ‘ My fpoufe, my filter,” which fo 
often occur, and which feem to be titles inconfiftent with each 
other, are only marks of endearment. We meet with a fimilar 
appellation, if we miftake not, in Theocricus; and this 
manner was preferved, within avery few years, by the Quakers. 
If it be infifted that, in thefe inftances, the words are applied 
to an actual wife, we muft recollect the loofe and imperfect 
union which marriage effected in countries where. polygamy 
was allowed ; and the difference between us and thofe who 
will ftill infift on this poem being an epithalamium, will be 
verbal only. 

In the notes the tranflator has explained the reafons of his 
variations from the common tranflations: he has adduced 
alfo parallel paffages from ancient authors. In‘this part we 
think the refemblance is frequently too diftant ; but we can 
never objet to an aflemblage of. claflical beauties, In the 
paffage from Anacreon, where he orders his miftrefs to be 
drawn with purple hair, we fufpeét that-he muft not be under- 
ftood literally ; but that the poet expreffes his fondnefs for 
purple ornaments on the hair. We know that the Athenians 
fometimes ufed gold duft to adorn their hair, and hence it is 
very probable that their golden hair is ufed in a fimilar fenfe. 
Pancirollus, our annotator obferves, defcribes the purple as 


a colour between red and 4/ack ; and therefore it may be vo ‘ 
c 
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It furely can be only a dark red; and, at beft, cannot, as the 
annotator afferts, be the fame which Ovid defcribes in his 
fourteenth Love Elegy, as between dS/ack and gold colour. If 
Dr. Hodgfon had gone to Pancirollus’ oracle, Pliny, he would 
have found it defcribed in a very different manner; a red 
fomewhat blackifh, or contaminated with a blackifh hue. 
* Rubeus color nigrante deterior.? Again, in another place, 
* unde pretiofus ille bibitur, aigrantis rofe colore fublucens.? 
We cannot reconcile this defcription to any thing but a dark 
purple. 

The amendment of the tenth verfe of the feventh chapter 
is a very happy one, and we fhall confequently felec& it asa 


fpecimen. 


‘ 10. I am my beloved’s, and to him obedient is my will.— 
In the Bible tranflation of this paflage the words are, ** and 
his defire is towards me.” 

‘ The word MPIWN, here tranflated ** defire,”? occurs in 
Gen. iii. 16. and there alfo is tranflated ** defire.” 

¢:;Unto the woman he faid, I will greatly multiply thy for- 
row and conception. In forrow thou fhalt bring forth children ; 
and thy *‘ defire’’ fhall be to thy hufband, and he fhall rule 
over thee. 

‘ Again, in Gen. iv. 7. we meet with the fame word, in a 
paflage relating to Cain and Abel ; and there alfo it is tranflated 
** defire.”’ And unto thee fhall be his * defire,”? and thou 
fhalt rule over him. 

* Now inftead of ** defire,” I think the word fhould have 
been tranflated *‘ dependence, or obedience.” 

_ © For among the derivatives from Dy and pp, which are 
intermixed, we find the following. 

* PW a fireet, where people are continually moving to and 
fro.—Prov. vii. 8. fub Pi’ appetere. 

* PW running to and fro. If, xxxiil. 4. Or as in about 

‘ PPlw fub ppw difcurrere. 

‘ Serr the fon of running to and fro, ** the fleward.” 

CNe XVe 2 

* Hence in the paflages before us, the fenfe of the word feems 
to be ‘* fubmiffion, running-to and fro to ferve, dependence, 
obedience of will, fubjection.” 

¢ And thus in Gen. iii. 16 it is underftood by Milton. 

, Children thou fhale bring 
In forrow forth ; and to thy hufhand’s will 
Thine fhall fubmit, he over thee fhall rule. 
Par. Loft. x. 193.’ 


A Freatife 
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A Treatife on Cheltenbam Water, and its great Ufe in the prefent 
Peftilential Conftitution. By John Barker. Svo. Printed at 
Birmingham. 

‘ Sumite materiam veftris, qui fcribitis, equam 
Viribus,’ 

ig is a part of our author’s own motto, and he will not re- 
fufe to be tried by his own laws. If there is any one po- 

fition in this little work, in our opinion, well founded, 

it is when Mr. Barker obferves that we have no fyftem of mi- 

neral waters, and that we greatly want one. ‘This is not very 

-confiftent with his aflertion in another place, that the nature 

of the fubtile {pirit of waters is not to be underftood, and that 

the different waters cannot be imitated. That they are neither 
to be underftood, or to be imitated by one fo little converfant 

‘ with chemiftry as Mr. Barker, is very evident. ‘That they 
may be exactly imitated is certain: but it is not equally fo, 
that it would be expedient to attempt it; for from that mo- 
ment their credit, for obvious reafons, would decline, and 
they would at laft be forgotten. In fact, they are now fup- 
ported by fafhion, and their credit is greatly owing to change 
of air, of fcene and mode of life, together with chearful 
amafements. We know that we rifk much in the declaration, 
but our duty obliges us to allege that, both as a chemical and 
medical work, this is both imperfe&t and erroneous. 

As we have confidered this pamphlet with great attention, 
we could eafily accumulate fufficient evidence to prove our 
affertion. Let us fele&t two or three inftances—the reader 
will firft attend to Mr. Barker as a chemitt. 

¢ As to the air that is in water, in its paflage through the 
earth it is cooled, elaborated by motion, and refined; and in 
this more active and expanfive ftate confined alfo and compreffed 
by the water, and the great weight and power of the earth 
itfelf. Whence, by its aétion outwards on the one hand, and 
the great preffure and mighty a¢tion again upon it on the other, 
it is reduced to a ftate called by natural philofophers fixed. But, 
for the fake of perfpicuity, I fhall call the aerial {pirit attenu- 
ated, or elaborated air comprefied, as it conveys a more true 
and proper idea of its natural preparation.’ 

From this we learn, that what natural philofophers call 
fixed, is only compreffed air, that has been expanded fome- 
where before it is compreffed. 

The relations of cafes, and Mr. Barker’s reafoning on them, 
are equally exceptionable. 

¢ Cafe VIII. A married gentlewoman, between twenty and 
thirty years of age, was afflicted with rheumatic pains, and fo 
great a flux of humours to one breaft, as increafed it to treble 
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its nataral fize. She had alfo at times fuch uneafy fenfations ia 
it, and in the arm-pit, as greatly alarmed her ; being not with- 
out fears that it might even become cancerous; as has indeed 
of late, under the prefent peftilential conftitution, been the 
cafe with many perfons, even of no advanced age. By drink- 
tng the Cheltenham water on the fpot only a month, which 
perfectly gece, with her, the rheumatic pains went off, the 
fwelling of the breaft went down, and her health was reduced 
into a much better ftate. Whereas, on the contrary, a gentle- 
woman not more than forty, under a quite different treatment, 
namely, by the ufe of fea-bathing, had not only a cancer cone 
firmed in one breaft, but another foon after allo appeared in 
the other. 

* Refie&tions on this Cafe.—The eafy and fudden relief ob- 
tained in this cafe, wherein the humours had acquired a very 
wnnatural impellent force, attended with a certain degree of 
maligmity, and the weaknefs brought upon the part affected 
thereby, being all duly confidered, evidently point out the fine, 
yet powerfully attenuant, evacuant, and confirming powers of 
the Cheltenham water, and its uncommon efficacy.’ 


Independent of the little fimilarity between the cafes, it is 
pretty evident that the younger lady really had no cancer, but 
only a common inflammation. 

_ The cafes of two gentlemen, fuppofed to be in heétics, are 
contrafted with the fame ingenuity, If that which is parti- 
cularly be truly related, we are certain that it was not con- 
fum ptive. 

Our author gives us as little information on the real nature * 
_of Cheltenham water, as on its medical effeéts, It is faid to 
poflefs an exquifitely fubtle ‘ elaftic, aerial, mineral, chalybeate 
Spirit,’ with ‘ wolatile fulphureous principles.’ We hoped that 
we had efcaped from the age of unintelligible jargon; but, 
fince fuch is the water, fo wonderful and fo extraordinary, the 
following queftions are not improper. 


* But may I firft be indulged in two plain queftions, by 
way of addrefs to the gentlemen of the faculty in general : 
where is the mineral {pring fo peculiarly qualified in all the re- 
fpects I have fhewn this is, in the whole kingdom ? What then 
can be the reafon that a water of fuch excellent properties 
fhould have grown fo much into difufe? 

‘ As I do not expeé an anfwer to thefe, I will give it in 
another queftion. If it is not owing to a defect of good 
knowlege of the animal ceconomy, and in particular of the 
nervous fyftem, and its fubtle fluid, nor to the not paying 
due attention to it, is it not too plainly to a general want of 


. 





* A fufficiently exact analyfis was publifhed by Dr. A. Fothergill.—it 
may be found in our Sixticth Volume, p. 237. 
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knowing the original and real caufes of difeafe, as feated in the 
blood and juices, and as they regard diforders both acute and 
chronical? To fuch a total ignorance of hereditary ones in 
fome, as even to doubt of their exiftence ; and to the idle no- 
tions and whims of too many regarding thofe of the folids? 
whereby the imaginary, or even real diforders of the latter are 
taken only into confideration by weak minds, and almoft, if 
not wholly poffefs them, and ufurp the place due to both. 
Things that will ever happen to the framers and followers of 
imperfect fyftems; and to little minds that are not able to take 
in the whole that relates to a fubje&t, but which are apt to be 
filled, and, as it were, wholly poffeffed by a part of it.’ 


We fufpe& that our readers, even if they fhould. be f 
happy as to underftand this paffage, will think with us, that 
the fubject is not equal to our author’s force. Yet this little 
work is written with fo much confidence and plaufibility, that 
we have little doubt of its having admirers. 


¢ Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmine Mevi.’ 





An Effay on the Life, Chara&er, and Writings, of Dr. Samuel 
Fobnfon, By F. Towers, LL.D. 8vo. 23. 6d, Dilly. 


E could not eafily comprehend why Dr. Towers fhonld 
affume the office of a compiler on a fubje& fo hack- 
neyed, that curiofity, like a fatisfied gueft, reclines on her 
elbow. We foon perceived, however, that it was not fo much 


_ his defign to write the Life of Johnfon, as to examine his 


works, and to oppofe his political doftrines. If the latter pur- 
pofe had been more obvious, we fhould not, on that account, 
have turned over his pages with prejudice: the great obje&t of 
4 writer is to difcover trath; and we are well aware, that it 
is in no way fo eafily attained, as by the {parks ftruck out in 
the collifion of jarring opinions. We have owned ourfelves, 
in thefe inftances, to be the difciples of Johnfon; yet we can 
attend on our author’with refpe&t, hear him with patience, 
and give an abftraét of his opinions with candour. 

We fhall leave the work then as a biographical fketch, and 
fpeak of the political and literary opinions ‘of the effayift. 
But we ought to obferve that Dr. Johnfon’s life and’ aétions, 
the various accounts of his kindly-cruel friends, are feanned 
with precifion. The effayift is well acquainted with his fubje&. 
His ftri€tures on the general works of the author are juft and 
pertinent. We fhall fele& a fhort fpecimen. : 


‘ The Hiftory of Raffelas, Prince of Abiffinia, which was 
publifhed in 1758, is elegantly written, and contains Ariking 
cals 2 remar 
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remarks upon the vanity of human purfuits, and the unfatis« 
faGtory nature of human enjoyments ; together with a variety 
of acute obfervations on men and manners, but the repree 
fentations given in it of human life are extremely gloomy, and 
more gloomy than are warranted by truth or reafon. The chae 
yater of Imlac is well fuftained,.and his enumeration of the 
qualifications of a poet is highly eloquent ;- but in fome of the 
converfations between Raffelas and Nekayah, the princefs is 
made too profound a philofopher. ‘The character of the Ara- 
bian chief, by whom Pekuah was captured, is well delineated ; 
and the difquifition concerning marriage is amufing and in- 
ftructive. It is obfervable, that in this work the reality of appa+ 
ritions is ftrongly maintained ; and the remarks which it con- 
tains on diforders of the intellect, and the dangerous prevalence 
of imagination, feem to have taken their rife from thofe fears 
. Of fome derangement of underftanding, and that morbid me- 
lancholy, with which Johnfon was not unfrequently afflicted.’ 


Yet when our author fpeaks of Johnfon’s political produce 
tions, he changes his tone. 


_© However we may refpect the memory of Johnfon, and how- 
ever unwilling we may be to fpeak of him with harfhnefs, 
thofe who impartially perufe his political publications will be 
obliged to confefs, that few party pamphlets have appeared in 
this country, which contain greater malignity of mifreprefent- 
ation. Even Swift, who carried the rancour of party to a great 


height, yew! equalled the malignity of Johnfon’s reprefent- ' 
e 


ations of thofe who differed from himfelf on political fubjeéts, 
It feems difficult to fuppofe, that he could ferionfly believe 
many things that he has advanced, concerning thofe whofe po- 
litical fentiments were different from his own; and, if he did 
not, itis ftill more difficult to vindicate his conduda,’ 

Rafh and hafty affertions were not uncommon with Johnfon, 
either in his converfation or writings ; and perfonal invectives, 
no uncommon refource with politicians, deferve every repro 
bation which can be beftowed. Yet our author’s candour will 
allow, that fome of Johnfon’s political traéts contain clear rea- 
foning in a perfpicuous ftyle; that he gives a force and energy 
to his arguments, a brilliant luftre to his reprefentations, which 
feldom fail to convince thofe who allow of his firft pofitions. 
Unfortunately, in the jarring mixture of the heterogeneous 
parts which compofe the venerable pile of the Britith confti- 
tution, each party may find materials which will fuit a ftrac- 
ture of his own, and each party will call that, and that alone, 
the conftitution. From this difference in the fource arife all 
the differences more. widely diffufed, and more eminently 
confpicuous in the flreams. ‘There is ftill another caufe of 
‘various opinions : we do not always diftinguifh between the 
Conftitution as it really is, and between the mode in which it 
Biss has 
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has been ufually adminiftered: it was this fatal error which 
brought Charles the Firft to the block. If we make thefe fe- 
veral allowances for differences, we fhall find Dr. Johnfon 
probably not culpable in intention, but giving the refult of 
his own fyftem, when applied to the conduct of the times for 
which he wrote. He was wrong, undoubtedly, in faying that 
petitions were only fupported by the idle and diffolute ; and 
meetings for the inftruction of members of parliament, fup- 
ported only by perfons of fimilar defcription. But we would 
afk our refpectable author, who has perhaps been in fach af- 
femblies as well as ourfelves, whether in thefe meetings there 
is any difcuflion ? whether a preconcerted plan is not always 
fecured by numbers? and whether, when thefe and a more 
fober minority, who could not oppofe with any profpec& of 
fuccefs, are deducted, the great number which remains are not 
of the kind which Dr. Johnfon defcribed ? We have always 
found them fo. 

As we have now ftated the general queftion, we hope dif- 
paffionately, we fhall not enlarge on particulars. With an 
author like our effayift, we fhould with to agree; and from 
him we have little doubt of @ candid reception, even when we 
oppofe his opinions, The American conteft was a part of the 
fame difpute: it differed little more than in terms; for the 
battles were fought between Whig and Tory before the fword 
was drawn, an event univerfally regretted by every party, 
We mutt take leave to obferve, that the event of the war 
makes no real change in the flate of the queflion, confidered 
as a {peculative one. 

In the obfervations on Dr. Johnfon’s Life of Milton, our 
author’s opinions again appear. We have had many oppor- 
tunities of engaging in this contelt, and, after pretty careful 
enquiry, have allowed, that Milton’s character has been in- 
jured by political prejudices; from the fame fources it has 
occafionally been fomewhat too highly exalted. Nothing has 
yet impeached Milton’s public fpirit and confiftency: thefe 
give a luftre to what might be otherwife ftyled faults. 

« In his (Johnfon’s) life of Milton, he has alfo made fome 
remarks on the dangers attendant on the freedom of the prefs, 
and the inconveniencies which would refult from reftraining it. 
Much more, however, is faid by him againft it than for it; 
and on that fide of the queftion his arguments are evidently 
intended to preponderate. But the pofitions advanced by him. 
are erroneous and ill-founded. One of his arguments againft 
the liberty of the prefs is, that ‘* if every fceptic in theology 
may teach his follies, there can be no religion.” But furely 
it is no neceffary confequence of the permiffion of any publi- 


cations in theology, that all religion will be overturned. Evety 
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principle of real religion is founded upon arguments, and upon 
evidence, too powerful to be fhaken by, the cavils of {cepticifm ; 
and thofe theological dogmas, which réquire the aid of civil 
authority for their fupport, aré unworthy of:defence. “THe 
other arguments of Dr. Johnfon, againft’ thé freédom’ ‘of “the 
prefs, are equally incorclufive?® 9" soecr) sso a) - otsnaM 

We fear the experience’ of ‘this age will militate againft our 
author’s arguments ; for fcepticifm has almoft® fhaken what 
arguments could not overturn. The infidelity of the prefene 
age is owing to its {cepticifm, which is again owing’ to its in- 
dolence. Many admit of their doubts, becaufe they willnot 
take the pains to be informed; but we are not yet ready°to 
follow Johnfon, in the whole’extent of ‘his argument, arid fo 
give up the liberty of the prefs becaufe it may be abufedy Tn 
the inftance mentioned, it would not be effe&ual ; for Voltaire 
and Mirabaud could have told us, that the fevereft laws 'can- 
not prevent the furreptitiou’s circulation of the moft dangerots 
tenets, , ~—— 

The other ‘criticifms are frequently juft; the charaéter of 
Johnfon, which concludes the Effay, is drawn with propriety. 
We. fhall conclude our article with the author’s gerieral ‘re- 
marks on the Lives of the Poets, if it be only to fhow that 
he can praife with warmth, though* he can cenfure -with 
afperity. ~~ ae | —- nate 

‘ Notwithftanding the errors, and inttances:of partiality and 
mifreprefentation, which-occafionally occur in the Lives of the 
Poets, they contain fo many: aceurate- and.-juft obfervatiens on 
human nature, fuch original and-curious -remarks on. various 
literary fubjeéts, and. abound with fo, many beauties .of .flyle, 
that they cannot be. pernfed, by any reader of.tafte withoyt a 
great degree of pleafure. Befides their general merit as com- 
pofitions, they alfo contain many particular paffages of diftin- 
guithed excellence. The character of Gilbert Walmfley, in 
the life of Edmund Smith, is finely drawn; the account, ‘in 
the life of Addifon,'of the rife and progrefs of the Tatler, 
Spectator, and’ Guardian, and of the effééts produced by:thofe 
admirable effays on the manners of: the nation, is: juft and cu- 
rious ; and there are many excellent obfervations on the modes 
of ftudy, and on literary compofition.’ . 





Letters addreffed to Soame Fenyns, E/q. containing Stridurés on 
the Writings of Edward*Gibbon, Efq.. Dr. Prieftley, Mr. 
Lindfay, ‘Sc. and an Abftra& of Dr. Pricfley’s Account Cur- 
rent with-Revelation.. 12mo.. 33. fewed; Robinfons; 
"THE author’s obje&t is to oppofe the dangerous tenets of 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Gibbon, * Dr. Prieftley, “Mr. Lindley, 
and.co.’ His intention deferves every commendation that we 
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tan beftow, and the candour of his profeffions, as well as of his 
general condud, are the beft proofs of the goodnefs of his heart: 
The fituation of a reviewer is, however, in many refpects un- 
fortunate: in our tribunal we muft eftimate the work before'as, 
and aflign the author his proper rank, either in his literary or 
polemic capacity. In this office; our own opinion muft ne- 
ceflarily appear, and we are by no means averfe to fuch ex- 
planations ; but it often happens that wé meet with injudi- 
cious opponents of doétrines which we have alfo difcounte- 
nanced, yet, as literary cenfors, are not able to approve either 
of the arguments or of the language of the author.. In our 
cenfure of thefe ‘works we do not change our opinions, .but 
muft be underftood to mean, that though a doétrine is excep- 
tionable, yet the author has not fucceeded in his oppofition. 
Our opinions have been mifunderftood and mifreprefented in 
this way very lately ; and we might have been liable to mif- 
conftraGtion, in the prefent inftance, if we had riot premifed 
this fhort explanation. 

We may now perhaps with fafety allege, that our author i$ 
not a very formidable opponent. Mr. Jenyns is the firft antae 
gonift with which he chufes to contend; and his remarks.re- 
late to the * Origin of Evil,’ the ‘ loseeasl Evidence of Chrif- 
tianity,’ and the ‘ Difquifitions.” Thefe works have occa= 
fioned many difputes, and much f{peculation; but we can find 
nothing, at leaft in the latter volumes, very injurious to 
Chriftianity. Nothing is more evident than that the meek 
forbearing fpirit, recommended to the apoftles, was not 
fo much an effential precept of the Gofpel, as a rule for 
their behaviour in the warfare in which they were to be en- 
gaged, Our Saviour is very full in inculcating an univerfal 
charity, and a forgivenefs of injuries; but no precept, which 
has the appearance of being calculated for general ufe, ene 
courages that patient unrefifting fpirit, recommended in the 
paflage noticed by Mr. Jenyns. Our author’s language is a 
little equivocal on this head; and, if he is not ironical, which 
may be fufpected, though it does not clearly appear, hie is 
nearly of the fame eptnion with his opponent. 

Mr. Jenyns’ fentiments on a ‘ Pre-exiftent State’ sai ap- 
peared to us not only rational, but fublime, though we feemed 
to have been defignedly placed in a fituation to preclude all 
enquiries on that fubjeé ; fo that it can fearcely be rendered 
probable to our capacities, but by confidering the progreflive 
ftate of the human mind, and the little knowlege we have from 
unafified reafon, even of a future ftate. 

We hall feleét a paflage from this part of our author’s work, 
as a fpecimen of his manner, and to guard him againft purfu- 
ing too far this mode of criticifm. 


Vou, LXH, Decs 1786. Ff ‘ The 
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< "The Setiptures explicitly tell as, that ‘* in the beginning 
God treated the heavens and: the earth :” in. the firft day he 
created light ; and, on the fixth day, reckoning from that firit, 
‘** God created, man in his own image; in the image of God 
created, he him.; male and female created he them: and God 
faw every thing that he had made, and behold it was very 
good ; and the evening and the morning were the fixth day.” 
—In the fubfequent chapter, when the infpired hiftorian fpeaks 
of the nature of man, he very briefly, but, at the fame time, 
very perfpicuonfly, expreffes himfelf thus: ‘* And thé Lord 
God formed man of the ditt of the ground, and breathed 
a4 his noftrils the breath of lives; and man became a living 
foul.’’ 
_ © Now, fir, if thefe words convey any meaning, it is furely 
thie+-that what we call time had a beginning—that the creation 
of the heavens and the earth was coeval with that beginuing— 
that light was created in the firft of thefe {paces of time, which 
we call days—that man was created in the fixth of thefe {paces ; 
and if, from this, we are not warranted to fay, that light was 
created before man, exifted, and that man’s exiftence commenced 
én the fixth day, we muft not only contradi@ revelation, but 
give up with ail meaning in language, and fay, that mah ex- 
Hfted before he was created! But, with due deference to all the 
philofophers on earth, if it be true that man became a living 
foul, when his Maker breathed into his noftrils the breath of 
lives, it follows, according to the common fenfe and under- 
ttanding of mankind, that man’s living foul then began to 
exift; and, therefure, did not exift before. What, then, be- 
comes of your pre-exiftent fate? or how is it poflible to.recon- 
cile thefe words of revelation with apy notion of a pre-exiltent 
fiare ?--Without going farther, therefore, it muft be evident 
to every perfon, of an ordinary underftanding at leaft, that the 
paffages of revelation juft now quoted, are fo far from imply- 
ing the exiftence of the human foul, prior to the creation of 
Adam, in the fixth day, that they do explicitly contradi@ and 
exclude every idea of that fort, by fixing the commencement 
of man’s exiffence ;. and that, not of his- body only, but of his 
foul alfo, to that certain day, or period of time, when his 
Maker breathed into his noftrils the breath of lives, and when, 
and not fooner, he became.aliving foul.’ 


He then proceeds, from the fame fource, to explain how 
the guilt was contraéted, and concludés, that as there is no 
notice of a previous ftate, no fuch probably exifted. This is 
not only: an argument confidered generally, but a reply to one 
of Mr. Jenyns’, who fopports his fyftem by a very fallacious 
mode of reafoning, relating to original fin. It isan argoment, 
however, which leads to confequences of which the aathor1s 
little aware: if it were once allowed, that the Mofaic account 
of the creation contained @ fyftem of true philofophy, itwould 
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be thesbe foundation for the fyflem of materialifts, who 
would probably argue in the manner, and almoft in the words, 
of our aathor. “We are notthere told, that this breath of life 
was a principle added to the man, but that when it was blown 
into his noftrils, man decame a living foul; in other words, 
that the life was only a modification of the matter. It was 
for this, and fimilar reafons, to prevent the tree of life from 
becoming a fource of the worft of poifons, by improper appli- 
cations, that we have’ more than Once contended, that the 
books of Mofes were defigned to preforve the knowlege of the 
true God, and carefully to deduce the lineage to Abraham 
and from him, downward, till it was at lait connected with 
David. If we. employ them in other purpofes, we fhall ne- 
ceffarily he deceived’ by an application for which they feem 
not to be defigned. ' 

We. thall fele& a quotation of another kind: it relates to 
Mr, Jenyns’ Bighth Difguifition on Religious Eftablifhments: 
we, cannot, commend the delicacy of the metaphors, 


¢ That you: fhould underfand fo litde of what genuine 
Chriftianity is, while you,can fo clearly evince what it is not, 
T am not furprifed; as it is not in the power of any man either 
to acquire or to’communicate that ‘* excellent knowlege, which 
giveth life to them who have it.” ‘But that you fhould have 
fent abroad to’ the world fuch a farrago of inconfifténcies, as 
this difquifition in particular exhibits, is to me truly aftonifh. 
ing !—Truth and error—fair reafoning and pitiful quibbling 
—folid argument and filly fophiftry blended together, and al- 
ternately bandied: about, .in order to reconcile contradictions, 
make butan avkward figure in the form of a difquifition, which 
has for’ its obje&, a contraft between pure genuine Chriftianit 
and‘¥eligious eftablithments. Ingredients fo heterogeneous will 
hardly: incorporate: nor fhall we eafily find any pulofophe 
apothecary, even though aided by the prefcriptions of the whole 
body of theologians, both ancient and modern, dexterous enough 
either to'decott, from fuch an hodge-podge, a draught grateful 
to the palate of any one whofe cen{cience is his. tatter, or to 
make up ‘from ic a bolus falubrias to the ftomach of him who 
cannot digeft hypocrify or difhonetty.’ Europe has wandered, 
and Britain has been attonifhed of late, at unnatural alliances, 
and incredible coalitions. But Mr. Jenyns, ‘ on Religious 
Efiablithments,’ has outdone the outdoings of politicians, phi- 
Jofophers, and divines united—-He has nor only fhown, that 
‘cevery religious eflablifhment called Chiifan is imperfect, 
cotrupted, and diffimilar to the genuine purity of Chriftianity,” 
which is moft certainly true; but he has done more—he has 
demonftrated, if we can believe’ him, that all men (the pre- 
‘teffors of ‘pure'and genuine Chriftianity not excepted) ** are fo 
tar trom being bound in duty to defert any fach eftablithmens, 
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annexed to the civil governments of which they are members, 
that they are obliged, by all the ties of benevolence and fociety, 
to conform to, and fupport them.’”? Moreover, the fame Mr. 
Jenyns, who, with great truth, afferts that ‘* pure and genuine 
Chriftianity never was, nor never can be, the national religion 
of any country upon earth ; for that it is a gold too refined to 
be worked up with any human inftitution, without a large 
portion of alloy ;” has, however, evinced, if we take his word 
for it, that it is ‘‘ all undoubtedly a miftake, to maintain that 
every man is obliged to profefs and exercife that religion which 
appears to him moft confonart to reafen, and moft acceptable 
to God, with which no government can have a right to meddle, 
or power fo controul.”’ : 

Of Mr. Gibbon, he is not a regular antagonift. He attacks. 

him with great propriety and fuccefs om his feeming to attri- 
bute to Chriitianity, the phrenzy and fanaticifm, the intole- 
rance and perfecutiony of fome who deferve not the name of 
Chriftians. The difference between Dr. Prieftley’s opinions, 
and thofe tenets which the author thinks have been revealed, 
are ftated in oppofite pages, in the manner of an account cur- 
rent. Dr. Prieftley will objet to:many of the particulars ; 
and it muft be fettled, as ufuaf in fuch accounts, with the 
falyo of ‘ errors excepted.’ _ 
_ The katt Differtation infifts very properly om the word of 
God being the only criterion.ef Chriftianity. This all the 
opponents will allow ; but the difference will confift in the in- 
terpretation ; and each party will not eafily fix'on the fame 
eriterion. The context, and other paflages of Scripture, which 
can only form an unexceptionable criterion, are liable to the 
fame difficulties ; and we fear we fhall ftill be perplexed with 
the doubts, and entangled in all the intricacies of controverfy— 
On the whole, while we repeat our commendatians of the au- 
thor’s intentions, we cannot compliment him on his fuccefs, 
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_ Letters on Egypt. By Mr. Savary. (Continued from p. 348.) 7 


‘ME: Savary’s tour was not only the moft extenfive, but 
judicioufly planned, and executed with peculiar atten- 
tion, as appears through the whole of his narrative. 

After quitting Memphis, of which he gives a particular 
account, he purfues his journey from Boulac to Damietta. 
This forms the fubject of the twenty-fecond Letter, where he 
defcribes the great branch. of the Nile, which ftretches to this 
quarter of thecountry. Mr. Savary, we find, refided a whole 
year at Damietta, to perfe& himfelf in the Arabic dialect ; 
and he informs us that he has.a thoufand times run over the 
delicious environs of this city. His excurfions, however, par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly upon the great canal, were frequently-attended with 
much danger; of which he cautions thofe who may hereafter 
follow his example. The fellah (the name of the Egyptian 
labourers) who live upon its banks, attack the boats under 
cover of night; and, if they meet with no refiftance, murder 
the paflengers, and take poffeffion of their riches. Were it 
not for the chance of thofe outrages, a voyage along the great 
canal muft be extremely pleafant; as it affords the conftant 
{fpectacle of a great number of boats going up and coming 
down the river, with the fight of a country. enriched with 
varied productions, and covered with flocks, From the de» 
fcription of Mr. Savary, this part of Egypt appears to be a 
terreftrial paradife. ‘Tanta, a town in this diftrict, is parti- 
cularly noted for a fair, of which we hall prefent our readers 
with a fhort account, 


* The inhabitants of Upper and Lower Egypt collect there 
in great numbers, Zt continues eight days, and the produc- - 
tions of the country are exchanged for India ftuffs, Moka 
coffee, and French cloths, The thirft of gain draws a part of 
the Egyptians there. Others are attracted by pleafure. Ten 
thoufand boats cover the canal at this period. All of them are 
well provided with provifions, ‘They make good cheer, have 
mufic, and give themfelves up to joy. . Almoft as many tents 
are pitched upon the bank. The moft celebrated courtezans of 
Egypt are fure to have their pavillions there. They are intro- 
duced into the boats, where they difplay their talents for dan- 
cing, finging, and gallantry. Several glafs lamps are lighted 
every night on each matt, whofe light infinitely reflected, 
forms in the water innumerable ftars. ‘The tents are alfo 
kighted. . This wonderful illumination, a league in length, 
produces on the verdure, and in the cryftal of the water, the 
smoft admirable effeéts. Thefe fairs, the remains of the an- 
cient pilgrimages to Canopus, to Sais, and Bubaftis, are not 
uncommon in Egypt, and are always greatly frequented.’ 


In the fame Letter, the author entertains us with the mau- 
ners of the inhabitants in this part of Egypt; the woods in 
the neighbourhood of Samanout; and the chicken-ovens of 
Manfoure. In this quarter of Egypt lie the ruins of the great 
Butis, a city which was decorated with two temples, built in 
honour of Apollo and Diana. No modern traveller has vi- 
fited Butis: Mr, Savary informs us that. the journey would 
be extremely hazardous; fo that it is impoflible to know whe- 
ther the defcription of Herodotus be accurate. Our author, 
however, declares, that, after feeing the pillar of Alexandria, 
and other monuments not lefs aftonifhing, one is induced to 
bélieve that this hiftorian, who had been on the fpot, has not 


impofed upon pofterity. | 
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Letter X XT: ods Bevoted to the Hiftbry oF Damietta, an- 


tient atid’ Hoderh, With a Bedsraphica? Accéunt of their Po- 
fitiony in Which bir author Fé hes tHe wit felees Of ‘preceding 
travellers. The beautifal etivirons of the town, the woods, 
Bid ‘Sroves ‘Of orange-trees, ' ate defer ea With a richhefs of 
imagery that'delights the iiagination. We’ alfo meet itt chis 
Letter ‘with an account of the Iétus, déhominated by Hero- 
—Wotes ‘the'lily oF the ‘Nite ; and with that’of thé papyrus, ‘the 
exiftente’of which has beeh denied by feveral modern writers. 
“Better XXIV. introducés an inquiry concerning ancient 
Pelufiim. This place is unknown to modern travellers ; ‘but 
Mt. Savary, from ‘his exténfive and acéurate refearches, points 
@at its firuation, and the epoch of its decline. ‘Tt is famous 
for the death of Pompey the Great, whio réforted to it as an 
afylam.’ ‘But he had fcarcely landed 6n the fhore, when 
Theodore the thetorician, of the Ifle of Chio, Septimius the 
toiirtier, and Achillas the eunuch, who commanded his troops, 
wifhiing for an opportunity to imgratiate’ themfelves with the 
‘¢onGueror, {tabbed him with their fwords. We are next pre- 
fented ‘with ‘ah account of Farama, a village at ‘a little di- 
ftance, “and where the ‘Arabians place a monument, which 
‘Yeems to be that’of Pompey. Another ciiriofity then engages 
the attention 6f our author. “This is the great lake of Tanis, 
now called Menzala; which he defcribes. in a very diftin@ 
matiney, with the iflands and towns which were anciently 
‘built at this place, This Letter concludés with a beautiful 
- defeription, which we muft leave to be perufed in the work. 
~ Phe’ wext Letter, the twenty-fifth, diverfifies an agreeable 
“FHBSa At-contyins a“ Narrative of ‘the Expedition of Saint 
Lewis th Egypt, and the Important Events which fucceeded. 
‘Tn this, Hg ‘in the deferiptive parts of the work, our author's 
* ftyle -1s’*cléar, ‘elegant, and animated; and, amongit other 
fources of information, ‘he has had recourfe’to Arabic writers, 
who ‘dre "too felttom tonfilted by hiftorians, with regard to ‘the 
tranfa@tons in tharcouttry; © te 
* ¥h the ‘twenty-feventh Letter, ‘this agreeable and inftractive 
thaveller de(ttibes the touite ftom ‘Old Caito to Tattich, in 
the ‘provitice *of Futotim.’ “At ‘quitting this capital, m the 
month of ‘Noveniber, ‘the Tow ‘grounds are fill overflowed ; 
but the mafeftic Nile re-ciiters gradually his bed, whilft ver- 
dure and ‘the hurveits every where tredd ‘Clofe ‘upon ‘his foor- 
fteps.”  Amongtt the variety ‘of ‘interefting obje&ts in this jour- 
ney, isthe great'mofque of Atar Ennabi, firudted on the banks 
of the river. This teriple; much fréqdented by ‘the inhabit- 
ants ‘of Cairo, ‘is‘“a ‘celebrated Yefort ‘of pilgrims. -At ‘this 
place is a fone, on which the muffulmen imagine they perceive 
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the imprefion of ong 9f the feet of Mahormets- > The fchsile 

who officiates takes great care to confirm this pious belief, 

He i publith the oR ND re HA to be sherexpro- 
uced.. , 

On: the eaftern book ofthe rivers, y villages appear, fitunted 
on artificial emineaces. :The fummit.is occupied by hats, ‘to 
which men ahd animals renré during the° inundation. Pro 
ceeding farther, .Mr, Savary ‘condudts ‘his readers to the plain 
of ‘the mummies, where - are the ‘tombs the’ ancient Be 
tians. In it, likewile, ‘fs the well of the birds, into which 
one defcends by means of a rope. Tr iad: ta fdBsertaneous 
galleries filled with earthen Vales, containing the facred bitds. 

e are informed that they. are rarely met with, skiff beeante 

the Arabs break them, in hopes of finding idols of .gald..;. . 
_ . Our author, obferves, that the fitaation of ancient Achant 
tus, as defcribed by Strahe and Prolemy, cartefpands sperr 
feftly with. Dachbour., Here was a tenrple: of. Ofiris .mysch 
admired.: The fandy plains, which ‘ftretch thence along; the 
hills, ‘are ftrewed with ftonés, tommotly, ‘called Egyptiat 
flints; They are rounded in the fhape of pele? ; their fur- 
face “has ‘nothing to attratt cutiofity, "Hat their ne e is Of ‘an 
extremél fine (grain, fifcep tible of} a high Thefe 
flints pre ent a great. heey of defigns and te thades,; 
and they are generally marked with figures of pl QAtS, woe 

Letter XXV, II, ‘contains a, Defcription of the Antig pines 
in the Province of Arfinoe, now Faioum. Among the fubjatts , 
of this. interefting Letter, is the fituation .of the celebrated 


_dabyrinth, confirmed by the teRimony of ancient writers; and 


by the ruins of Balad Carqun, and Cafr Caroun. The founder 
of this, wonderful edifice is unknown. Hach. f.the pnetent 
writers who «mention .it names .ene er more, and almoit all 
different; a circumftance, which aftords prefumption that it 
was the work of different kings, In the, following paflage 
sclative. to this fubjett, the sraveller indulges :himfelf in the 
liberal. with, we will not fay, expectation, that treafures of ,in- 
formation may yet.be difcovered in she.xuins of this celebrated 
labyrinth. ‘Lo this. with. we -thall fubjoin at di ep which Js, 


that. the attempt to make fuch diftoveries might be conduéted 


under the .infpection ,of fo accomplifhed a feholar.as .Mr. 
Savary. 

Our authar’s obferzations, on .the Tabysinth are, followed. hy 
the, account of another .aftonithing .praducion of ‘human.art 
and induftry.; we mean the lake Moeris, withthe mechanifm 
of .its fluices and cangls. The. obfervations made by Mr,.Sa- 
Mae on the. SGT: opinions ,re{pecting the aonesdions of 
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this Jake;: arerof fach. importance ‘in \the°difcuffion of ere 
fabjek, “that we cannot avoid ‘extradting théim? 610m 
as Herodotus has fixed the peire of ‘the 'fehene, i in Low ales 


Egypt at four miles, or a league and a quarter. Thus 
chenes make. 15 leagues, trabib4 if Diddonis Sidetas, 


whip have employed other F mista to‘ eftimate the fame’ extent 
of Country, agree however with Herodotus?‘ ‘The -bafe of Egypte 
therefore remains determined: at 75 ‘leagues, and fitice itnis 
equal to.the circumference of lake. Mceris, thatclake was, only, 
5 leagues round. . 1 am compelled to enter into, thefe_particu- 
Jars, nce this paflage has.produced many, crrorss,.., Writers 
a eneral payi 1g attention to the firft, member of. the euenes 
erodotus, in which he fixes the extent of the Jake at 
tad and’ allowing each ftadiom its ufual eftimation of Bi 
190 toifés, have given 150 or 180 Jeagues circumference to‘lake 
Meris. But whoever reflects on this paffage, will fee’that the 
meafure of fans itadia is there determined by 60'fchenes,' or'7g 
leagues, ‘and that the author confequently has made ufé-of fladia 
of 50 toifes, ‘1'do not know: whether any one»has made this 
remark before me, but I know that from this paflage ill: ae 
ftined, have. fprung all the debates .of the moderns; yor 
Valtaire-has combated with the weapon of pleafantry the 
é ance a mi? of. 180 leagues, which is greater, fays he. 
gypt. M Rollin, and efpecially Boffuet, have warmly 
amt it, “RSevera: writers have reftrited its extent and 
limited it to twenty leagues. M. Danville, defirous of con- 
ciliating all parties, in his map of Egypt, ‘has created @ great” 
canal, to which he giyes the name of Lake Mceris. But he 
has’ yiot been more fortunate than others, fince’ the formand 
fituation of ‘this pretended Mceris are abfolutely contrary to the 
amok refpeAable authorities in hiltory,’ 


“Yn Letter’ twenty-ninth | we meet with an Account of the 
Cultivation, and the Inhabitants of Faioum. This province 
is one of the richeft and moft fertile’ in Epypt. Ita pears to 
be in the fame ftate in which it was defcribed eighteen hundred 


years agoby"St#abo; who ‘fays that it furpaffes all the other 


provinces by’ its beauty, its riches, and the variety of its pro- 
ductions: “This is the’ happy effe& of the annual inundation 
of the Nile, which, at: the fame time that it fupplies the de-- 
felts of agriculture, is not liable, like human indaftry, “to be 
checked by defpotifm. But very different has been’ the fate 
of the celebrated works of art in this province. Mr. Savary 
remarks, that if Strabo were -to’ returninto the Faioum, he 
would find 2 great alteration. He would there fee the labyrinth 
deftroyed ; cottages in the’ place of palaces; hamlets built of 
mud; where flourithing Gities' once ftobd ; the canals nearly 
choaked' up's and the fee of ce be reduced tov two-thirds of 

its 
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its extent. The-beapty of this,country,,and.the rigour of 
its government, forma prodigious contraft, which is exhibited 
by the ingenious author in ftrong and lively colours. is 
Letter XXX. contains Travels in the Defert, adjoining to 
the Red Sea...[n, this journey we are prefented with a defcrip~ 
tion. of. the. country, the. mountains, and the fands which it 
is neceflary to. pafsjover.in going to the monaftery of St. An- 
thony. - Mr. Savary js too entertaining, as well as too_philo- 
fophital a traveller, to. -be’fatisfied with a topographical ‘ac. 
cotint’;° for he gives as obfervatious onthe plants which grow 
in thofe deferts, on thé animals which inhabit it, and‘on the 
quarries of marble‘and flint ftones ; with the manner of liviag 
of the religious belonging to the monaftery of St. Anthony 
and St. Paul, Our author’s refleétions on the great events 
which have happened in this quarter, are fuitable to the extent 
of his underftanding, and the richnefs of his genius. =. 
Letter XXXI. defcribes the Route from Baiad to Achmon- 
nain. >This Letter not only prefents us with beautiful topo« 
graphical fcenes, but with political remarks, and fubjeds. of 
natoral hiftory. We find that flocks of ibifes, cranes, fwains, 
and ftorks, Ime the banks of the river, and ‘cover the Nile 
during ‘the winter. Flights of pigeons darken the air, The 
are more numerotis in Egypt than in any other couitty'on 
the earth. Every hamlet, and every town, we are told, forms 
a vaft pigeon-houfe. | crete 
In this beautiful country the pidture of abundance every 
where recreates the;fight ; but it is disfigured by the appear- 
ance of the peafant, whofe. tattered, covering, and earthen 
hut, befpeak a miferable inhabitant..| Thefe are convincin: 
roofs that wholefome laws contribute more to the happinefs 
of nations than all the treafures of nature. _ seeps 
Near the town of Babain, the attention is fixed by a curious 
monument. . ' fst rage 


* It is a rock {moothed with the point.of,thechifel,. in 
the depth of which a grotto of fifty feet diameter, and fix 
deep, is hewn. . The bottom. reprefents a facrifice offered..to 
the fan. This luminary is there fculptured in demi-relievo. 
On the right two priefts, decorated with pointed caps, lift up 
their arms towards him, and touch with their fingers the extre- 
mity of his rays. Behind’them, two children with their Beads 
dreffed in the fame manner, hold in their hands full ctips, 
deftined for the libations. ‘Three piles, fupported by» feven 
vafes with their handles, and placed below the fun, bear:on 
their fummits flaughtered lambs. On the left we difcover.two 
young girls, attached only tothe fténe by the feet and back. 
The:Arabs have knocked off their heads, and disfigured them 
with their lances. Various hieroglyphics compofe, — 

. ealy, 




























\ 
\ 
t 
} 





442 Savary’s Leiters on Egypt. 


edly, the hiftory of this facrifice, vps Limapine was an ofs 
fering to Japiter Ammoi, 2 Tymbolical divinity, by which the 
ancient Egyptians denoted the fai enteting the fign of the Ram, 
This-animal was coafécrated to him, dae the commencement 
éf the. aftronomical year, and the renewal of the light, was 
paeon oar ‘by this cireamftance, | This moqument, hewn out 
# a hard ftone, mot pafsto the Tatelt pofterity.’ 


"Letter XXXII. contains a Deferij ption: of the Country me 


Achotounain to Achmin. in reciting this j journey, the author 


éritertains us with details on the principal towns fituated on 
the hanks of the Nile, with the comparative geography of 
their ancient and modern pofition. Avery interefling objeg 
in this -route- is the defcription of Achmin; formerly Chem- 
mis or Panopolis. Nothing: remains of this,celebrated place 
but fome ftones, fo large that the Turks have not been: -able'to 
move them. They are covered with hieroglyphics, one of 
which. is of ‘extraordinary {culpture. There are traced on it 
fourconceniric circles, in a fquare. The innermoft of thefe 
contains a fun, The two fucceéding ones, divided into twelve 
parts, twelve birds ; the other, twelve animals almott effaced, 
Which appear to ibe the figns of the Zodiac. The fourth has 
no divifions, and prefents twelve haman figures. The four 
feafons occupy the angles of the fquare, on the fide of which 
tray be diftinguified a globe with’ wings. Mr. Savary, with 
reafon, thinks it probable that this ftone belanged to a 
temple, dedicated to the fun, and the whole of thefe hiero- 
glyphics marks his paflage into the figns of the Zodiac, and 
his annual courfe. He confiders this ftone, likewife, as a 
proof.that the Egyptians poffefled aftronomical knowlege from 
Phe retroteft anciquity. 
\ SWerafterwards meet’ with°an account! of the ferpent haridi, 
for.which the pedple of this country, by a fraud of the priefts, 
entertain the greateit veneration, 

The fecond volume of this interefting work commences with 
Geter XXX: which traces the ‘ingenious travellers route 
from Achmin to Dendera, “The slabehi mentioned.is Souadi, 
Onthé welt oF which are two old monafteries {urrounded with 
quins, which fix ‘the fitaation (of thé ancient Cracodilapolis. 
They are thought to have been built by the emprefs Helena, 
Atia fmall diftance ate the :ruins of Ptolemais, which Strabo 
gompares to Memphis, for its extent-and-population, Welt- 
ward of Girgé we difcover the ruins of Abydus, where It 
anandes ‘built a inaenificerit’templein‘honder of Ofris. Tt was 
—_ ienly-one in Egypt where’ the fingers and dancers were 

hibited to enter. At a little diftance from ‘thefe ruins we 
yevind the celebrated moniment of Mmandes, who, According 
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to Strabo, is s the e king “tbat. bpilt..the ae ae Our 
author, obferves,, 1 Ho araeakabie folidity. of, the edifiee, 
the huge. maifes which compofe it,. and the hieroglyphics.i it iis 
loaded with, amp ie as, a.work, of the ancieat Egyptians. 
Beyond: is a temples: three hundred feet long by one hundred 
and forty-five feewividel>: The entrance conduéts ws into an 
immenfe hall, the roof of which as fupported by twenty-eight 
columns, fixty feet high, and.nineteen in circumference,at,the 
bafe. ... Chey..are twelve, feet diftant from each other iF he 
enormoys {tones which form the cicling are fo perfectly. joined, 
that they exhibit to the eye,nothing but .oné platform of «mar- 
ble, onc hundred and twenty-dix feet long, by fixty-fix feet 
wide. The walls are covered with innumerable hieroglyphios, 
‘which, from, the account delivered of them .by Mr.,Savany, 
~maft be extremely ancient. Amongit them are engravedsen 
marble the divinities of India. . Monfeur Chevalier, ag tour 
author obferves, formerly, governor of Chandenagor, who lived 
twenty, years in that country, vilited this ancient. monument 
on his return from Bengal. He remarked: there. the; 
Jaggrenat, Gonez, and Vichnou or Viltnou, fach,as they wre 
reprefented in the temples, of Indoftan. ‘+, Have, the; Egyp- 
tians, fays ons. author, received thefe divinities from. the. ia- 
dians, or the Indians, from the Egypnians? Were this queftion 
refolved, it would decide, the amtiquity ‘of the ,two. people.’ 
A fimilitude between fome of the Egyptian, bieroglyphigs.and 
Chinefe charasters, has formerly fuggefted a queition. of. fae 
fame kind, not eafy to.determine, 
_. At the bottom of the frit hall opens..a great gate, which 
Jeads to an apartment forty-fix feet long, by wwenty-owo wide. 
Six {quare pillars fupport the roof of, it... At the anglés are 
the doors of four. othér chambers, but fo. choaked ‘up:with 
rubbith that one cannot enter them,.., The lai hall, jsup deux 
feet long, by. twenty-four wide, has, ftaiss,, by, whichone de- 
Scends i into the fubterrancous apartments of this,.gvand edifice, 
"The Arabs, in Searching atter treafure, -have piled. up: heaps 
of earth and rubbith.—Our limits not permitting.us to.give a 
farther account of this magnificent edifice, we fhall obferve, 
as a very extraordinary circumftance, that, the walls, the roof, 
and the columns, have fuffered nothmg from the injuries of 
time. Mr, Savary informs us, that did not.she hiesoglyphics, 
sorroded in feveral places, mark its antiquity, it would appear 
to have been newly built. To the lJeft.of this.great building 
js another, «much. yg at. the bottom of whom teppete “ 
fort of altar. 

About a league to the wettward of -Dendera, lie the ruins of 
aiicient Tentyra, where, according to Strabo, Ifis and Venus 
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were adored. After crofling thefe. remains, the traveller ad- 
mires on an eminence two ‘ancient tem ates, the largeft of 
which ‘is * two: hundted feetlong; by: She Bandai tnd fatty 
wide: >“ Aroand it is a double frize, >The interior iv divided 
into feveral lofty apartments, fupported’ by large columns, 
with a fquare ftone by way of capital; ‘on swhich is ¢atved the 
head of Ifis. ‘The walls’ are covered ‘with*hieroglyphics, in 
different compartments. The angles of the temple are ‘ornas 
mented withoat by colofial figures; Ten flights of ftairs tead 
to the top. The fecond, fituated on the left handy is fmaller ; 
the-cornice which goes round it, and the gate:at the entrance, 
are decorated with falcons, with their witgs fpread. A double 
fquare ftone forms the capital of the columns which fapport 
the roof. On the walls are fculptured feveral figures of men, 
birds, and quadrupeds. Thefe monuments fhew the fame fo- 
lidity with thofe at Abydus, buat they have lefs magnificence. _, 
Letter XXXII, contains a Defcription of Giene, Cophtos, 
Cous; and of the Route from thefe'to Coffeiroon the Red Sea. 
Giene affords no remarkable edifice, but its environs are ‘o¢- 
cupied by gardens which produce excellent oranges, dates, 
lemons, and exquifite melons. The trees collefted ‘at: this 
place formvihades, which are invaluable under’a burning fey: 
Above it are-the ruins of Cophtos. ‘Situated on an eminence 
furrounded by the waters of the Nile, it was advantageoufly 
placed for'the commerce of the Red Sea. The great bafon 
whichoferved it) as.a° port, “is fill fubfifting, with two ‘bridges 
thrown over the canals thatsencompafs it. Cous, formerly 
the:cityyof Apollo, rofe-from the difafter-of Cophtos..° Like 
the latter; it was indebted for'its confequence to the commerce 
with! India, ‘and enjoyed great opulence during the dominion 
of the:Arabs. But the Turks havegot poffeflion of “Egypt, 
and this bedutifulbcountry ‘has been laid wafte by-a pacha and 
fourand twenty beys; Cous has’ undergone* the: fate of her 
predeceffor:Giene, which has fucceeded’ thefe two cities, 
has none of: their magnificence, becaufe the advantages of its 
fituation, and the fertility of its territory, cannot counter- 
balance the obftacles which the defpotifm’ of the’ Egyptian 
government, and the pillage of the Hedouins, oppofe to the 
progrefs of its'commercé. Our author afterwards gives a 
detail’of:this part-of Egypt, which, though little known in 
Europe,*is highly worthy of attention, Bat for an account 
of this interefting fubject, we muft refer to the work, : 
Letter XXXIV. relates the Journey from Cous to Thebes, 
with a Deicription of the eaftern Part of* this City, and the 
State of it:under the Pharaohs, the Romans, and the Turks. 
Our-author deicribes the'remains‘of one of the four principal 
* temples 
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temples mentioned. by Dinierak Sicnlds.!, It has eight entties, 
three of. which have before them fplinxes: of an enormous fize, 
with two largesftatues> ono fide, all hewn in the antique 
ftyle.:, After. pafling through thefe majeftic alleys, we arrive © 
at foor porticos, each of which is. thitty feet wide, fifty-two 
in height, and one, hundred. and fifty long. Pysamidical gates 
ferve by way of‘entrance, and ftones of an aftonifhing fize 
reft.on the two walls, and form the cieling.. The firftof thefe 
porticoes is entirely built of red granite, perfe&tly polithed. 
Four compartments, filled with hieroglyphics, occupy the ex- 
terior faces. ‘The interior has pnly.three rows, in eachof 
which are two human figures, larger than nature, {culptured 
with-infinite art, The fides are decorated with coloflal figures, 
elevated fifteen feet above the foundations of the gate. Two 
ftatues, thirty-three feet high, one of red granite, the other 
of. granite, fpotted with red and grey, are placed without. 
There is another in the infide, compofed of a block of white 
marble, the head of which is knocked off, Thefe coloffufes 
bear. in their hand a fort of crofs, named the phallus, whieh, 
amongit the Egyptians, was the fymbol of fecundity. 

The multiplicity of fubjeéts in the work not permitting us 
to give a particulars detail of the remaining parts of thisumap. 
nificent ftructure, the de(cription of which cannot but prove 
interefting to every reader, we muft haften, however reluét- 
aotly, through thefe delightful fcenes. 

Letter XXXV. prefents us with a Defcription of the weftern 
Part of Thebes. ‘The traveller now vifits the tombs of the 
Theban kings, excavated in an adjoining mountain.» The 
road that leads to it is ftrewed with marbles and with rains. 
Diodorus Siculus reckons forty-feven of thefe tombs; but at 
prefent the greateft part of them are clofed up, and there is 
no getting into above nine of them. The fubterraneous gab- 
leries which are before them, are in general ten feet high, by 
as. many wide; the walls and the roof, hewn out of a white 
marble, preferve the brilliancy and the polifh of ftucco.. We 

fhall only obferve that one of the grottos prefents to the fight 

a cieling covered with golden ftars, birds painted in cOlours, 
the frefhnefs of which appears to be not in the leaft diminifhed, 
and hieroglyphics, divided into columns, and cut on the walls. 
A block of red granite, fixteen feet high, ten long, ‘and fix 
wide, forms the farcophagus of the king, whofe figure, cut 
in relievo, adorns the lid. 

A little to the fouth-eaft of thefe fubterraneous manfions, 
the traveller difcovers the remains of a temple, the fquare 
pillars of which are crowned with ftatues, whofe heads are all 
brokep. In one hand they hold a fceptre, in the other a whip. 

5 The 
















449 Narrative of the Difcovery.of NewHolland, Se. 


The.ciccumferease.of the courts which: eacompaffed the tem- 
ple,; is-indicated by remains of columns and dtones ofan’ im: 


méafgrable-fize. In one! of ‘thefe courts: is ary aitonifhing Co- - 


loffus, lyin on: the earth, and ‘broken iii the thiddte. TE°is 
one and'twenty feet wide from’ one thoylder to’ the other’; “its 
head. i is eleven fegt long, and. eighteen in’ circumference, 13 
gigantic flatue is inferior only to that of Mémnon. The re- 
mains of the buildings which belonged to this temple: Cover a 
mile.« ground, x, and leave the td fays Mir. § Savary, deeply 
impe Ted. wi its magnificence. 


ti we rete re in-our- next. ¥ 
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An Hiftorical Narrative of the Difcovery of New Holland and 
New South Wales. Containing an Account of toe Inbabitaats, 
Soil,, Auimals, and oiber Produdions. ¢ fF thofe Couutries, aud 
including a particular Defeription of Botany Bay. , Illuftrated 
with a Chart of Nesp Holland, New South Weles, Botany 
‘Bay, Se. gto, 15. 6d, Fielding. 


A: Serious 4dmonition to the Publick, on the intended Thinf-Coleny 
* @t, Botany Bay. 8v0, 15. Sewell, 


W HILE the meafure of fending convicts to New Holland 

was a political arrangement, we were contented to look 
on with fome admiration and filent fufpence ; but fince it has 
become a’literary conteit, we have not been idle in examining 
the plan, and weighing, with exactnefs, the advantages and 
difadvantages of the deiign. It is not likely that our obfer- 
vations can have great weight with thofe who are to decide ; 
yet there may be fill time to guard againft’ fome inconve- 
niencies, or counteract the pernicious tendency of fome part 
of the plan, 

The firit of thele works contains an Hiftorical NMaitatiie, 
compiled from the voyages of different adventurers, who firit 
difcovered, and afterwards vifited, this ifland, which greatly 
exceeds, iv extent, any other on the globe: the Narrative is 
iluitrated by.a map. We fhall not enlarge on what has been 


already pwblithed, but proceed to the advantages of a fettle-~ 


ment, which the hiflorian has annexed. 


« Whoever takes the pains to examine the chart.of the late 
captain Cook's difcoyeries, wilb find there is an open ras: from 
the bay to the claiter of iflands called New Zealapd, lying 
fomewhat to the fouthward of the ealt, ‘at the diftance of Ly 
four hundred leagues, At about the fame diftance to the north- 
eat, lay the New Hebrides; a very moderate diflance from 
them, and nas the fame degree of latitude are the F rend 
: an 
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Ilands, ‘the Society Eflands, ‘and: the Marquefas Ules. > From, 
thefe latter) the rba:to che: Sandwich: Idands does nat 

eight hnndred icagues ; fa.thag'this whale tour fearcely eqvals 
a yoynge from Great Britain. teithe Carribbe iflands, and back, 
Its; HuaHae 3 is fo wea apted, for.carrying on. a trade between 
Nootk ie S nd an s River, on the American coaft, and 
the ifles of hip sa and Pe "Chinele empire, in fea otter’s fkins ; 
as al to perfeét ae eries which have hitherto been made tn 
tat part of the globe, a matcer which the lace captain King 
had: much-at heart.” Its neighbourhood alfo to New Guinea, 
and the adjacent ifles, may conduce to fome diftoveries, which 
in time may reinitate.this.country in a fhareofithe [pice wade; 
a wade which the Durch Batt India company have moaopolized 
for near two Cénturies. 

‘ Should. a war break out, with the court of Spain, cruizers 
from Botany . Bay, might much interrupt, if not deftroy, their 
lucrative commerce from the Philippine iflands to Aguapulco ; 
belides alarming and distrefhing: their Aettlethent bpon the weit 
coaft of South America.’ 


To thefe advantages maybe added, as has. been alle ged, 
that the New Zealand hemp, and the trees for mafts, ail 
render this fettlement very advantageous for fupplying the 
fleet on this ftation, in time of war, with naval ftores: 

The aughor of the Serious Admonition.is greatly alarmed 
at the probable mifchief. that wall refult from; the. plan, The 
hiftorian is a plasfible, but not, a well.informed, politician ; 
the admonitor .is by.no means ignorant.of the fubje&, bat {9 
full of. gloomy, apprehenfions, .as.to fufpect fleets, of Pirates in 
every fifhing boat. .. The great value. of .the Admonition con- 
fifts, however, ina Letter from. Mr, tn A on the {yb- 
je&t of a fettlement in Norfolk Ifand, more than. 18° of Jongi- 
tude to. the eaft,of. Botany.Bay. .This circumfance, though 
a material one, the admonitor has overlooked. .The run, 
however, whether made through the Endeavour Straits, or by 
daabling the fouthern cape, commonly. called Van. Diemen’s 
Land, cannot be very different to eithes place, 

Mr. Dalsymple. alleges,, that this, Jand is within the cem- 
pany’s charter,; and, the author feems to infinuate, chat, their 
cenfent has not been. obtained, though the treaty for canrying 
out the convicts virtually. implies thatconfent,, The diftance 
from Madrafs to Norfolk Jfland, and of courfe to Botany Bay, 
is faid to be toopreat to be depended on, for fupplies in aétual 
forvice, efpecially while India < can. iuelf fopply Sores. equally 
feryiceable, The, voyage would: employ. oe manths, fron 
Norfolk Ifland to .Madrafs,..and probably dangers, from the 
— variehle winds. which. occur in ,thefe climates, The die 
ftlance 
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. ftancé from our own dock-yards is too great to indulge the 
flighteft hopes of a fupply frém thence. 

The fur-trade, between the weftern coafls of America and 
China, feems at prefent exceedingly lucrative; but we have 
now to contend with many rivals in that branch ; nor can nu- 
merous advantages be expected from it, till we fhall probably 
have a more formidable one either in the Americans them- 
felves, or the Spaniards in the neighbourhood of Acapulco. 
Mr. Dalrymple thinks that the trade between Acapulco and 
Manilla is of little advantage to Spain, and that our other 
fettlements are a greater check to Spain than this ever will be. 
If the former pofition be true, and we believe it to be nearly 
fo, the latter is felf-evident. — 

The proje&tors of this plan, in their views of the advant- 
ages refulting from it, have probably afked this queftion :—Is 
this colony to be a band of outlaws, or attached to England 
as friends and brothers, and dependent on this kingdom? If 
it be a band of outlaws, every mifchief which can refult from 
piracy, or illicit trade, every outrage which malice or Juft can 
fuggeft will be committed on the neighbouring fhores, and 
brand the Englith name with a deferved odium. This cannot 
be the-intention. Can we then expec to hold, as friends and 
brothers, thofe whom we have cut off from fociety as an in- 
feted limb? This will not probably be the confequence. Are 
we to confine them by force? This feems to be the plan, and 
may be fuccefsfully carried on for a few years ; but it will be 
obvious, that the increafe of our garsifons muft keep fome 
pace with their population, and there muft be a time, which 

. cannot be very far diftant, when they may thake off our yoke. 

If it be expected that fome may be reformed, and aflift either 
the civil or military force, that the children will not ‘always 
inherit the villainy of the parents, the projector fhould look 
at the fize of the country, and the little probability of being 
able to confine the wayward, the refractory, and the villains : 
above all he thould look at North America, — 

' On the whole, from every view which we can take of the 
fubjeét, the advantages are precarious and diftant, the expence 
certain, and the bad confequences numerous and important. 
On the event of this fcheme the fafety of India feems to de- 
pend ; and, while it is big with future evils, it does not feem 
likely to produce any prefent advantages. To the convicts, 
it is not an object of terror, and of courfe not a punifhment ; 
in one way it certainly will be fo; for the length of the voy- 
age, the frequent change of climate, with the neceflary con- 

finement, will make the tranfportation fatal to many, » 

The 
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The titerary-mertofitheférwwo works we can! foon appre- 
ciate; the Compilation is:wel] executed: the fubftance of the 
Serfous Admonition 1s of, wore value than its language. We 
fhall fele& a fhort fpecimen from the latter. The objegtior has 
much force, and thie propofal Geferves confideration.. Fhe 
numerons objections already fated will be obviated in a great 


: re "42084 é 7a) 1%. Baers. fb . “yyy ° 
i Man modes of ifpotin of the convicts may e propofed ; 
but, at this time, I fh, iT only difcufs, the circumflances Which 
muft attend the prefent plan, merely as a matter of expence 5 
nd point out one place to which they can ndéw be fent, with 
fefs expence to the public, and without any danger from future 
éonfequences. — : 
*°® The convicts, if fent to Botany Bay, cannot be finppofed 
to get thither fooner than May 1787, if they fail from England 
by the beginning of November. r 

© The winter will thea be fetting.in, in, the foutherh hemi- 
fphere, without any fhelter,to. cover the convicts, when landed ; 
and they, muit, be fupplied syith provifions for.at leait. four 
anonths longer, or ten months from leaving England: though 
when the remote diftance from all countries from whence fup. 
plies can be drawn is duly confidered, a larger ftoc mult . 
allowed to be requilite for their fubfiftence, before they can be, 
in any degree, in a ftate to fapport themfelvés. | 
"© TF inftead “of Botany Bay, they be fenc to Triflan da 
Cunha, in 37° fouth latitude, between Africa and America, the 
voyage being fo" much fltorter, they might probably be fént 
feoner. from Englands and:as their. paflage. would be about two 
months, they would probably arrive.easly in January, whereby 
they would have the. height of fummer to. prepare for sheir 
winter habitations, and the ftock that ‘would be confumed in 
the courfe of the other yoyage, would be fo much faved of the 
expence.in the outht, and they will be fo pear the Cape of 
Good Hope, as ealily to be fupplied from thence, or from 

ngland, by the fouthern whalers, at little or no expence, as 
thefe Whalers would carry fuch neceflaties as they may want, 
in exchange for the oil that may be coltected.’ 
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cy® prefent Number will be unufually mifcelldneous, We 
mult acquit’ ourfelves of fome debts that we have ‘con- 
traéted, and we muft finifh the account which in the laff month 
we begat. The order can ‘be of ‘little’ confequence ¢ fo thar 
we fhall ‘confult our Own Convenience’ in firt relating M, 
Scheele’s experiments on-thefalt of wood+forrel, It is publithed 
in his native German) «in M. Crell’s Journal. 

“Won. LXII. Dec. 1786, Gg ‘ Having 
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¢ Having found that the earth of rhubarb was the refult of 
a combination of the falt of wood-forrel with lime, I made 
fome farther refearches-on the nature of this acid falt.? As we 
have not the Memoir referred to, before us, we cannot give 
any farther account of this difeovery. We lately examined, 
at fome length, the nature of the ‘aftringent principle, and 
found that it contained a latent acid’; but it was equally clear, 
that the acid was phlogiiticated by an oil, of which the refin 
was partly formed. When this refin was feparated, the re- 
maining earth may be what Scheele defcribes ; and the lime 
may give that equivocal appearance which we perceive in fome 
aftringent fubftances. We fhall endeavour to dxcover this dif- 
fertation } but the works of this author are fo diffufely feattered, 
that we are not very fanguine in our opinions of fuccefs. But 
to purfue the principal fubject. GS 
- M. Scheele feparated the alkali in the fame way by which 
he procured the acid of tartar. The excefs of acid was ab- 
forbed by chalk, and refembled the earth of rhubarb, which 
is infoluble in water, and the acid had a greater affinity to the 
chalk than vitriolic acid; fo that the former method of fepa- 
ration failéd. Diftillation broaght over only a fmall portion of 
the acid, which was changed by the fire. Another method of 
feparation was required, and it was at laft effected by a double 
elective attraction, viz. by adding to the folution of the falta 
folution of acetated lead, till no more precipitation enfued. 
The lead was afterwards feparated by an acid, and the pure 
vegetable acid ‘which remained gave very fine prifmatic 
cryftals. 

Té is well known that the acid of wood-forrel refembles the 
acid of {ugar in many of its properties ; but’it'was fuppofed to 
be of a'very different nature, for it was not known that a fixed 
vegetable-alkali, united with acid of fugar, would actually form 
falt of wood-forrel. “This ‘had nearly led Scheele himfelf into 
an efror, when he attempted to regenerate the falt from this 
pure acid; ‘To a folution of the acid he added a folution of 
alkali; the acid ftill prevailed, but, after fome hours, there 
was ‘no-precipitate of the falt of wood-forrel. When a little 
more'acid was added, for the alkali appeared to be in too large 
a proportion, a great quantity of {mall cryftals,; which he found 
to be the true regenerated falt, were depofiteds The acid of 
wood-forrel decompofes nitre ; fo that if it were not fo trouble- 
fome to procure the acid pure, it would be an excellent method of 
making the acid of fugar. In large quantities, the expence 
faved will pay for the troublee This acid prefents the fame 
appearances with every neutral, which has a fixed alkali for its 
bafis, as it did with nitre. 

After thefe experiments, in which the acid of wood-forrel 
and of fugar appeared to have the fame characters, our author 
attempted to reproduce the falt of wood-forrel, by combining 
the vegetable alkali with the acid of fugar. If a faturated fo- 
Bika lution 
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lution of the laft acid be combined with a faturated folution of 
the alkali, by adding the lixivium by drops, {mall cryftals of 
the true falt of wood-forrel will be formed under the eye during - 
the effervefcence. 

_ We muft not leave this fubje& without giving the fubftance 
of another Memoir of this author, in the fame collection, on 
the Acid of Fruits. The fruits were employed not quite ripe, 
pounded in a mortar and with a peftle of wood, then ftrained 
through grey paper. 

The acid and the falt of goofeberries refembled, in its pros 
perties, the acid and the falt of lemons. But there was another 
acid which remained when the infoluble earthy falt was preci- 
pitated, for the experiment was conduéted in the fame way with 
that employed to cryftallize the acid of lemons; and this new 
acid was combined with chalk, though its peculiar characters, 
as an acid, could not be deftroyed. This foluble acid falt was 
preripiensed by fpirit of wine, and was then found to be com- 

ined with a gummy fubftance. To feparate this gum, M. 
Scheele repeated every flep of the experiment, having pre- 
vioufly feparated it from the juice by means of fpirit of wine. 
At laft he procured the foluble falt pure, but the fpirit which 
was employed to precipitate the falt {till contained a foapy and 
a gummy matter. The acid was feparated by the acetated lead, 
and it is found to be the malaceous acid, or the. acid of apples, 
fo called becaufe though fruits in general contain feveral differ- 
ent acids, apples contain this almoft exclufively. 

We have now from vegetables procured three kinds of acids, 
The acid of lemons, of wood-forrel (comprehending the fac- 
charine acid), and of apples. The acids of vinegar and tartar 
are probably related to the acid of fugar and of lemons in their 
properties, or are concrete forms of aerial acids, The acid of 
apples refembles alfo the acid of lemons; but we fufpec it to 
be the faccharine acid in difguife ; for, when treated with fpirit 
of nitre, the acid of fugar can be procured from it. Our limits 
will not admit of our enlarging on all its properties. 

The following fruits contain chiefly the acid of lemons, with 
little or none of the acid of apples: the cranberry, red wor- 
tleberry, the bird’s. cherry, grapes, the folanum dulcamara, 
and hips. They may be faid to contain the former acid almoft 
exclufively ; for it has always a very flight mixture of the latter. 
‘The following contain almoit exclufively the acid of apples: bars 
berries, elder-berries, floes, mountain afh-berries, and plams. 
In the next fet, the adids are equally divided: goofe-berries, 
currants, ftraw-berries, black wortle-berries or bilberries, white 
{trawberries, cherries, rafberries, and cloud or knot-berries. In 
making the acid of fugar, there is an acid developed previous 
to the appearance of the faccharine ; it is in {mall quantities, 
and is the acid of apples. 

The detail of thefe experiments leads the author to confider, 
at greater length, the effects of the nitrous acid on different 
Ggz ve- 
















452 Forttcn Literary INTELLIGENCE, 


vegetable und animal fubftances. He had detected a new acid, 
joined with the faccharine ; and he tried to difcover in what 
proportion it appeared in different bodies. 

_ Gum arabic and manna gave. the acid of apples, and of 
fugar; fugar of milk gave’ the fame produéts, together with 
its peculiar acid, Gum tragacanth gave the fame products as 
fugar of milk, with a faccharine calcareous falt.' Starch ‘gave 
an indiffoluble refiduum, which, when wafhed and feparated, 
refembled a thick oil like tallow, and diffolved in fpirit of wine. 
Diftilled by itfelf, it gave out an acid like that of vinegar, and 
an oil which, in its fmell, refembled tallow, and* coagulated 
in cooling: it contained ‘befides, acid of fugar and of apples. 
The root of falep (a fpecies of orchis), befides the acids of 
fugar and applés, afforded a faccharine calcareous falt in great 
abundaace. “The extract of ‘dloes gave the {ame acids, and loft 
its bitter tafté.” A deep red refin was feparated ‘during the 
ebyllition, which had an agreeable fmelt like that‘of benjamin. 
The extract of colocynth was converted into’a refin, and ‘gave 
little evidence of facchatine acid. The extracts of plants which 
were examinéd, gave the two ufual acids: the extratts of we. 


+ 


clables* gave a little falt.of wood-forrel, which arifes from a 
Firtle nevieral falt ufually combined with theiringredients. The 
infufion of roafted coffee gave the two acids}. Infufion of rhu- 
barb gives mucii Yefin, oF an’ dpreeable fmell with the former 
acids.. Galls gave the two adids. Effential oils fcarcely gave 
atiy acid; bur oi! of the feeds of parfley was almoft wholly 
convertible into thefe acids. oe 

“With a very ftrong {pirit of nitre, ftrong glue gave 'the two 
acids: ifinglafs, eggs, and blood, pave the fame refults. During 
the operation a, thick oil fepatates, particularly from the yolk 
of the egg. The air is almoft' wholly phlogifticated air, which 
does not appear when vegetable fubftances are treated in the 
fame manner, A little vinegar always appears’ in the receivet 
with the dephlogifticated’ nitrous acid. The foapy extract of 
rine gave the acid of benjamin; and, by diftillation, the fame 
acid was procured from the acid of fugar of milk. The acid 
of milk very nearly refembles the acid of apples: M. Scheele 
obferves, that the acid of benjamin paffés unchanged: through 
the conftitution. It is more probable that this fubftance is only 
- ‘another form of fome of the other acids. 

It is plain, that in this examination M. Scheele did not always 
decompofe the refin. It appears that pure gums afford the peca- 
liar acids found principally in vegetable fubftances: it remains 
to be enquired whether pure'refins have the fame ingredients. 
This may ferve to diftinguifft the ‘prdportional quantities of 
gum and refin, in fubftances employed in pharmacy, fince this 





* We do not perfeétly comprehend his diftin@ion. If the former word 
. §neang herbs, the pofition is not true, for fome of thee contain neutral falts. 

- Will this ‘explain she acid tafe of the infiiqgn when added to Port 
“wine? 
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fubje& is fometimes.confidered {perhaps without reafon) as im- 
portant. Another way occurs, which may be flightly men- 
tioned. Some refins are refolvable into inflammable air : «gums 
have a very different quality; and, if all refins are capable of 
this refolution, it will afford a good method of difinguifhing 
them. We have only to add, that the French tranflation of 
M. Scheele’s Memoirs appears to be imperfect : we mention it, 
that we may not be anfwerable for ‘errors not our own. 
* * * * 


We fhall now finifh the Programma of the Society at Haer- 
lem. The following queftion is again propofed to be anfwered 
before 1.787. The few experiments made‘on condenfed air may 
‘probably be attributed to the imperfection of the machinesy , 
the Society, therefore, requires.a defcription of the moft pro- 
per apparatus to make experiments on condenfed air, in the 
moft convenient and accerate manner: an enquify into the 
action of condenfed air, in different circumftances, with this 
apparatus, particalarly with relation to animal Jife, the growth 
of plants, and the inflammability of different kinds ‘of airs 
with an explanation of the confequences and improvements 
which may be drawn from the different experiments ? 

For the year 1787, the following queftion is propofed.; we 
hope the fate of the United Provinces will not of itfelf give a 
partial anfwer.—Does, Hiftory furnith Proofs.of the Deciine of 
all Republics, when they have attained, -or at leatt appeared to 
have attained, the higheft Degree of Profperity which human 
Society, at that Era, was capable? if fo, mvuit their Decline 
be attributed to accidental Caufes, or arifing from the fame 
Source as their Profperity ? In that Cafe, can we apply thefe 
Examples to the prefent enlightened Period? If we can, what 
are the Means of preventing the’ injurious Conied pace of 
Caufes, in other-Refpeéts falutary, and, in what Way efta- 
blifh the Happinefs and Profperity of a Republic? 

The queftion muft be treated generally and philofophically, 

without particular difcuffions. It the decline of republics is to 
be attributed to the caufes of their profperity, the pofhibility is 
‘to be proved by the nature ef things, and fats eftablifhed in 
hiftory. The means proper to retard or prevent thefe fatal con- 
feyuences are. to be explained, and they are to be fuch as are 
practicable, 
- To be anfwered before 1788. By what Rules of Condud, 
founded on Theory, and confirmed by Experience, can the 
Health of thofe who go to the Eaft Indies, and entirely change 
their Climate as well as their Manner of Living, be beft pre- 
ferved ? Independent of general Rules, can any particelar ones 
be pointed out which will admit of Variation, according to the 
Rank of Individeals to whom they are to be applied ? 

What are we-to think of the Gradation which many ancient 
and modern Philofophers have admitted among natural Beings? 
‘and how far-can we eftablith the reality of this Scale, and che 
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Order which Nature obferves in it ? The Arguments are to be 
drawn from Natural Hiftory, and Memoirs will be received 
till the firfl of January 1789. 

To the following queftion anfwers will be received till the 
firft of November 1789. As the Purity of the Atmofphere is 
of the greateft Confequence to Health ; and as the Air of Ba- 
tavia can never be pure, becaufe the River into which all Kinds 
of Filth is thrown, either ftagnates, or flows very flowly, what 
are the beft Means to augment the Rapidity of the Current, 
and to obviate thefe Inconveniencies ? 

The anfwer to the queition on the Inequalities of Jupiter’s 
Satellites, was not fatisfactory ; but the beft Memoir, which, 
however, added little to the obfervations of Bailly, de la 
Grange, and Frifi, was gratified with a fingle prize ; and the 
double one is continued, which the author may obtain by re- 
confidering his Memoir, fo as to make it anfwer the expectation 
of the Society. For this purpofe it does not require that the 
author fhould only attend to the theory deduted from the prin- 
ciple of attraétion, but that he fhould principally apply it to, 
and compare it with, obfervations, fo as to afcertain its accu- 
racy from the relation between them. The great object of the 
Society is to obtain more exact tables of the motions of the 
fatellites of Jupiter, fince the former.ones feem to be formed 
from theory only, or at leaft with the affiftance of fome empyrical 
equations, deduced from attraction. As the obfervations on the 
third and fourth fatellite are lefs exact and lefs frequent than 
thofe of the two others, the Society will be contented, if their 
demands are fatisfied with re{peé to the firft and fecond, whofe 
motions have the greateft influence on navigation and geogra- 
phy. The Society invites the former author to this new en- 
gagement, and withes to be able to beftow on him the double 
prize. They do not mention his name; but his motto was 
¢ extremos quevis circumrotat orbes,’ 

. The queftion propofed in 1784, to be anfwered before the 
firft of November 178g, is ftil] continued, What is the Method 
followed by the Indians, including the Chinefe, of curing their 
internal and external Drfeafes ? and what are the natural Pro- 
ductions of their Country which they employ? 

How far can we determine the Natura] Hiftory of the Atmo- 
{phere of our Country, by comparing the Meteorological Ob- 
fervations made at Zwanenburg with thofe of other Places? 
The objet of this queition is to deduce from obfervations, 
1- What are the Changes of Weather, more or Jefs conftant and 
uniform, obferved in different Places and different Seafons, 
after the weight or Farce of the Atmofphere increafes or di- 
minifhes, that is, after the Barometer rifes or falls; as well 
after the Changes of the Degree of Cold or Heat, of the Force 
‘or Direction of the Winds ?. 2. 1f the Changes of the Weather 
or the Winds have a regular Courfe in this Country? 3, What 
is the Inilucace of the different Pofitions of the Moon in ie 
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Refpect ? 4. Have the different Pofitions of the Planets any 
Effect on the Atmofphere ? 5, What is the Connection between 
different Declinations of the Compafs and the Changes of 
Weather? 6. What are the general Rules to be deduced from 
thefe Obfervations, according to which'a Change of the Wea- 
ther can be foretold with any Probability ? The Society defires 
that other figns and appearances, if there are any which pre- 
cede, and commonly fhow, in our country, a change of weather, 
may be added. The Society has received but one Memoir on 
thefe fubjeéts, too unfatisfaétory to deferve the prize. Yet 
they hope much, and promife to reward the beft effay with a 
double gold medal, They limit no time, but the Memoirs are 
to be fent as foon as ready, and to be examined at the enfuin 
feffion. If not foon anfwered, the quettion will be contest 
without limitation of the candidates. , 

The Memoirs are to be as fhort as poffible, by excluding 
every thing foreign to the queftion: they are to be written in 
Dutch, French, or Latin; and fent franked to M.C. C.H, 
Vander, Aa, fecretary to the Society. 

* * * 


We hoped to have proceeded farther in acquitting ourfelves 
of fome promifes which we lately made; but we have advanced 
too far to engage at prefent’ in an extenfive fubje&. The little 
room which remains we fhall emplov in mentioning a new lite- 
rary undertaking at Strafburg, called the Acapemicat Li- 
BRARY. ‘The object of this plan is to publifh a rational cata- 
logue of every new work which appears in Germany. The firft 
paragraph of their Profpeétus, with which we have been fa- 
youred, fhall be tranflated. 

¢ The principal works of Spain and Italy have, in their turn, 
attracted the attention of the French. Voltaire laid the foun- 
dation of a knowlege of the Englith language, which the laf 
«var feems to have efablifacd*. ‘Vhe booklellers hope by this 
means to circulate the knowlege of German publications 
throughout Europe; and the fairs of Germany will undoubte 
edly enable them to compafs their defigns completely and ac- 
curaiely. The Catalogue will be publifhed every week, in 
French, in eight pages octavo. It will contain the new pub- 
lications of Germany and the North, with their price; the 
principal works will be in the departments of natural philofophy, 
chemuitry, mineralogy, natural hiftory, novels, poems, hiftoriés, 
&c. It will be fufficiently full either to affift or fuperfede the 
French journals in the department of German literature. It 
is publifhed at Strafburg and at Paris, at about ten fhillings 
fterling per annum. 

They with alfo to eftablifhh a Library, containg the works of 
the beft German authors; and they mean to publith a cataJogue of 
the fupplies which they receive. Their firft attempts are humble. 


~_ - 





* The American war has done much ; byt the very extenfive circulation 
of Englith news-papers has done more. 


Gg4 Tors 








( 456°) 


Gorberni Bergman, Opufcula Chemica & Phyfica, jam ab Auore 
"- revifa & aula. Vol. I[f, (Concluded from p. 228.) 
7 E mui now return to Bergman; and if we purfue him 
| with unufual minutenefs, we mutt be excufed, for it is 
taking the laft leave of an old friend. We do not hear that 
any pofthumous works remain. 

The Differtation which fucceeds that on Metallic Acids re- 
lates to the different Quantities of Phiogifion in Metals, It is 
the language of this differtation, which we lately hinted that 
Lavoifier had converted into hisown. Inthe terms of mathes 


Maticians, the quantity of phlogifion is inverfely as the quane 
tity of vital air; where a given proportion of phlogifion is 
faic by Bergman to be loft, fo much air Lavoilier finds has been 
gained, ‘Ihe quantities of phlogifton in metals is determined 
by the well-known experiment of precipitating them by other 
metals, when they affume their original form, having acquired 
their phivgiiion irom the metal added, in confequence of a 
double elective attraciion, The firft fet of experiments were 
made with a folution of filver, which may be precipitated by 
any metal, except gold and platina : the next fet contifted of 
precipitations of different folutions, by zinc, which gives up 
its phiogifton to every other. The fubitance of thefe experi. 
ments is now related in many elementary chemical works; fo 
that we fhall only tranflate the appearances with iron, and at- 
tend a little to the corollaries, which Bergman has himfelf 
drawn from the whole. 

¢ jron is peculiarly affected; a polifhed plate of this metal, 
in avery matleable itate, immerfed in a folution of filver (in 
the nitrous acid) for many weeks, was not vilibly changed, nor 
was any thing precipitated, though a fmall particle of zinc 
immediately procured a precipitation. A portion of the nitrous 
meénftruum was again added, but no corrolion appeared fpeedily, 
though heat was employed. The vefiel was put afide in the 
laboratory, and after fome days a little filver tree feemed to 
have taken root on the plate, but the vegetation was fmall, and 
the branches few, though in fome days they increafed, and be- 
came beautiful. Then fo much diftilled water was added ag 
had been carried away by evaporation, The yellow colour 
of the liquor fhewed that fome of the iron had been diffolved, 
but the plate did not appear corroded. A quantity of the 
acid equal to that in which the filver was diffolved, was added, 
and did not haften the precipitation. The trees taken from the 
plate, and immerfed in diitilled water, grew black, and were 
covered with ocre. Warious kinds of von were tried, viz. hot 
and cold-fhort, crude iron, furrounded copioufly or fparingly 
with coals during its fufion ; but none, befides the browntth- 
black crude iron, the cold-fhoyt, from the forge at Hufaby in 
Smoland, and the melted {cales, procured by boring cannon at 
Hellefors, fhewed a different tendency. The firft, added toa 
faturated and diluted folution,' threw down bright filyer, com- 
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pofed of fmall feales, like the argentum mufivum ; the latter wags 
gifturbed the fame way in about an hour. Ihe Hufaby iron, 
when changed into fteel, had no eifect; and the fcales were 
ufelefs before they had been melted. A hundred (aflay) pounds 
of filver were precipitated by forty-eight pounds of crude Hufaby 
iron; but towards the end of the experiment, the diffolved iron, 
precipitated again in the form of ocre, was troublefome, eipeci- 
aily when the heat was intenfe,’ 

We fhall add another remark. § Metals, which are taken up 
by the vitriolic acid without difficulty, are precipitated better 
than others, when diffolved in the nitrous acid. 

The fir corollary, which Bergman draws trom his experi- 
ments, related to this very remark, which he oblerves may be 
ufeful in affaying in the moitt way. '¢ Metals adhere to different 
acids in'a very diferent flate of phlogiftication.’ The nitrous 
air dephlogitiicates them moft; next the vitriolic, then the mu- 
riatic. The fecond corallary is, that the mutual quantities of 
the precipitating and precipitated metals, are in the inverfe 
proportion of their weights. If in 100 pounds-of filver the 
proportion of phlogifton be called :00, that of the fame quane 
tity of quickiilver will be 74; of lead, 43; of copper, 323; 
of iron, 342; of tin, 114; bifmuth, 57; nickel, 156; are 
fenic, 109; cobalt, 272; zinc, 182; antimony, 122; and 
manganefe, 196. If the proportion in zinc be 132, then that 
of gold is 394; of platina, 756; mercury, 80; lead, 47; 
copper, 290; bifmuth, 64; and antimopy, 127. There is 
fome doubt of the conclution relating to platipa, firce there ig 
a vifible effervefcence during the operation, ‘Thirdly, the ines 
tals appear in their complete ftate, and a cryflalline form; but 
the phlogifion adheres fo loofely as to fly away with very little 
heat. A fimilar appearance we remarked in metals, precipi- 
tated, in their metallic form, by aftringents. Fourthly, a 
portion of the precipitating metal ig fometimes thrown down, 
ihe precipitating metals, when added firft, become black, from 
a dep tition of cryitals, which fecm to be imperfectly reduced. 
Fitthly, the metal richeftin phlogiiton feems to be platina, then 
goid, iron, copper, cobalt, manganefe, zinc, nickel, antimony, 
tin, arfenic, filver, quickfilver, bifmuth, and lead. 

The next Differtation is on Sulphurated Tin, There are. 
two kinds of this fubflance prepared by art: one confifts of + of 
fulphur, and is fibrous, white, and fhining: the other is more. 
intimately combined by means of quickfilvey and {al ammoniac, 
with a much larger proportion of fulphur. This is or a fealy 
texture, and called aurum mufivum, from its colour. This fub. 
fiance was found combined by nature in Siberia: the exiernal 

art, or the cruft, was fealy ; the nucleus like the tirft kind 
juti deferibed. They appeared to be fulphurated tin; but the 
outfide had a flight tinge of copper. Specimens of this kind, 
we are informed, are not uncommon in Cerawali. Common 
byonze is defcribed to conift of 4 precipitation of copper mises 
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with aurum mufivum ; but what is fold fhews no appearance of 
tin, and it is probably a fulphurated lead. This fophiftication 
mift have been adopted to leflen the expence, but-it can have 
little effect in that refpect. 

The following Differtation relates to Sulphurated Antimo- 
nials. Bergman defcribes the chemical qualities of crude anti- 
mony and its calx, afcertainsthe proportion of fulphur in the 
latter, when capable of becoming glafs, and the weight ac- 
quired in calcining: It is pretty well eftablifhed that the calx 
alone will not vitrify ; and for this purpofe there muft be added 
about +. of fulphur: but the quantity is fo various, that the 

lafs becomes a very improper preparation to make a medicine 
which fhould be fo uniform as the emetic tartar. The liver of 
antimony is next defcribed, as prepared in a clofe veffel. It 
confifts of a kind of alkaline liver, containing the regulus, the 
alkali of the nitre joined with phlogtticated {pirit of vitriol, 
and the fame alkali with a phlogiiticated fpirit of nitre. Thefe 
falts and the liver are wafhed away by repeated affufions of wa- 
ter, and the crocus metallorum remains. The tulphur auratum 
is feparated by acids. 

The fulphur auratum differs according to the period at which 
it is precipitated from the fcorie. The third precipitation is 
fuppofed the fateft; but the procefs of Goetling affords the pre- 
cipitate more uniform. We fhall fubjoin it. This chemift 
found that two parts of crude antimony, well powdered, with 
three of flowers of fulphur, diffolved in a boiling ley of cauttic 
alkali, then filtered, diluted with water, and precipitated with 
fpirit of vitriol, afford a fulphur auratum fimilar to the third 
precipitation in the ufual way. In thefe preparations the ful- 
phur continues united to the metal, though its union is not 
equaily ftrong. 

The kermcs: mineral is another fulphurated antimonial, not 
very different from Goetling’s fulphur auratum. Befides the 
method defcribed in the Swed‘fh Pharmacopeia, Bergman mene 
tidns another in the dry way. Each of thefe preparations are 
chemically examined. 

Berg nan then concludes with fome corollaries. He obferves 
that antimony is combined with fulphur, in various ftates of 
phlogitiication; that a greater proportion gives a brighter 
orange colour, and the leis a more obfcure brownifh red..Com- 
plete regulus has litle effect: its power feems to increafe as the 
quantity of phlogifton 1s lefs; but when wholly carried away, 
it is inert: to the inert calx, fulphur gives activity, by adding 
phlogiiton, as in making the vitrum antimonii. Of the feveral 
preparations, none but the hepar requires an alkali: when pre- 
fent in the others, it feems accidentally there, and not neceflary 
to the preparation. Even the kermes may be made without 
its afhitance. The antimony, ‘he-thinks, is truly difiolved inthe 
fulphur. Its quantity in 100 parts of crude antimony is 26 ; 
of the Stockholm kermes, 48 ; and of Goetling’s fulphur, .75- 
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Our author recommends the glafs of antimony to be made of th® 
diaphoretic antimony and fulphur, to avoid the long calcina- 
tion. To make the kermes mineral, he advifes the cautftic al- 
kali; but thinks it may be more eafily made in the following 
manner: equal parts of fulphur and diaphoretic antimony, 
wafhed, mixed, and melted im a crucible, with a very flight 
heat, not more than fufficient to melt the mafs, will form a very 
convenient and ufefulkermes. Goetling’s method, by varying 
the quantity of fulphur, may alfo, in his opinion, be ufeful in 
making preparations of antimony of various and different effi- 
cacy. We have dwelt longer on this fubject, as we are now on 
the eve of receiving a new Pharmacopeia. The in(trudtions.of 
the compilers we fuppofe are received from the volume before 
us ; for thofe who are to reform a national pharmacy, ought to 
be acquainted with Bergman. Our humbler object is, to ex- 
plain what we hope will be found there, or at leaft to fhew the 
comparative progrefs of other nations, if we fhall happen tobe 
left behind. 

The Effay on Volcanic Productions is an elaborate and finifh- 
ed work. He begins with defining volcanic productions, which ° 
are bodies, either produced by fubterraneous fire, or any way 
gaifected by it. Thefe changes are fometimes produced in the 


‘moift, fometimes in the dry way. Bodies thrown out by vol- 


canos, little, if at all, altered, are calcareous earths in dif- 
ferent forms ; clay, particularly the marga, hardened; a white 
matter refembling quartz, containing clay, flint, and chalk; 
fchoerls cryftallized, not in the irregular figure produced by 
fire; glimmer, and fome pyritous metallic bodies. ‘The calcined 
and burnt earthy matters are, volcanic afhes, or the Puozzolane 
earth, containing a large proportion of flint, with fome clay and 
iron, anda very little chalk; tufa and pipereno, which are 
only afhes of ditferent kinds agglutinated, and fometimes mixed 
with fubftances not volcanic; pumice ftone, which refembles 
afbeftos in its nature; the white earth of folfaterra, which, 
foftened by fulphureous fumes, is partly wafhed away in the 
form of alum, and decompofed into a white earth, not unlike 
volcanic afhes. The earthy bodies, more or lefs fufed, are the 
fpungy and compact lavas ; ftalactitical lavas, found incaverns, 
in volcanic countries, probably from thefe caverns having been 
previoufly filled with melting lava, which had adhered to other 
ftalactites ; glaffy lava, in confequence of a perfect fufion ; 
which contain the ufual volcanic principles of clay and flint, 
with a little fteelh ‘The chalk is wanting, which feems to fhow 
that the vitreous lava fometimes differs in its principles from the 
other lavas. Among the terreftrial products of a doubtful ori- 
gin, the heterogeneous bodies found in lavas occur. It is con- 
jidered at fome length, whether they are produced in the bodies 
in which they are found, or torn from other fources, and added 
to the melted ftone. Bergman leans towards the latter opinion. 

7 The 
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The fubje&t of bafultes is examined at great length; and we 
fhall follow it more particularly, becaufe we have been led, by 
unfaithful guides, to mifrepreient our author’s opinion. ‘This 
fubftance is placed among thofe of a doubtful origin, and Berg- 
man feems to be clearly of opinion that it has not undergone 
the action of fire.. There is one ftriking fact to his purpofe, 
viz. that in a flight heat it readily runs into gla’s, But it muft 
have been perfectly fluid to crytiallize into this peculiar form, 
and we may add, that it muft have been kept in fulion fome time, 
fince the air feems fo completely feparated as not to appear in 
pubbles ; yet it is not vitrified, though fo fufceptible of vitri- 
fication. The author allo ftates, that all bafaltic columns are 
of a very early date: none are formed within our memories, 
‘or from the volcanos now burning. ‘To this we may oppofe 
the magnetic power of the iron in it, which is often produced 
jn iron ore by fufion. ‘On the whole, our author thinks baful- 
tes to -be a mafs, foftened by vapour, and retracted into this 
peculiar form by cooling. A modern chemift may explain the 
magnetic power by fuggefting that the iron gains fome inflam- 
mable ait by the decompofition of water: we have accumulated 
facts ; but we muft fill decline the deciding on them. In this 
‘memoir Bergman fhows the great fimilarity of trapp to bafalt:; 
‘and this has been already mentioned. 
~The author next examines the nature of fubftances fuppofed 
‘to be volcanic, and clearly fhows that the white fand of the 
ifland of Afcenfion, the green fteatite, partly pellucid, granites, 
jaipers, porphyries; and zeolites, are not of this kind. The 
faline volcanic productions are phlogificated ipirit of vitriol, 
which whitens the earth around it by acting on the clay of 
lavas, renders it foluble, and leffens the apparent proportion of 
this earth; fixed air, fea falt, and fal ammoniac. The latt is 
in fmall proportion, and may arife from a little volatile alkali 
‘¢ontained in the earths, from the exuvie of animals, or fome 
plants: the phlog‘fiicated vitriolic acid cannot feparate the ma- 
fine acid fram the alkali, = 

In the dry way, we find petroleum produced, which our at- 
‘thor afcribes originally to trees, whofe cylindrical layers are 
comprefied into horizontal ones, after the cohefion has been 
fomewhat diminifhed. But this reafon feems not to be fupported 
“by the appearanecs of thefe flrata. Another fubftance is ful- 

hur; and to this muft be added airs of different kinds, from 
which the peculiar colour and appearance of the fmoke is often 
derived. The metals found in lavas are iron and copper: we 
‘have feen fpecin:ens of the latter defcribed by our author; but 
in the greater number of thefe the copper feemed fixed in the 
“fpungy lavas by a erigri fubfequent to the fufion: in 
reality it was in the ftate of malachite. Copper may, however, 
be fome'imes contained in the fubftancée. Another metal is ar- 
{gnic; from the red colour of the Roman alum, our auther 
fuls 
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fulpected that cobalt was coatained in it ;° but the metal appears 
to be iron in a peculiar. fiate, 

Of the earthy bodies formed. in, the moitt way, flint is firit 
mentioned, The example of this fubftance, in-a {tate of folu- 
tion, is the Gey fer of Iceland, where the water fifes-to a vait 
height, and in falling depofits: flint, fo as to forma flinty bafon. 
We. are furprifed that our author, with many others, has been 
at pains to calculate the minute divifion of the. flint, and the 
great-heat of the water,neceflary to diffolve it, fince the depo- 
fition may well happen from, a decompofition of {path and a 
folution of the flint in its.aerial acid. ‘The-vatt height to which 
the fountain rifes, feems to, {how that a more elaflic fluid than 
water is concerned, though perhaps. the force.of, this argument 
may be fomewhiht leffened, when we confider that the water 
rauft be in the ftate of fteam.~ ‘The matter of zeolites may alto 
be diffolved.in water, by the means of great heat, and in cool- 


ing form ¢ryttals of this kind. Chalk, is, alfo fufpended fre- 


quently i in a greater proportion than ufual, probably by the help 
of fixed air. It then is depofited’as in petrifying {prings and 
ufyally contains a little iron. 
- Among the faline bodies, formed in the mofft way, our au- 
thor mentions fixed air, whichhe thinks is produced by means 
of elective attraction. The mineral alkali alfo occurs, and 
may have been feparated from the fea falt, either by means'of 
clay accidentally occutring, or by a more violent and long con- 
tinued’ fire. Vitriolated mineral alkali, eypfum, vitriolated 
magnefia, alum, vitriel of iron, fea falt, falited magnefia, and 
chalk, are of the fame kind. ‘The means by which thefe vari- 
ous bodies .are combined in the bowels of the earth will be fuf~ 
ticiently obvious. 

The phlogifticated fubftances produced in the moift way, and 
found in waters, are petroleum and fulphur. The method of 
uniting the latter to Water, ‘by the affiftance of an alkali, or of 
lime, is well known. Magnetia has the fame effect; but there 
is always reafon to fufpeét that a little alkali has remained yn- 
noticed in the earth. The nature of the waters ufually called 
hepatifed is now well known. Metals are infoluble in water : 
their faline preparations have. been already mentioned. Our 
author mentions the ethiops mattialis of Lemery, made by tri+ 
turating iron in water erly ; but feems ata great lofs to ex- 
plain thefe and fimilar fas: our readers already know what 
ufe has been made of them. 

The corollaries. drawn from thefe facts are, 1. That the prin- 
cipal volcanic fires are in a ftratum of clay, flint, and chalk, 
fince lava is compofed of thefe. 2. That their fituation: is on 
a level with or below that of the fea. 3. Thatthe fufable mat- 
ters not melted are above the reach of the fire. 4. A ftratumof 
calcareous earth muft be im tie neighbourhood of the volcano. 

. All voleanes are of the fame kind 6. Volcanic hills are 
entirely different from every other mountain. 2 
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On the origin of volcanic fires our author fays nothing fe. 
markable. He adduces the old experiment of Lemery, for the 
commencement, and tells us, that there are various fources o 
vital air to fupport the heat. ‘Green vitriol, alum, and gyp- 


fum, calcined with a frong heat, give vital air.’ We grant it ; 


but we want to find a fource for this ftrong heat, and we find no 
uncombined vital air in the bowels of the earth. We cannot 
even decompefe water without great heats; and we have no 
réafon to think that water is a new compofition, as it comes from 
the bowels of the earth. But we muft now leave this volume ; 
the only other effay has been already tranflated by Mr. Bed- 
does ; and the ‘reafon of our expatiating fomewhat more than 
ufual we have already afligned. 





Commentaires de Céfar, avec des Notes biftoriques, critiques, et 
militairés. Par M. le Conte de Turpin de Criffé, Lieutenants 
‘général des Armies du Roi, Sc. ce Ato. with 43 Plates. 

aris, 


E have not forgotten our promife; but, hurried away by 
temporary publications, we have delayed a more parti- 
eular account of a performauice really valuable. 

This elegant work was announced in the fifty-fifth page of 
eur prefent volume ; and we gave a fhort fpecimen of the tranf- 
lator’s language; but the tranflation muit be more generally 
known. Thecount remarks, that, ‘ when the moderns began to 
ftudy the art of war, they firft read the military treatifes which 
the ancients had left; but they foon found that the hiftorians of 
the Roman and Grecian generals had facrificed the details of ope~ 
tations to the graces:of language ; and that their works, admir- 
able. for, ftyle. and .compofition, are almoft ufelefs for thofe who 
would enquire into the conduct of the military leaders. * What 
increafes the dithculty, adds our tranflator, is, that time, which 
has {pared fo. many frivolous works, has deftroyed thofe which 
might have given us excellent inftructions on the moft important 
and the moft difficult of all arts. The letters of Alexander, the 
journal of his lite, and the memoirs of his generals, which were 
fill extant in the times of Plutarch and Arian, are loft to us. 
We regret the three books of the Life of Scaurus, compofed by 
that. illuftrious:Roman, which Cicero does not hefitate even to 
prefer to the Cyropadia of Xenophon. The memoirs of Ca- 
tulus, who divided with Marius the honour of having defeated 
the Cimbri, thofe of Sylla.and Lucullus, are now known only 
by name. Pompey had commiffioned Theophanes of Lefbos to 
write his life: this work, written by the friend of Pompey, and 
under his eye, would undoubtedly have informed. us of many 
things which we muit now be ignorant of.’ 

We have ftill fome didactic performances, and the count has 
formerly written Commentaries on the Theory of Vegetius, Gus 
fe * others 
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others on the Memoirs of Montecuculi. But, though thefe are 
inftructive, it is much more advantageous to'follow the greatett 
of men and of generals in his marches, his encampinents, fieges, 
battles, and victory ;:to affift in his councils; to catch his ge- 
nius in thefe rapid and powerful. moments of infpiration which 
decide the triumph ; to become his contemporary in the interefting 
{peétacle of his policy, of -his actions, both civil and military. 
Thefe are the advantages of Ceefar’s Commentaries: the relation 
of this able general’s actions, whofe merit Lipfius and Bayle have 
not fufficiently comprehended, whom Montaigne calls the true 
and fublime patron of the military art, who deferved the praifes 
of Cicero, and whole: pages, in the language of Monrefquieu, 
are volumes, It was an object of confequence, not fo much to 
interpret the text as to follow Czfar in his expeditions, to pene- 
trate the motives of his conduct, to furvey him in the middle of 
the obftacles which he had to encounter, to defcribe his friends 
and his enemies, to balance all the interefts which engaged the 
firft people of that era, aud to draw from thefe important and 
magnificent objects military inftructions. To a Frenchman this 
work mutt be peculiarly interefting. He fees in thefe volumes 
the firft traces of the chara€ter of his anceftors > here the flyle 
of the hiftorian is warm; he appears to love his nation; andy. 
as he has ferved it in the more active parts of ‘his life, he finifhes 
his career, in this work, with the moft perfeé& propriety and con- 
fiftency.. He is more interetted, he fays, in the memoirs of the 
Gallic war, as a Frenchman, than he is attached:to:the civil war 
in his military character, 

The text is that of ‘Dr. Clarke, exactly copied, and his era 
lation is-that of Wailly,: carefully correGted. * Fhe work is em- 
bellifhed with.a great number of plans, by which we can eafily 
follow the marches, pofitions, and the defignsiof Cefar, and his 
enterprizes. The work is concluded by an wretpMdbevidal table of 
the nations, cities, and rivers mentioned by the author, with 
their‘ancient and modern names, 

The original part of the work muftof courfe be the notes + 
many of thefe are éxtenfive differtations; and together they form 
an excellent work, both of the political and’ military kind.» It 
is impoffible to give a connected: view of thefe notes. We mutt 
therefore felect a fpecimen, ‘and it fhall be*that which relates to 
Labienus, in which the count’s erudition 4s an hiftorian is‘only 
equalled by the force of his ftyle and the dignity of his thoughts, 

¢ We cannot read the hiftory of this war (the civil'war) with- 
out afking with furprize how Labienus could abandon Czar? 
He had the greateft fhare in Cefar’s favour, in: his confidence and 
fuccefs.. In the Gallic war he fometimes: fhared the command, 
and was fometimes intrufted with the moft important expeditions. 
When the intereft of Caxfarcalled him’ to Italy, it was to Labi- 


enus that he eommitted the care of the army, and of the conquered. 


provinces. Inceffantly employed in creating friends and parti- 
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gang, he would not furely have neglected to attach to his interefts 
a man of fo much merit, the companion of his labours, and the 
joftrument of his victories; Labienus owed to Cafar not only a 
vait reputation, but immenfe riches. Gratitude, therefore, made 
fidelity a duty, and co enfure it, he need only have confulred his 
prudence: befides, he ought to have known Cafar too well nor 
to be fenfible how dangerous it was to follow other ftandards, 
Yet he takes up arms againft Cefar, at firt ; oppofes every pro- 
pofal of peace; demands with violence his head ; and ceafes not 
to fiche agsinft him but at the laft moment of his life*. What 
was the motive of his defertion and his hatred ? 

‘ Cafar fays nothing about it: he never complains of La- 
bienus, and, when he {peaks of him, it is with the tranquillity 
of an indifferent hittorian. Hf confident of himfelf, he defpifed 
Labiebus as too weak an enemy, I efteem the pride of the hero; 
if, hurt with his ingratitude, he {till fpares and pardons him, I 
admire and I love fo much generofity ; if his filence proceeds 
only from a hardnefs of heart, neither fulceptible of friend- 
fhip, or of any other paffion but glory, he excites my wonder, 
but I hate him. : 

¢ Hirtins fuys only that Pompey warmly folicited Labienus to 
join him. But would he.have. had reafon ro think that he could 
detach him from Ceafar, if he had not known his fecret 
thoughts ? 

¢ Dion alone gives us fome light on this fubjeét. Labienus, 
fays he, inflated with the glory which he had acquired, and the 
riches which he had accumulated, would be equal te his general. 
His haughty bebaviour ofiended Cefar, who-did not afterwards dif- 
tinguifh him with his ufual friendfhip.. Labienys could no longer 
fupport the change, and abandoned him. The conduét of La- 
bienus adds credit to this ftory. His invetives, his anger 
againft Cafar, the violent manner with which hé fpeaks of him 
and his troops, as well as his cruelty towards the prifoners 
whom he had maffacred, difcovers a man hurried away by re- 
fentment, and overpowered with envy. Plutarch gives him too 
much credit, when he attributes his defertion to his love for the 
republic, and for Pompey. Cicero was fill more im an error, 
when he calls hin a great man, and an excellent citizen. La- 
bienus was only ungrateful and jealous. Czfar knew him 
better: he thewed no regret at lofiog him, but fent him his mo- 
ney, and his equipage. 

_ ¢ The republican party founded great hopes on him, but 
was foon deceived. Not a fingle Roman followed him: he 
brought over only fome Gauls, who were attached to his for- 
tunes, We fee that the inhabitants of Cingoli, a village which 
he had built, yielded to Cefar; and we {oon fee him in equal 
contempt with the party which he had abandoned, and that 
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* He was killed at the battle of Munda. 
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which he: preferred.’ ‘* We-fhall expect Afranius and Petraeus, 
fays Cicero, for in Labienus there is little dignity.” This time, 
at leaft, Cicero was not deceived, The lieutenant, who, under 
Cefar,, was covered with glory, when feparated from him was 
weak and contemptible; the man who had been the right-hand 
of the conqueror of Gaul, was now a vile refugee, wandering 
about the world, in the train of Pompey. 


¢ Fortis in armis 
Cefareis Labienus erat, nunc transfuga vilis 
Cum duce prelato, terras atque equora luttrat.’ 


¢ Lucan puts thefe words into the mouth of Czefar with great 
propriety. Another author has told us of Cefar obferving 
that Labienus, in changing his chief, changed not only his for- 
tune, but his courage. Czelar is faid to have made this obferva- 
tion, mordaciter exprobando *. 

¢ But by what means did Labienus appear fo different in the 
civil from what he did in the Gallic war? It is the lot of thofe 
who defert one party for another: ancient and modern hiflory 
furnifhes a thoufand examples of it. Defertion is not only a 
{tain on the glory, but it renders the happieft qualities and the 
fineft. talents ufelefs.. Labienus was no. longer.at the head of 
thofe veterans, whom he could remind of their g:eat actions, 
and his own: he was unacquainted with thefe new troops, and 
was unknown to them. In other refpects, his firft fucceis was 
owing to Cafar rather than to himfelf. It was Caefar who led 
him to victory : he no longer knew the way without his cuide : 
he no louger received from a hero thofe grand and ‘rapid ideas 
which decide battles: the fame genius, which fupported hin 
before, raifed lim to greatneis, then preffed on, and overwhelined 
him. , In-'Gaul, he was the companion and friend of Cefar-; 
in the camp of Pampey, he.was only Labienus,.’ 

This effay will carry along. with it its own apology. We fhall 
only make two obferyations on the fubject. Ceefar, it feems, was 
not fo paflive as he is reprefented. As an hiftorian he was above 
perfonal reflections, and perhaps is the only man who has written 
an account of his own actions without the flighteit imputation of 
vanity, without feeming to think of himfelf. Befides, he cer- 
tainly defpifed Labienus; and the event fhewed that he did fo 
with reafon. It is probable that this general’s talents were of a 
fecondary kind ; and itis cerrain’ that he left Caefar, becaufe he 
eould not be the firft. The fame miftake may have rendered 
him inaétive in Pompey’s camp. He could not fubmit to one 
fuperior : he muit there have fubmitted to many. 

Few think more highly of Czfar’s genius, his intuitive and 
acquired Knowledge, than ourfelves: few make greater allow- 
ance for his good fortune; but fomething elle added to his fuc- 
cefs. If the conteft had been between him and the republic, nu- 








ii * Sharply upbraiding. 
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merous armies would have appeared on every fide againft him. 

The patriots faw that the conteft was only for a mafter: fome of - 
them referved their arms to oppofe the conqueror; but many 
were led to inlift on one fide or the other by the popular talents 
of the feveral commanders. Czfar’s abilities, his popularity, 
and good fortune, were all fuperior. The warm republican to 
this day detefts his name ; but to rail at Cafar fhews a fhallow 
policy. Rome was ready to put on fetters, the could no longer 
remain without a governor, and Czfar fhewed by his conduct 
that he deferved the honour of riveting them. Sylla gained 
much and deferved credit, by refigning his command; Cefar 
gains as much, in the eye of philofophy, by his conduct in it. 
When the fpirit of liberty had expired, it was virtue to fubmit 
to an intelligent and enlightened ruler. | 

We have faid fo much to lead others to think more. We have 
chofen an extract, which we hope will induce our readers to con- 
fider the work at length, | 
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Mr. Haftings’s Review of the State of Bengal. 8vo. 35 
Kearfley. 


Memoirs relative to the State of India. By Warren Haftings, E/y- 
Late Governor General of Bengal. 8voe 4s. Murray. 


The Prefent State of the Eaft Indies. By Warren Haftings, E/q. 
Late Governor General of Bengal. 8vo. 25. Stockdale. 


ROM Mr. Haftings’s acknowledged abilities, and his long 
adminiftration of the affairs of Bengal, there is, probably, 
no perfon better qualified to defcribe the ftate of that country. 
But when the merits of his own government are involved in 
the recital, there is likewife, perhaps, none more liable to be 
fufpected of mifreprefentation. Proof, however, and not fuf- 
picion, ought to guide the determination on this fubject, con- 
cerning which, Reviewers are not the inquifitors.—With refpeé 
to the feveral editions of this publication, we do not find, in 
point of narrative, any effential difference amongft them. Mr. 
Kearfley’s edition refers to authorities which are not publifhed ; 
Mr. Murray’s is publifhed with the permiffion of Mr. Haftings ; 
-and Mr. Stockdale’s is executed from a copy printed by him in 
"March laft, for the information of a few official gentlemen. 
"The two laft mentioned editions are accompanied with notes ; 
' befides which, that of Mr. Murray, with fome additions, con- 
tains, in an Appendix, a Narrative, written by the Prince Je- 
handar Shah, and has, prefixed to it, a print of Mr. Haftings. 
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# Political Index to the Hiftories of Great Britain and Irelands 
By Robert Beatfon, Efq. 8vo0. 9s. in Boards. Robinfons. 


Mr. Beatfon prefents us with a hiftorical detail of our bi- 
fhopricks, and their pecuniary value; the origin and hiftory of 
the different orders of fociéty and knighthood amongft us; and 
the hiftory, duties, and emoluments of the public offices. The 
work is not of a kind that ¢an afford much political information; 
but it may ferve to employ the leifure of a vacant hour, with- 
out difguit, though perhaps with little entertainment, 


Dry Fe Er: x: 


Leétures on the Creed of Pope Pius IV. or the Trent Confefion of | 


Faith, 12m0. 35. Rivington. 

Though Popery has ceafed in appearance to fpread, yet the 
horrors and apprehenfions of Proteftants are flill alive. They 
reflect, with a refpe&t approaching to veneration, on the noble 
fabric of the Proteftant church, and guard, with an eager zeal, 
againft any innovations, any inroads from their former anta- 
gonifts. They are not equally on their guard on the other fron- 
tiers ; and, while they are ready to repel an hottile attack with 
all the warmth of enthufiafm, are not aware that their boafted 
fabric is frittered away by divifions, weakened by refinements, 
and, in a great meafure, neglected from an indifference, under 
the guife of a tolerating fpirit. Though we think there is little 
to fear from the machinations of the church of Rome, yet we 
do not condemn the attention of our author, who is placed 
among many of its fectaries. Though we difapprove of the 
numerous fects continually rifing, with fome new enthufiattic 
fancy for a bafis, yet we fhould condemn any other mode of 
oppofition than might be made by an increafed earneftnefs in 
inculcating the truths which God has revealed, by a zeal for 
his fervice, and for the welfare of the flock committed to the 
charge of each paftor. In reality, che only contefts fhould be of 
this find : a fervour addreffed to the paflions may, at firft, over- 
¢ome the more mild perfuafive arguments directed to the heart, 
but the imagination is affeted only by novelty: when, froma 
well-grounded emulation among the teachers, neither is exe 
ceeded by the other, in good intentions, or well-direéted exer- 
tions, the caufe of truth, and the decifions of the judgment, 
will triumph. 

. The innovations made in the Nicene Creed by the Council 
of Trent, in the pontificate of Pius IV. are well known, 
They relate to the principal tenets of the church of Rome, viz, 
fradition ; the authority of the fathers ; additional facraments, 
confirmation, penance, extreme unétion, orders, and matri- 
mony ; the Trent doctrine of juftification ; the facrifice of the 
mafs ; tranfubftantiation ; denying the cup to the laity in the 
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adminiftration of the facrament ; purgatory ; adoration of faints 
and relics: image-worfbip ; doctrine of indulgences ; the {u- 
periority of the Romifh church; papal fupremacy ; and the 
authority of general councils. nee 

Thefe are the fubjeéts of our author’s Leétures, which are 
very well calculated for general ufe. His language is perfpi- 
cuous and accurate; his manner mild and perfuafive : on the 
whole, we think thefe Lectures have great merit, without aim- 
ing at the fplendour of eloquence, @Jaboured refinement of 
language, or an ufelefs difplay of learning. If, in our aathor’s 
fituation, the tenets of popery feem to fpread,.we know of no 
more effectual antidote to the poifon. =~ 


An Abftradt of the Gofpel Hiftory, in Scripture Language. 12m0. 
6d. Jobnfon. 


It is properly obferved,’ that Chriftianity, being foynded on. 
facts, is beft delivered ‘ tc the world in a hiftory of the public 
life and.difcourfes of its great author.’ This Abftract is there- 
fore publifhed as a cheap book for the ufe of Sunday fchools. 
It is compiled from. the feveral Evangelifts, whofe different ac- 
counts are properly harmonized, and the language of our tranf- 
lation is preferred for its fimplicity, and from a defign to render 
the fcripture, language familiar. The particular paflages in the 
Prophets are ufually referred to. The execution deferyes com- 
mendation, though the fhert fentences, probably defigned for 
the eafe of learners, have not an agreeable effect. 

We fhall fele& a few lines, as afpecimen of the author’s man- 
ner, and.an exampie of our obfervation. 


¢ And the child grew, and became ftrong in fpirit, filled with 
wifdom, and the grace of God was upon him. When he was 
twelve years old, his parents went to Jerufalem to the paffover. 
And, as. they returned, Jefus tarried behind. And they found 
him in the temple, fitting in the midft of the doctors, both hear- 
ing them and afking them queftions, And all that heard him 
were aitonifhed at his underflanding and anfwers. Then he 
went down with them to Nazareth, and was fubjeét to them. 
And Jefus imcréafed in wifdom and ftature, and in favour with 
God and man.’ 


ti wk oh the ee | 


Olivia; or Deferted Bride. By the Author of Hortenfia, &c. 
: 3 Vols. 12mo. 75. 6d. Lane. © 


The modeft merit difplayed in the Introduction, and the ge- 
neral tenor of thefe volumes, which are calculated to fhow that 
a confcioufnefs of having aéted right will fupport the mind 
onder the greateft misfortunes, deferve our commendations. 
The ftory and the incidents are not uncommon, and — 
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little praife or cenfure. The ftri&t feverity of virtre is well 
preferved, and is itfelf a reward ; but it is rewarded alfo by a 
proper diftribution of poetical juliice. We do not often add 
{pecimens of ‘novels, yet the following lines contain a leffon fo 
juft and ufeful, that we with to preferve them. 


‘It is dangerous, fays our author, to permit girls to ape the 
woman too foon,—and my readers, I truft, will be of rhe fame 
opinion, if they have ever obferved the folly of it, by feeing 
the appearance of a woman difgraced by the playful fimplicity, 
or the forward impertinence of a leading-ftring girl. It may 
likewife be right to remind them, that fuch an early transfor- 
mation makes the feafon of youth fhort, and entails upon them 
a long, tirefome, and too often contemptible cld age.’ 


Reginald du Bray. An Hiftoric Tale. By a late Noblemane 12m0~ 


35 Lane, 


This may be ftyled an Heroic, rather than an Hiftoric Tale, 
fince it abounds with diftrefled damfels, difguifed heroes, tilts 
and tournaments, and has little connection with hiftory. But 
that our annals muft record each literary phantom that fhines 
and difappears, this work might have been fuffered to fink into 
the vale of oblivion, to which it was faft hattening when chance 
threw it in our way. | 

The preparatory difcourfe, by a celebrated female pen, is one 
of the efflays, part of the joint ftock of Mr. (now Dr.) and 
mifs Aikin, of hich the greater part, if our information be 
true, belongs to the gentleman. ‘This condu& cannot be de- 
fended; and the offence is increafed by the mangled carcafe 
that is expofed to public view, the wretched paper and the im- 
perfect letter. ' 


The Convent, or Hiftory of Sophia Nelfon. 2 Vols. 63. fewed: 


urray. 


This pleafing writer treads in the footfteps of mifs Burney 
with confiderable fuccefs; and, to be next to this lady, is 
furely no jgnoble ftation. The ftory is told in the fafhion- 
able form of letters, in which the ftyle is not fkilfully difcri- 
minated, though it is, at times, fufficiently varied to raife it 
above uniformity. The language is, in general, eafy, correct, 
and fometimes, in f{pite of numerous prefs errors, even ele- 

ant. The ftory is well managed ; the fituations generally 
interefting, and the characters well copied. Indeed, from the 
charaéters, we can form the fchool of the authorefs, as eafy as 
‘Mr. Capell, of induftrious memory, could afcertain that of 
Shakfpeare. Caffandra Woodville is the Female Quixote. Dick 
Woodyille is Tony Lumpkin, combined with all the mif- 
h 3 chievous 
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chievous humour of captain Mirvan; and Lucinda Craven is 
the lady G of Richardfon. In the incidents, the detec- 
tion of Woodville, by means of Dalton and Dr. Wentworth, 
is too much like that in Amelia by Dr. Harrifon; and the 
Adventures. of the Convent have been already traced by many 
different pens. 

In this detection, we do not mean to detract from the merit 
of the fair author; for, to fupport a character, to groupe a 
variety together, and to frame a feries of incidents for the 
purpofe of giving them a force proportioned to their import- 
ance, requires equal abilities with thofe neceffary to pourtray 
a countenance never yet feen. Many of our moft pleafing 
comedies contain not one original character: befides, it is not 
always eafy for an author to diftinguifh between invention and 
recollection ; and he often will think that new, which has no 
other merit than that of a free fpirited copy, 

In the other parts of an author’s duty, in thofe, for in- 
ftance,. which we have juft contrafted with originality of cha- 
rater, this lady has fucceeded very well. The fentiments are 
lively and judicious, the ftory is conducted with a fcrupulous 
decorum, and we pafs with propriety 





¢ From grave to gay, from lively to fevere.’ 


The fecond volume is, perhaps in more than one refpe&, 
inferior to the firft, The Review of the Circulating Library 
reminded us of the inquifition on the library of Don Quixote : 
our author’s fentiments of Mount Henneth, Cecilia, and Tom 
Jones, are very juft. Mifs Craven, who is the : judge on this 
fiery trial, obferves very properly, on another occafion; ‘I 
believe many of my own fex, who pin their faith on the opi- 
nions of others, are, after all, in the right; for, having no 
fentiments of their own, they get a little confequence in the 
world by adopting the ideas of others.’ The converfation on 
the comparative merit of ancient and modetn heroes and he- 
roines, is well conduied ; the defcription « of bon ton, fatirical 
but juft. 

We cannot difmifs our authorefs without our beft wifhes, 
—Indeed the feeling writer of the following paflage deferves 
a good hufband, if fhe has not one already. 


* Let witlings and debauchees deride a chafte and happy 
union, of which their grofs and hackneyed imaginations can 
conceive no pleafurable idea: let them rail on, and in their 
exclufion from the ftate find their punifhment.’ _ 


ARITH- 
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ARITHMETIC, &e. 


Tables of Intereft, from One Pound to Five Hundred Millions, for 
One Day. To toe above are added Tables which have been formed 
with a View to expedite the Bufinc{s of thofe that deal in Goods 
that are fold by the Hundred Weight. By Thomas Hurry. 12mo. 
35. Robinfons. 


Tables of this kind are doubtlefs very convenient for all per- 
fons concerned in trade and banking: but exactnefs of calcue 
lation and correétnefs in printing muft ftamp their value. 
Though we have not leifure for a minute inveftigation of every 
page of the work, yet, from an examination of fome parts of it, 
we find no reafon to fufpeé the accuracy of the whole. 


The Compendious Meafurer ; being a brief, yet comprebenfive Trea- 
tife on Menfuration and Practical Geometry. With an Introduction 
to Decimal and Duodecimal Arithmetic. Adapted to the Ufe of 
Schools and Practice. By Charles Hutton, LL.D. aud F.R.S. 
12mo. 35. 6d» Robinfons. 


The abilities of Dr. Hutton, as a mathematician, have long 
‘been known to the public... His works in general befpeak him 
a writer of perfpicuity and accuracy: and that which is now 
before us deferves equal commendation with his others. 

In the year 1770, the doétor publifhed a quarto Treatife on 
Menfuration, which defervedly received the approbation of 
mathematicians of every rank; but the fize and price not being 
fo well adapted to general ufe in fchools as could be withed, he 
has now publifhed a compendium of the {cience, wherein thefe 
objections are obviated. 

By way of introduction to the fcience of menfuration, our 
author gives fuch parts of decimal and duodecimal, arithmetic 
as are particularly neceflary, From whence he proceeds to geo- 
metry ; giving a copious lift of definitions, and practical pro- 
blems. ‘10 them fucceed the menfuration of all kinds of planes 
and folids which are the fubject of prattical menfuration ; al- 
ways giving one example fully wrought out, and a variety of 
cthers for the pupil’s pra@ice. Then follows the menfuration 
of the works of mafons, carpenters, tilers, plaifterers, painters, 
glaziers, plumbers, &c. with a copious collection of pertinent 
examples in each refpective part, for the exercife of the learner. 
Land-furveying fucceeds, wherein is much ufeful information, 
not only to learners, but alfo to many who may think them- 
felves adepts in the fciences To this fucceéd*conic fections, 
and their folids ; followed by cafk-gauging, as naturally refult- 
ing from thence. After which are feveral chapters on mifcella- 
neous fubjetts ; “as fpecific gravity, the weights and dimenfions 
of balls and fhells, the velocity of found, &c. with variety of 
ufeful examples in each, A chapter of mifcellaneous queitions 
Hh4 {uc- 
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fucceeds; and the whole concludes with a brief table-of circu 
lar fegments. 
In perufing this work, the reader may meet with a few falfe 
references to the figures ; but they are fuch as he is in no dan- 
er of being mifled by. : : 
The work is written wit great perfpicuity, and is replete 
with fo many pertinent examples, that we freely give our re- 


commendation of it to all fchoolmalters and others, who make 
menfuration their practice. 


A Key to Hutten’s Arithmetic. Containing the Solutions, at full 

Length, of all the Quefions propofid in that Work. Being very 
ufeful for all Preceptors and others who make Uf of his drith- 
metic.’ Py Charles Hatton, LL.D. and FLR.S. 12m0. 35. 
Robinfons. . 


Thofe fchoolmafters who yfe Dr. Hutton’s Arithmetic will 
find this Key.a ufeful work, as it will not only enable them the 
more readily to examine the folutions of their pupils, but will 
point out to them the beit methods of folving arithmetical 
‘queftions ;. for we feldom find any writer whofe folutions are fo 
perfpicuous as thofe of Dr. Hutton. 


A Treatife of practical Arithmetic and Book-keeping by fingle Entry. 
By William Finayell, of Newcaftle. Sold by the Author. 


Every attempt to facilitate the progrefs of the ftudent, in 
any department af {cience, is worthy of attention. Mr. Tin- 
well evinces himfelf to be a€tuated by this motive ; and as there 
are various gradations of human capacity, we cannot deny a 
fhare of merit tq him who accommodates his ideas to the 
‘meaneft. — , 


Au Introdufion to Arithmetic. By William Butkr. 8vo0. 25. 
Longman. 


Another attempt at facilitation, but carried to fuch a length, 
that ufeful fcience is loft in extreme fimplicity. The work has 
been begun by a ichoolmafter, and completed by his {cholars, 
{t is-nothing more than a cyphering hook. 


. LA W, & 


Laws of the Legiflature of New York, in Force againft the Loyal- 
ifts, and aficéling the Trade of Great Britain, aad Britifo Mer- 
chants, aid others having Property in that Statt, 8v00 35. 


Debrett, 


The Laws comprifed in this: pamphlet are fuch as are in force 
againtt the loyaliits, and affect the trade of Great Britain, The 
editor has added to the collection fome other objects of the le- 
giflature, omitting anly thofe parts of the feveral laws which 
yelate to the internal police ef the ftate, « 
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The Prefent Practice of the Court of King’s Bench, By Fohn 
Sheridan, of the Inner Temple, Efy. 8v0, 75, in Boards. 
Walker. 


The jurifdiftion of the Court of King’s Bench being ver 
extenfive, and its prattice in proportion, the latter matt at f 
farily be rendered more difficult to attorneys. To diminith this 
impediment is the object of the prefent treatife, in which Mr, 
Sheridan points out diftin@lly the various modes of preceeding, 
and occafionally illuftrates the different fubje&ts by faitable pree 
cedents. 


Obfervations on the Ufe and Abufe-of the Praétice of the Law, 
| Swe. - Parfley. : 

This little work is intended to arm mankind again impo- 
fition from thofe who affume a garb of importance, and profefs 
‘themfelves lawyers, without any knowlege of the fcience. It 
is well intended ; the admonition is ferious and forcible ; the 
examples appofite, and probably true ; nor is it without a fhare 
‘of pleafantry, mixed with a becoming indignation. Thefe 
Obiervations can no more affect the refpeétable practitioner than 
Foote’s Latt can affect a learned phyfician, or his Sqaintum a 
venerable divine. We hope it will guard many from the /cpaé 
fharks, particularly thofe who offer to affitt the diftrefled, under 
an affumed name, by a plaufible advertifement. 


The Law’s Difpofal of a Perfin's Eftate who dies without Will or 
Tefament, By Peter Lovelafi. The Third Edition, 8vo, 45. 6d, 
Whieldon. | 


We are pleafed to fee the labours of a man, who endeavours 
to be ufeful, rewarded by an extenfive fale of his works.. We 
have more than once commended the execution of this compi- 
lation, and gaye our opinion of the defign. The fecond edi- 
tion was much enlarged, but we perceive no material additions 
to this before us, 


A Compendious Syftcm of the Bankrupt Laws. By William Cook, 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Efy. 8v0, 85. in Boards, Brooke. —— 


The laws relative to bankrupts are fo.much detached fram 
each other in the ftatute-books, that, to haye recourfe to them 
feverally, is a tafk which muft be attended with great inconve- 

- nience to, practitioners. By the prefent Compendious Syftem, in 
which thofe laws are regularly digefted, the trouble of the 
barrifter is greatly abridged ; and he is farther benefited by an 
Appendix, which contains the neceflary inftructions for tranf- 
acting a commiffion of bankruptcy, accompanied with a variety 
of precedents. : ‘ta 
An Alphabetical Lift of all the Bankrupts from the tfi-of Fanuary, 

- 1774, tothe 30th of Fune, 3786. Svo. 25:6d. Jarvis. 

The title of this production {ufficiently exprefies its nature. 

The 
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The Speech delivered by Sir Peter Calvert, LL.D. preparatory tg 
judging a Decree in Favour of Mrs. Inglefield. 8vo0. 15. 


This Speech was delivered at Doctors Commons, previoufly 
to adjudging a decree in favour of Mrs, Inglefield, who had 
been fued by her hufband for fuppofed a&ts of adultery, which, 
in..the opinion of the learned civilian, were entirely deftitute 
‘of foundation, 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


4n Amorous Tale of the Chafte Loves of Peter the Long, and of 
bis moft honoured Dame Blaache Baxu, bis feal Friend Blaife 
Bazu, and the Hiftory of the Lover’s Well. Imitated from the 
original French by T, Holcroft. Small 8vo. 3s.6d. Robinfons. 


This morceaw: is profeffedly an imitation of one of the old 
French metrical romances. The poetical language, and the 
antiquated diction, are well preferved. If the Preface tells 
“truth (but we are apt to fufpeét Prefaces which relate to old 
manuf{cripts), we fhould fufpe& that this Tale, even its ancient 
ftyle, has been modernized from a copy ftill older: the original 
feems, from many reafons, to belong to the fifteenth century, 
or is a fkilful imitation of the manners of that eraa—We {hall 
-tranfcribe a love-fcene of that period. We would recommend 
only the fincerity of the lover, the form would probably not be 
very fuccefsful, 


«¢ And what is then the will of your heart ?” faid Bianche, 
greatly moved. To adore at the altar of love, foftly and 
abafhed, anfwered I.—No fooner had I faid that than my heart 
fluttered within me, and all my blood ran back. Blanche was 
* going to reply, but fhe fighed, could not f{peak, andblufhed 
“and turned pale by turns: at laft, drawing in her breath hard, 
* fhe faid,—** Well-a-day ! and pray, Mr. Peter, who is it then 
*-you love fo dearly ?”—Ah! anfwered I, that dare | not fay, 
feeing that, though a moft true lover I, I yet am not beloved. 
—** Nay, but fpeak, fpeak,” faid Blanche, turning away her 
head, for fhe had not the audacity to look towards me. 

¢ Whereupon I fell upon my two knees, and, with piteous 
' fighs and tears exclaimed, itis you! you, dearly beloved mif- 
‘ trefs ! keeper of my life! my foul! my heart !—Blanche, mute 
and piteous, languifhing, glanced a gentle look towards me, 
‘ fighed, and faid, ‘*-Well-a-day! how much I do fear your 
* love !”——-And wherefore, moft fair and gentle miftrefs ? anfwered 
J." A true and loyal fervitore- 1 am, and in this world no with 
have I but that of pleafing you. To obtain grace in your fight 
«I would die love’s faint ; for you have won my heart, for ever 
and for aye. Fear not mea deceiver; no! not fire, tortures, 
nor death, fhould make me. other than yours; or afk what 
might caft the flightelt ftain-upon your pure and {now-white 
honour. 


¢ Un- 
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¢ Unfortunate man that I was! could it be believed? yea, 
fo faying, I was daring enough to take the alabafter hand of 
Blanche, who, through her extreme emotion, no longer heard 
or faw me, and drawing her gently towards me, her beauteous 
face there inclined and fell upon mine. Then‘did I feel a fud- 
den warmth, an inebriety of pleafure tingling through all my 
veins, and rath love made me fo ftrangely forget all duty and 
refpect tht I could nou longer reftrain my lips from touching 
hers, nor from imprinting there a moft delectable, moft ardent, 
and moit amorous kifs.’ . 


The kifs difpleafed, but the lady repented of her difplea- 
fure; and, after a feries of incidents, fomewhat uncommon, 
Peter is at lait married to his adorable Blanches—On the whole, 
this is an entertaining and curious ftory, The adventure of the 
Well feems to be copied from an older tale. 


A Soort Treatife on the Inflitution of Corporations, and an Enguiry 
into the Conduct of the Bench of the Corporation of Maidftone, 
Sc. 12m0. 150 


This pamphlet relates particularly to the condué of the cor- 
poration of Maidftane, which the author defcribes as divided 
into two parties, the Whigs and the Tories, between whom an 
animofity has long fubfifted, until, at length, the former have 
proved victorious, in the election of common-council men. This 
event affords fubject of exultation to the writer, whofe patriotic 
{pirit we with to be employed rather in healing the wounds of 
civil difcord, than in rankling them by an invidious triumph. 


M. Corderii €olloquiorum Centuria feledta; or a Select Century of 


M. Corderius’s Colloquies, with a literal Tranflation of the firft 
Sixty, and Two Vocabularies, i12mo.. 15 3d. Becket, 


The firft fixty of thefe colloquies are accompanied with a li- 
teral tranflation, in a feparatecolumn. This part is fucceeded 
by twenty longer coiloquies, without a tranflation, but arranged 
in the order of conftruction; and afterwards by twenty other 
colloquies, of yet greater length, in the natural order of the 
Latin language, and according to that of the original. This 
contrivance is intended to facilitate the acquifition of the Latin, 
and is the work of the rev. Mr. Farrer, matter of the grammar 
{chool at Witton le Wear, in Durham, 


Traité relatif a la Table graviée pour la Conjugaifon des Verbes 
_ Frangois’S Angloiis By G. Conte. Sold by the Author. 


There are fome fpecies of illuftration by which a fubje& may 
be rendered more perplexed ; and we fufpect that Mr. Conte’s 
Table is not entirely free from this inconvenience. But the 
fureft method of afcertaining its utility, will be an appeal to 
the comprchenfion of thofe who are only beginning the ftudy 
pf the French icncusgee , 
The 
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The Private Soldiers and Militia’ Man’s Friend. 1270. 3de 
Kearfley. 


- The defign of this little production, the work of a ferjeant- 
major, is to recommend to foldiers the vartous duties of their 
fiation, fuch as obedience, cleanlinefs, &c. with receipts for 
cleaning their hats, caps, and accoutrements. Mr. Trenchard, 
for ‘his: good endeavours, is juftly entitled to the emoluments 
_which may arife from the {fale of his publication ; but we muca 
fear that, however fmall the price, it will not be very generally 
diffuled amongit the foldiers, if the expence muit reft upon 
themielves. 


Dr. Duncan’s Short Account of the late Dr. Fobu Parfons, Ce. 
8v0. 15. Murray. 


This pamphlet contains fome memoirs of a few worthy phy- 
ficians; who died in the courfe. of laft year, Thefe were Dr, 
Parfons, Dr, Huck Saunders, Dr. Collignon, and Sir Alexander 
Dick. ' 


Vhe Life and Chara&er of Thomas Letchworth, a smut of the 
Gofpel among the People called Quakers, By William Matthews, 
1zmo. 15. 6d. Dilly. 


Mr. Letchworth was a fpeaker amongft the Quakers; and 
we find him denominated by them, on this account, a miniiter 
of the Gofpel; a title which, if we are not mifiaken. is: un- 
ufwal with this fect. The juftnefs of fuch a diftinétion, how- 
ever, cannot be denied: for he appears to have been eminent 
"for the recommendation, as well as practice, of every religious 
guty, 


Lhe Ears of Lord Chefterfield and Parfon Goodman. Tranated 
from the French of M. de Voltaire. By Ff. Knight. Small 
‘$vo. 25.6d. Kearfley. yt 


If this is really the work of Voltaire, it exhibits this author 
in his night-cap, driveling with old age, doating from infirmi- 
ties, and raifing a nervelefs arm to attempt an ineffectual blow. 
‘It contains the threadbare arguments of the modern deilt againft 
the exiftence of a foul, and {ome of the moft important tenets of 
revealed religion, in q ftyle and manner which we think Voltaire 
would have blufhed to own. 

The tory, from which the title is drawn, does little credit 
to rhe author’s invention. A poor parfon applies to lord Chet- 
terfield for a living: his lordfhip was deaf, and knowing him to 
be afflicted with the ftone, fuppofes that his application was on 
that account, and humanely fends him to Mr. Sidrac, an ope- 
rator in this line. ‘The converfations are between Goodman, 
Sidrac, and Dr. Grew, a great traveller; for lord Chetterfield, 
‘thinking that he had been fufficiently liberal in procuring eafe 

for 
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for his dependent, gave the living to another, and Goodman 


loft his rectory and his mittrefs.. He regains. both by thet 
fimple and delicate expedient of refigning the zomingl poffeffion, 


of the latter to his lordfhip’s fteward, as.a feparation had, in 
tle interval, enfued between the married couple. 

The following fpecimen: of our author’s manner is lefs ob- 
noxious than the reit of the work : fome part of it may deferve 
a fliare of our praife. 


‘IT am much inclined to conjecture with you, that God es 
made us eating, drinking, walking, fleeping, feeling, thinkitig, 
full of pafhons, of pride, and milcry, w ithout acquainting. was 
with a fyllable of his fecret, We do. notin the leait understand, 
this article better than the peacock I {poke of, and he who has. 
faid that we are born, live, and die without knowing how, has. 
faid a great truth. 

‘ He who calls us the puppets of Providence, has well—it 
appears to me —defined us ; torin fhort we require an infinity: 
of motions to our exiftence.——Now thefe motions do,not proceed 
from ourfelves; itis net we who have eftabhithed the laws of it 
—there is fome one, who having made the light, makes it mave 
from the fun to our eyes, and to reach them in feven minutes— 
it is only by motion that my tive fenfes are. affected—it is only 
by thefe five fenfes that I gain ideas — it is therefore the author 
of the motion who gives me my ideas, and when he fhall tell me 
in what manner. he. gives them. to me, I will return him thanks 
with all hnmility.—1 already return him many, for having per- 
mitted me to contemplate, for fome years, the magnificent ipec- 
tacle of this world—as faid Epicte:us—it is true that he could 
render me more happy, and enable me to enjoy a good benefice, 
and my miftrefs, mifs Fidler: but-in fhort,.circumftanced as { 
am, with my {ix hundred and thirty fhillings a year, 1 am fill 
under a great obligation to him,’ 


Charaders of ‘the Kings and Queens of England, feleted from dif- 
ferent Hijtories ; avith Ob fervittieus and Reflections, chiefly 
adapted ‘to common Life; and particularly intended for the In- 
Siruction of Youth. To which are added Notes Hifforical. By 
J. Holt. Vol. I, 2m. 35+ Robinfons. 


The firft part only of this work is yet publifhed: it comes 
down fo far as the time of Edward the Third, whofe character 
concludes the volume. It confifts of extraéis from Hume and 
Smollett. The character of each king is taken from the hifto- 
ries of thefe authors, in their own words. Obfervations on the 
charaters then follow, which are not only familiar and clear, 
but apply the regal charaéters to human nature in general, and 
adapt them to more general ufe. The Hiftorical Notes which 
fucceed, relate to the peculiar incidents of each reign; the 
fanners and ftate of fociety in each period. On the whole, 
we 


















































AS 


eee aman ——— 


eas 





































478 Monxtutry Catatocut. 


we think the defign commendable, and the execution judicious; 
In .a.few inftances we differ from the author in his ‘ Obferva- 
tions ;” but, in ages fo dark, when prejudice coloured the 
feene, and guided the pen of the monkifh hiftorian, it is fur- 
prifing, not that there fhould be different opinions, but that 
they fhould be, almoft in any inftance, uniform. 


Au Account of the Societies for the Reformation of Manners in the 
laf Century ; with fome Remarks adapted to the prefent Period: 
and an Abftract of various Penal Laws, 8vo. 6d. Rivington« 


The Societies for the Reformation of Manners were infti- 
tuted in the reign of king William, a period when the exam- 
ple of the licentious court of Charles the Second had extended 
through the kingdom, with a rapidity which the feduétive 
manners of that reign and the delufive f{plendour of vice will 
fufficiently explain. The account, part of which is extracted 
in this little pamphlet, was written at that time, with great 
force, and no {mall fhare of elegance. It explained the con- 
dué& of the focieties at that period, and contributed not a 
little to their fuccefs. We hope it will be now equally fuccefs- 
ful. The attempt is highly commendable: a fociety of this 
kind is inftituted at Huddersfield, in Yorkfhire ; but we hope 
it will not be confined to that fpot. ‘The many fimilar efforts 
which have been made, fince the firft publication of this ac- 
count, with only a temporary fuccefs, induces us to fufpect, 
either that the love of diffipation is implanted too deeply in the 
minds of this nation, or that the meafures have not been pro- 
perly directed. In a licentious age, men muft probably be fe- 
duced rather than terrified : infamy would perhaps fucceed bet- 
ter than pains and* penalties ; rewards would be more alluring 
than only to efcape punifhment, though with the approbation 
of the internal monitor, the confcioufnefs of having acted right. 


An Addrefs to the Grand Furies, Conftables, and Charch-wardens: 
Printed at Wakefield. 


This Addrefs owes its origin to one of the focieties which 
patronife the plan of reformation mentioned in the preceding 
article, and its object is of a fimilar nature to that which has 
been {pecified: 
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479+ 
CORRESPONDENCE. | 


WE have carefully confidered the charge of plagiarifm, lately 
alluded to in our Correfpondence; and, having received the 
allegations of each party, fhall now offer a few concife re+ 
marks. 

It was alleged that Mr. Fearon, in his Treatife om Cancers, 
had tranfcribed, without acknowledgment, many paflages of 
Mr. Bell’s Treatife on Ulcers, and his Syftem of Surgery. 
There are three initances in which this author may be fuppofed 
to have taken from Mr. Bell’s Treatife. The firft is in p. 26*, 
on the Caufe of Cancer from impeded Circulation in the 
minute Veffels of Glands. -It is alleged, in defence of Mr. 
Fearon, and truly, that this is particularly mentioned in the 
page before us, as ‘ the received opinion :’ it is added that, in 
the manufcript, the paflage was marked with inverted commas, 
though they were omitted in the printing. 

The next paffage is on the Local Nature of Cancers, in the 
30th page of Mr. Fearon (Bell, p. 303). In’ this too, it is 
afferted, that the preceding paragraph alludes to the opinions 
of others. ! 

In Mr. Fearon’s 34th page is another copy from the Treatife 
on Ulcers, p. 317, relating to the Inflammation’ of ‘Glands, . 
which are afferted never to afford good matter when fuppurat- 
ing, and, from peculiar irritation, may allow of the formation 
of matter of the «orf kind. 

In thefe paflages Mr. Bell’s words are ufed, except in two or 
three fentences, where the language is fomewhat improved. 
This feems to fix the charge of plagiarifm very ftrongly ; nor 
is it an excufe, that the opinions of different authors were 
{poken of, when the words of ome were ufed without an ac- 
knowledgment. Mr. Fearon’s conduct in this refpect was cer 
tainly unguarded, and feemingly reprehenfible. He did not 
reflect, that every author is exceedingly irritable, and catches 
at a remote hint, though of the commoneft kind, as his own $ 
but we ought to add, that the communication we received was 
not immediately from Mr. Bell, and we do not know that he 
was the author of any part of it. If the firft paflage had been 
the only one, the omiflion of the inverted commas might havé 
been allowed in excufe. : 

Yet, on the other hand, we think this part of the crime not 
enormous. The frft and fecond paflages are very common ones : 
the language only is peculiar to Mr. Bell. ‘The third contains 
a general fact, with a kind of explanation, {0 loofely worded, 
that, if it had come from our pens, we fhould never have claimed 
x. Glands do not fuppurate kindly, or heal eafily ; but this 





* Said to be a copy of part of page 319 of Mr. Bell’s third edition; the 
edition of Mr. Fearon’s work which we have examined, is the fecond. 
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goes a little way only, in explaining the difference between a 
common milk fore, a running cancer, a malignant parotid, of 
aferophulous ulcer, to which the fame unmeaning terms will 


apply. In truth, if we can perceive any very atrocious error. 


ia. Mr. Fearon, it is picking up an obfervation fo, ipdifcrimi- 


nate, and of fo little importance. This part of the charge con-. 


tains no yery capital offence. He has atted, as we huve-already 


Qbferved, improperly, by tranfcribing, without attributing the’ 
language to. its proper author; but the different paflages in 
gifpute do wos greatly exceed a page ; and their tendency we 


have already. explained. . 


The. next, charge relates to plagiarifms from Mr. Bell’s Sure. 


gety, and it is.of mose importance. Mr. Fearon is faid to have 
adopted | Mr. Bell’s operations for the removal of cancerous 
teftes and mammz, without quoting his work.. In, the deferip. 
bo of the fermer, operation shere i is certainly a confiderable 

ifference, which wil] appear in comparing Mr. Bell’s firft vo- 


lume,’ p< §25y with Mr. Fearon’s fecond edition, p. 72... The 


fecond operation, is directed to be performed in nearly the fame 
way by each; but Mr, Fearon contends, that his method was. 
publithed in "the Medical Journal for 1783, while Mr. Bell’s 

fecond "volume was only publithed at Edinburgh, in February 
1784. It is, a confirmation of Mr, Fearon’s allegation, that 
the operation in.difpute is ay the end. of the volume; and it 
appears from, Mr. Bell’s Preface, that the conclufion was re- 
tarded by his preparing another edition of his Treatife on Ulcers 
for the prefs. We tannat fuppofe that this was an excufe for 
the frinter’s delay. At the fame time Mr. Bell declares, in his 
fecond volume, that be. had. practifed ‘this. method .ever fince 
the year 177°. This. we bane every reafon. to believe; but; 
while we confider the improvement as due to Mr. Bell, we 
cannot reprehend Mr, Fearon, till we know whether he had 
ever heard! of its being done, or-whether he colleGted it from 
the inftrution of former authors, who diligently. inculcate the 
neceflity of, faving as much of the fkin as may be poftible. . At 
the fame.time, we know that.they did not practife their tenets 
in the extent! te-which. they have been lately carried. 

On this.ground the difpate at pxefent flands. We have given 
the refult of the moit candid enquiry we have been. able to 
make, in juftice to two characters who have contributed tp 
inftsucé the world. 
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ton-court, 319,—Fifteen milesround 
London, ibid. 
Caroline of Lichtfield, 199 
Carrol (Dr. ) review of the controverfy 
' between him and Meff. Wharton 
and Hawkins, 158.—Remarks on 
‘Wharten’s addrel tu the Roman 


¢ catholics of America, 396 
afaux’s (marquis de) thoughts on the 
bmechasiifen of focktien ge? 


Cafe of a lady who had the {mall pox 


during pregnancy 334 
Catechifm, an aftrologital ~~ <> 317 
Céfar, commentaires de, °** ~. : 462 


avaGteres (des) extericurs des mine- 
raux;s 55 
Charaders of the kings and queens of 
England, vol.l. «47 
biclfum's (Dt.) reply to “Mr. Gibbon, 
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Chrifianity, the progrefs and efta- 


blifhment of, | 418 
Clarendon’s (earl of) ftate. papers, 
. 962, 272 

Clark’s game laws, 319. 


Clarkfon’s effay on the flavery and com- 
_ merce of the human fpecies, 121 
Clinical obfervations. on the. ufe of. 

opium, 252 
Collesion of fongs, 313 
Collignon’s (Dr.) mifcellaneous works, 

359 


Colloquiorum (M. Corderii). centuria 
felecta, 


475 
Commemoration of Handel, 52 
Commentaires de Cefar, 462 


Commentaries, medical and philofophi- 
_ cal, vols. V- X. 6x 
Commerce and jiberty, thoughts on, 157 
Companion, the parifh officer’s, 398 
Compendious mealurer, the, 471 
Complete compendium of the milit:a 
laws, ibid. 
Condalence, Alnwick’s, 233 
Conflagration, a poem, 392. 
Conte’s traité relatif ala table gravee 
pour conjugaifon des. verbes, 475 
Convent, the, 69 
Cook’s (capt. ) laft voyage to the Pacific 
- Ocean, 399 
. (Wm.) compendious fyftem 
of the bankrupt laws, = = 473 
Corderii collequiorum centuria felecta, 

47 
Corn, thoughts on the bil! for regu- 
lating the export and import of, 

I 
Corporations, treatife on the ek 
of, 475 
Correfpondence between lord Macart- 
ney and major-general Stuart, 76 

—, 80, 240, 320. 399, 47 
Crell’s (Dr.) chemical etn ~ sp 
Crimes, new experiment for the pie 
vention of, 239 
Crude mercury, ob‘ervations on the 
ufe of, 23e. 
Crutwell’s edition of bifhop Wilfon’s 
Bible, 172 
Curfory remarks on inclofures, 320 

D 





se (mifsFanny), adventuresof, 80 


Debate the eftablifhment of a 
fund foy the difcharge of the ia- 
tional debt, 72 

Dafance of the do@rine of the Trinity, 

309 

Deferiptionof the Glaciers of Savoy,14 1. 

_ om Of a feet of prints of ok. 
hifiory, 238.—Of the various fcenes 
of the fummer feafon, - 


7 Deferip- 
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| Deferiptive journey through the inte- 
rior paits of Germany and France, 


“Experimeat-for the prevention of 
crimes, 289 


396 Experiments and odfervations relati 


Deferted bride, the, 468 
Difbauded officer, the, 203 
Difcoyzfe on the doétrine of attach- 


ments, 157 
Difcoverics and voyages mfade in the 
North, hiftory of, 330, 4or 
Differtation on the growth of wine in 


gland, 97 
Differtations on the origin, &c..of . 
intelligent beings, &c. 412 
Diverfions of Purley, 47 
Dornford’s {even letters to the lords 
of the privy council, 80 
Dramas, facred, 102 
Dramatic pieces, 148 
Dropfy, animadverfions on the nature 
and cure of, 230 
Drufes, hiftorical memoir concerning 
the, 369 
Dewan’ s (Dr.) fhort account of the 
late Dr. Parfons, &c. 476 
E, 


Ears of lord Chefterfield, 476 
Eaft Indies, pretent ftate of the, 466 
£afy \eflons for yours children, 160 
Efficacy of a fiuking-fund of one 

miilion per annum confidered, 72. 


Egypt, leiters on, 3379 436 
Eliments of punctuation, 73 
Elfrida, a novel, 68 
Elllis’s natural hiftory of zoophytes, 1 


Emily Herbert, 236 
Enclofures, enquiry into their influence 
oul popu ation, 395 
Kngland, characters of the kings and 

queens of, 477 
Enquiry inte the origin and antiquity 
of tke lues venerea, 62.—Into the 
influence whichenclofures have had 
on population, 395 
Enea Tiregoevic, 47 
Effzy on the inveftigation of the firft 
principles of nature, part Il, 20.— 
On the flavery and commerce of the 
human fpccies, 121.—On the pro- 
pagation and difperfion of animals 
and vegetables; 237. —On pari 
workhoufes, | 238.—— QGn_ 
309.—-Towards eftablithing a fy- 
. ftam ¢ of ‘police; 716.+—On: beards, 
318.—On the life, character, and 


Writings of Dr. Johafon,'' 429. 
Effays, poetical, . S79 1a gaa 
Liftablifomént (progrefs and) ob Chitin 

anity, 

Eternity of the world, -. a! 1 937 
+ vidences’ of the Ctiriftian religion, - 


wou y SA: 


£« 


- to ‘natural. -philofophy 81,— To 
-acetous air, fixable air, .éc, 88. 
And obfervatiors-on.the danger of 
copper and bellemetaly.; 241 

Explanation of the tafe relating ,t ty the 
capture of St. Euftatius, e233 

Fixportation of-wool, &c: abftragt xf 
v atts of pavliament & for preventing 


the, 2 320 
i By : 

Falkland (Charles), ala.” hiftory of, 
a i e*sy bed 

Fancy, the rambles of,... 3“, boy 
Farewell ode tor 1786, . 4: , 64 
Fatal attachment, the, - 149 
Father, the affeGionate, : 147 
Fearon’s treatafe-on.cancers, 229 


Fielding’s hackney=coach rates, . 398 
Fi ife’s life of Margaret Nicholfon, 

398 
Fitzgerald (Geo. Robert), efq. cafe of 


319 

Fletcher (tev. John), tribute to the 
- memory of, 67 
Folly triumphant, 234 
Foreign siterary intelligenec, 50, 136 
216, 291, 371, 449 

Forfier’s hiftory of the dilcoveries aud 
voyages made in the North, 330, 
409 

Fowler’s (Dr.) medical reports of ~ 

effects of arfenic, 





Fragment on Shak{peare, 348 

a Chinefe, 409 
Francis’s conflagration, 390 
Franklia’s (Dr.) fermons, 174 


Free accefs to God by a mediator, 70 
French officer, memoirs of a, 393 


Friend; the rere 239 

Game laws, from Hen IIL 319 

General tariff for the cuftom.houfes ef 

Ruffia, . 73 

a s facred dramas, = 
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Gronth of wine an England, differ- 
tation on the, 97 


Gudliver revived, 79. 


Backncy-coach rates, 398 
Hampion-court, furvey of the conntry 


, ten miles round, ., 319 
Hands, commemeration of, 152 
Happy seleafe, the, 391 
Harley (Sophia), hiftory of, ibid. 


Harmony of the apoitles, abridgment 
of the, — 310 
Harold, a tragedy, 207 
Haftings (MVarren), efg- debate on 
the propofed impeachment of, 72.— 
Articlesof chargeof high crimes and 
mifdemeanorsagaintt, 73.—Review 
of the ftate of Bengal, 466.— 
Memoirs relative to the ftate of 
India, ibjd.—Prefemt ftate of the 


Eaft Indies, ibid. 
Helen, the rape pf, _ 150 
Henderfon, letters and poems of Mr. 


34 

Henry and Acafto, 233 
Here, the porthern, 240. 
Higgins’s (Dr.) experiments and ob- 
fervations relating to acetous air, 
&c. . 88 
Hijit’s Henry and Acatto, 233 
Hiftoire de Y academie royal des fci- 
ences, 302, 377 
Hiforica! and critical memoirs of M, 
de Voltaire, 27.—Memoirs of the 
Jrith Bards, 177. Narrative of the 
difcovery of New Holland and New. 
South Wales, 446 
Hifory (natural) of curions and un- 
conimon zaophytes, 1.—Of Athens, 
6.—-Of the calyph Vathek, 37.-—Of 
the art. of engraving in mezze- 
tinto, 153.—Of the, Auftrian Nes 
therlands, 1$7.<+@f modern Eu- 
mope, 20gh++ Of Philip» Hl.~ of 

~ Spain, 22g.’ Of:count Gleichen, 


235.—Of the difcoveriesand voyages © 


made in thesNorth, 330, 40g. 
Of the miniftry of Jefus Chrift,.389, 
Of Charles: Wharton and mils 
Sophia Harley, 391.~-Of Charles 
) Faldand,! cfg. and mifs Louia 
Saville, 39m-+Of Sophia Nelfon, 


a? ' 1g 

Hedgfon's {Dr.}otranflation of »Solos 
*-mon’s Song, 424 
Hokroft’s tranflation of Genlis’sfacred 
» dramas, 192:++Of Caroline of Lichts 
field, 199:+Amorous:tale of Peter 

. the Leng, ids profi agg 
Holland, a trip toywol.TI. . 1. .. 99 
Hobucl’s new experiment for the 


prevention of crimes; 239.— Differs 
tations on the origin, &c.' of 
intelligent beings, &c. 412 
Holz’s characters of the- kings and 
queens of England, 477 
Horfley’s (Dr.) letters in reply to Dr. 
Prieftley, 265—Dr. Prieitley’s let- 
ters to, Part IJ.’ 268. Part IIT; 
271.—-Remarks on Prieftley’s let- 
ters Part H, 270 
Howlett’s enquiry into the influence 
which enclofures have had upon 
population in England, fecond edit. 


395 
Hurry’s tables of intereft, 471 


Hurtley’s account of the natural curi- 
ofities in the environs of Malham, 
152 

Hution's (Dr.) mathematical tables, 
33, 113-—Compendious meafurer, 


471.—Key to hisarithmetic, 472 
Hyder Ally, life of, 80 
I. 

I’'H tell you what, 145 
Immortality of the foul, 63 
Tachbald’s 1’\\ tell you what, 145 


Inclofures, curfory remark on, 320 
Index (political) to the hiftories of 
Great Britain aad Ireland, - 467 
India, memoirs relative to the ftate of, 
466 

Indifcretions, juvenile, 26 
Infant baptifm, attempt to enforce 
the practice of, 69 
Innocent rivals, the, 149 
Inquiry into the properties of opium, 
130 

Infanity, obfervations on the nature; 
&c. of, 199° 
fatelligence, foreign literary, 50, 136; 
216, 302, 371, 449 

Intelligent beings, diflertation on the 
origin, &c. of, 412 
Intereft, tables of, 471 
Inflituticn (a new academical) fermon 
on occafion of, 308 
Introduion to aftronemy, AIS 
to arithmetic, 472 
Ireland’s life of the late Mr. Men- 
: derfon, ; “34 
{rife bards, memoirs of the, 177 


“¥ }. 
Febt's (Dr.) thoaghts on the conftru- 





» ation and poliry of — 156 
Fenyns (Soame), ef. lettersto, 432 
Ferningham’s poems, 63 


Fefus Chrift, hiftory of the miniftry of, 
“oad edit. 389 
Fews, letters to the, 318 


Jobson (Dr), effay on the life, &c. 
429 
Fourgat 


Phy 











Sournal’ of Mr. Blanchar@’s fourth 


voyage, - 79 

Fourney (a defcriptive) through Ger- 

many and France, 396 

ula to St. Prenx, 313 

uvenile indifcretions, 68 
K 


Kearfley’s tax-tables, 159. — Table of 
' trades, ibid. 
Key to Dr. Hutton’s arithmetic, 472 
King, the govud and righteous, 389 
King’s Bench, prefent practice of the 


court of, 473 
Kings and queens of England, cha- 
- racters of the, sa 477 


Kippis’s (Dr.) fermon off occafion of 
a new academical inftitution, 308 
Knight's tranflation of Voltaire’s ears 
of lord Chefterfield, 476 
L. 
Labourer, addrefs to the worthy, 70 
Laughton’s (Dr.) progrefs and efta- 
blifhment of Chriftianity, 418 
Lew’s difpofal of a perfon’s eftate 
who dies without a will or tefta- 


ment, 3d edit. 473 
Laws, the game, 319. — Of the le- 
giflature of New York, 472 


Eeéture on the fituation of the large 
bleod-vefiels of the extremities 314 
Le&ures on the creed of pope Pins IV, 


467 
Leigh’s (Dr.) inquiry into the p:oper- 
ties of opium, 130 


Leffons (eafy) fer young children, 160 
Letchworth (Thomas), life and cha- 
racter of. 476 
Letter by capt. J. Smith on the fate 
of the Negroe flaves, 127, — 
To a phyfician on animal mag- 
netifm, 158.—From Mr. Pigot 
to the right hon. Wm. Pitt, 316.— 
On the effects of the excefs of 4 
per-money, . 389 
Letters and poems by the late Mr. 
Henderfon, 34.— To the privy- 
council on the police, 3o.—By an 
American fpy, 155. —~ From the 
archdeacon of St. Alban’s, in reply 
to Dr. Prieftley, 320.—To Dr. 
Horfley, Part If. 268. Remarks 
on, 270.— To Br. Horiley, Part 
Ill. 271.—-To the Jews, 31i.— 
Of Albanicus to the people of 
England, 316.—On Egypt, 337; 
436.— Of Orellana, 388.— To 
Soame Jenyns, efq. 432 
Lettfom (Dr.), reprefentation of his 
conduc at the election of a phy- 
fician for the Finfbury difpen- 
fary, 395.—Vindication of it, ibid. 
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Liberty and commerce, thoughts on, 
: _ 157 
Life of Hyder Ally, 80.—Of Mar- 


garet Nicholfon, 383.—Of Thomas 
Letchworth, 476 
Lift of bankrupts, 473 


Literary (foreign) intelligence, 50, 
13°, 216, 0%; 371, 449 

Little fpelling-book for children, 160 
Lodge, St. Peter’s, 67 
London, furvey of the country fifteen 
miles round, 319.—Outlines of a 
plan for patrolling and weeny 
3 

Louis Renc-Edouard de Rohan, as 
morial of, F 78 
Lovelafs’s \aw’s difpofal of a perfon's 
eftate who dies without a will or 





teftament, 3d edit. 473 
Lucas’s (Henry) Alnwick’s condo- 
lence, 233 
(Robert) fermons on Sunday 
{chools, 366, 367 
Lues venerea, enquiry into the origin 
and antiquity of the, 62 
Lucifer (adventures of), in London, 
1 
Lucubrations, 28 


Lyun’s cafe of a lady who had the 
{mall-pox during pregnancy, 314 
Lyric odes, more, 65 
M. 
Mac Mabon’s tranflation of thoughts 
on the mechanifm of fociety, 42 
Macartney (lord) and major-general 
Stuart, correfpondence between, 76 
Malbam, account of the natural curi- 


ofities in the environs of, sz 
Man naturally inclined to religion, 
SIL 

Manon ) Efcaut 149 
Manual of chemittry, 61 


Marine vermes, infects, &c, obferva- 
tions en, 196.—Schoet, propofal 
for eftablffhing a, at fea, 320 

Martin’s Aurelian’s vade mccum, 196 

Martyn’s {oldier’s and failor’s friend, 


158 

Matbematical tables 13, * 3 
Matlock, a poem, 23K 
Matthews’s life of Thomas Letch- 
worth, 476 
Meafurer, the compendious, 47" 
Medical reports of the cffe&s of 
arfenic, 32 


Members of the eftablifhment not liable 
to penalties inflicted on feditious 
and difloyal fe&taries, 317 

Memoir concerning the Drufes, 369 

Memoirs of the life, &c. of Vole 
taire, 27.——QOf baron de Tott, 

317- 
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_grz-—Appendix to, 120, 369.-—-Of 
‘Margaret Nicholfon, 160.—Of the 
Jrifi. bards, 177-—-Of a French 
' officer, 398. —Relati ive to the flate 


of India, 466 - 


Memorial of Louis-René-Edduard de 
Rohan, 78.—For the count Cag- 


* fioftro, ibid. 
Réerriman’s letter on the excefs of 
copper-money, 339 
Bilefiab, in fifty expofitory aes 
25 

BMezzstinto, hiftory of the art of en- 
graving in, 153 
Militia \aws, complete compendium 
of, 396. — Man’s friend, 476 
DMilman’s (Dr-) animadverfions on the 
nature and cure of dropfy, 230 
Mineraux des characteres exterieurs de, 
55 

Mirror, the, a poem, 23 
Mifcellaneous poctty, 131.—Works of 
the late Dr. Collignon, 359 
Modern Europe, hittory of, 209 
Moral and inftructive tales, 155 
More lyric odes for the royal academi- 
cians, 65 
Morris’s (capt) collection of fongs, 
313 


Munikboufon’s (baron) travels, &e. 79 
Mufic, poetry, — painting, 390 


Narrative of the 7: of mifs 
Fanny_Davies, 80.— Of a balloon 
excurfion from Chefter, 95.— Of 
the difcovery of New Holland and 
’ New South Wales, 446 

National debt, debate upon eftablith. 
ing a fund for the difcharge of 
the, 72 

Natural hiftory of zoophytes, 1.— 
Philofophy, experiments and ob- 
fervations relating to, 81 

Nature, effay on the inveftigation of 
the firft principles of, Part Il. 20 

5 roe flaves, letter on the ftate of 

127 

Nilfor s (James) affectionate father, 

147 
——— (S phia), hiftory of, 469 
Netherlands (Auftrian), fketc! nes of 


the, 187 
Nevinfon’s obfervations on the ufe of 
crude mercury, 231 


New experiment for the prevention of 
crimes, 239.—Annual regiiter for 
1785, 289.—Holland and South 
Wales, narrative of the difcovery of, 
446.—York, laws of the legifla- 

“ture of, 472 


WNewton’sMefliah, 958 





Nicholfon (Margaret), memoirs oe 


160. —Life of, 

————~"s (Wm.) abftra& of ads’. a 
parliament for preventing the ex- 
portation of wool, &c. 329 

North, hiftory of. the difcoveries aud 


voyages made in the, 330, 404 
Northermhero, the, 240 
Northumberlaud (duke of) elegy to 

the memory of the, 23 

Nova Scotia, prefent fate of, 12 
Numi{mata Settitg, 108 


Oifervations os lke laft debate upon 


the Delht negociations, &c. 72.— 
On the mature, &c. of infanity, 
190.+-On the marie vermes, in- 
_ fects, &c. 196, — On the ufe of 
crude mercury, 231.—On the dan- 
ger of copper and beil-metal in 
pharmaceutical and chemical ope 
rations, ibid.—On the ufe of opium, 
.252.—On the city of Tunis, 282.— 
On the application for a law to pro- 
hibit the, ,importation of foreign 
melafles, 315. On the ufe and 
abufe. of the practice of the law,,. 
, 47 
Ode on the immortality of the foul, 
63.—Peter Pindar’s farewel, 64.— 
Addreffed to the fociety of univer- 
fal good-will, 67.— Prefented te 


the kingat Blenheim, — - 313 
Odes (more lyric) to the royal acade= 
micians, 5 65 
Officer, the difbanded, 203 


O’Gallagher’s effay on the inveftiga- 
tion of the fix principles of nature, 


part Il. 20 
Olive’s mufic, poetry and painting, 
: 390 
Olivia, or deferted bride, ~ 468 
Quiario, the cacique of, 392 


Opium, inquiry into the Properties - 


Opufenla chemica and phyfica, vol. TL 
22a 43s 

Orellana, \etters of, 

Origin, nature, &c. of eallinant 


beings, diflertation on, ~~ 412 

Out-lines of*a plan for patrolling ,and 

watching London,’ , 388 
P. 


Pacific ocean, capt. Cook’s lft orage 
to the, 399 
Papers (ftate) collected by lord Cha 
rendon, vol. III, .., . 161, 272 


Paradis’s hiftorical memoir, concerning 


the Drufes, 369 
Parife workhoufes, effay on, 238 
———— officers companion, 398 
arfon' s 
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Peacock’s (mifs) rambles of fancy, 393 
Perfidy punithed, 236 
Peter's (St.) lodge, 67 
———-— the Long, amours tale of, 474 
bilip Ill. of Spain, hhiftory of, 213 
bilofophical tranflatidns; vol. LX XVI. 
part J, 1 OPAH" Bar, 453 
Pickering’s difcourfe-on the‘do@trine of 


attachments, * 157 
Pieces, dramatic; 148 
‘Pigot’s letter to’ Mr. Pitt, on taxation, 

316 
Pindar’s (Peter) farewel ode for 
“ 4786, 64 
Pins 1V.(pope), lectures on the creed 

of,“ 467 
Pian for patrolling and watching the 

ftreets of London, 3338 

Plot (the) inveftigated, 1€0 
Poetical effays, 422 
Pogonologia, 318 
Political index to the hiftories of Great 

Britain and freland, 467 

Praéice of furgery, 229.—Of the 
» court of king’s bench, 473 


Prefent ftate of Nova Scotia, 128.— 
Practice of Surgery, 229. — State 
of the Eaft Indies, 466.—Practice 
of the court of king’s bench, 473 

Pricfiley’s (Dr.) experiments and ob- 
fervations relating to natural phi- 
lofophy, vol, II. 81.—Letters to 

‘Dr. Horfley, Part II. 268. Re- 
matks on, 270.—Part II]. 271.— 





Letters to the Jews, 31 
Prifons, thoughts on the conftruction 
and polity of, 156 
Prints of fcripture hiftory, 238 
defcription of, ibid. 

Private foldier’s and militia-man’s 
friend, 476 


Proceedings for Sunday fchools, 363 
Progrefs aud eftablifhment of Chri- 
ftianity, 418 
Propofais for eftablifhing at fea a ma- 
rine {chool, ? 320 
Pfalm:, the book of, illuftrated, . 66 
Punfuation, elements of, 73 
Purley, the diverfions of, 47 
R 


R—, a flight view 8f the village 
and ichool of, 352 
Rambles of fancy, 392 
of Helen, 150 
Reed’s edition of Shakfpeare’s plays, 


321 
inald du Bra 46 
Qoifer the neahahitell for 1785, 389 
Remarks on Dr. Prieftley’s fecond let- 
ters to the archdeacon of St. Al- 
ban’s, 270.—Curfory, on inclofures, 









g20.—Of M. de Pyffunnel on the® 
baron de Tott, anfwer to, 329-— 
On the addrefs to the Roman ca- 
tholics of America, 396° 
Reply to Gibbon’s vindication of the 
hiftory efthe decline and fall of the 
Roman empire, q2t 
Report from the committee of the 
- houfe of commtons relating to the 
public mcome and expenditure, “71 
Reports of the effects of arfenic in 


the cure of agues, &c. 3% 
Reprefentation of the condu& of Dr. 
Lettfom, 395. — Vindication of, 
ibid. 

Review of the controverfy between 
Dr. Carro'l and the rev. meff. 
Wharton and Hawkins, 158.— 
Of the ftate of Bengal, 466 
Richard Ceeur de Lion, 391 
Robfon’s life of Hyder-Ally, $0 
Roman catholics of America, remarks 
on the addrefs to the, 396 
Rome de I'Tfle’s charaéterers-exterieurs 
des mineraux, 55 
Royal academicians, the, 319 
Rufiin’s anfwer to Peyffonnel’s remarks 
on baron de Tott, 369 
Rufia, general tariff for the cuftom 
houfes of, 73 

S. 

Sabbath, the, a fermon, 365 
Sacred dramas, 102 


St. Alban’s, letters from the archdea- 
con of, in reply to Dr. Prieftley, 265 
—Remarks:on Dr. Prieftley’s fe- 
cond le:ters to, - 270 

St. Prieux, Julia to, 313 

Sauffure’s voyage dans les Alpes, 383 

Savary’s letters on Egypt, 337, 436 

Saville (m:fs Sophia) hittory of, 392 

Savoy, defcription of the Glaciers of, 

141, 298 

Schools (Sunday), proceedings for, 363. 

—Scrmons on, 365, 366; 367, 368 


Scotia numifmata, 108 
Scripture hiftory, 2 feries of printsof, 

238 —Defcription of, ibid. 
Seeing is believing, 235 


Semple (James Geo.) life of, 240 
Senate, beauties of the Britifh, 239 
Serses of Prints of f{cripture hiftory, 
* 238.—Defcription of, ibid. 
Serious addrefs to the proprietors of 
India Stuck, 74.— Admonition to 
the public on the intended thief- 
coleny at Botany bay, 446 
Servants friend, the, 239 
Sewen. letters to the privy conncil, on 
the ores poe 5 3 80 
Shak/peare’s play, Reed’s edition of, 321 
i ra Shaw's 
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Shaw's Sketches of the hiftory of the. 


_ Auftrian Netherlands, 187 
Sherlock’ s fragment on Shakfpeare, 343 
Sheridan's prefent practice of the court 
..of king’s bench, 473 
Short addrefs on the pay of the Irith 
_» army, 70.—Effay on the propaga- 

. tion and difperfion of animals and 

vegetables, 237.—Effay on baptifm, 
309.—Treatife on the inftitution of 
corporations, 475.—-Account of the 

. late Dr. John Parfons, &c. 476 
Siege of Curzola, fongsinthe, 235 
Singular cafe of a lady, who had the 

imall pox during pregnancy, 314 
Sieete’s (Dr.). reprefentation of the 
conduct of Dr. Lettfom, 395 
Soldiers and failorsfriend, the, 153 
Solomon's Song, 24, 
Songs, &c. in the fiege of Curzola, 235 
Steel’s elements of punctuation, 73 
Stefe’s. man naturally inclined to re- 
gion, 311 
Sirange’s fermon at Beffels Green, 
Kent, 70 
Summer {eafon, defcription of the va- 

_ rious {cenes of the, 312 

Sunday {chools, proceedings for, 363, 
—Sermons on, 365, 366, 367, 368 
Surgery, prefent practice of, 229 
Survey of the country ten miles round 
Hampton-court, 319.—Fifteen ntiles 
round London, ibid. 
Switzerland, remarkable views in the 
mountains of, 316 


Syfem of bankrupt laws, 473 
me 


Fuble of trades, 159 
Tables; mathematical, 13, 113. — 
Tax, 159.—Of Intereft, 471 
Jales of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, 76,—Moral and inftruc- 
tive, 155.—Romances, apvlogues, 
anecdote, and novels, 236 
Tariff for the cuftom-houfes of Ruflia, 
73 

Tax tables, 15g 
Theological repofitory, vol. IV. 3.53 
Thoughts onthe mechanifm of focieties; 
42.—On'the conftruction of prifons, 
¥56.—On commerce and liberty, 

_ ibid.—On the bill for regulating the 
export and import of corn, 315 
Tinwell’s treatife of practical arith- 

" . metic, &c. 
Toulinin’s (Dr.) eternity of the world, 
: i 237 

(Mr.) wr on baptifm, 309, 
Towers’s (ir) eflay on the life, &c. 


ef Dr. S. Johnfon, 429 


William's {Helen Maria) poems, 


472° 


Trades, table of, 159 
Traité relatif a la table gravee por 
conjugaifon des verbes Francois 
& Anglois, 475 
Tranfaétions philofophical,vo!.LX XVI. 
part. I. 241, 353-—Of the fociety 
for the encouragement of arts, 
&c. vol, 1V. ~ 248 
Travels of haron Munikhoufon, © 79 
Treatife on the afthma, 17.—Upon 
gont, 132.—-On cancers, 2d edit. 
229.—Of practical arithmetic, 472. 
—On the inftitution of corporaticns, 
Tribute to the memory-of the sok 
John Fletcher, 67 
Trinmer’s (Mrs.) little fpelling-book, 
160.—Eafy leffons for young chil- 
dren, ibid.— Servants friend,. 2 
Trinity, a defence of the doctrine, of 
the, ’ 3¢9 
Trip to Holland, vol. Hi. 75 
Triumph of benevolence, 312 
Tunis, obfervations on, 232 
Turnbull’s enquiry into the origin and 
antiquity of the lues venérea, 62 
Turner’ sfermonrecommending Sunday 
{chools, 365 
U. 


Ufe and abufe of the practice of the 
law, 473 
Vv 


Varnifo (Anthony) adventures of, 
i 

¥enn's good and righteous king, 389 

Village annals, “A 293 

Vipre’s differtation of the growth of 
wine in England, "7 

Vow, the widow’s 234 

WwW. 

Weddred’s apology for the permiffion 
of natural and moral eval jn a flate 
of trial, 396 

Wef?s (Mrs.), mifcellaneous poetry, 

: 23t 

Wharton (Charles) hiftory of, 491 

W bite’s (Dr.) prefent ftate of furgery, 

229 

234 

62 
17t 


Widew's vow, the, 


Wilfon’s (bifhop) Bible, 
Withers’s treatife on the afthma, 17 
W orkhoujes (parifh), eflay on, 238 
Works, mifcellaneous, of Dr.Collignon; 
359 


World, etcrnity of the, 237 
Y | 


Young’ s hiftory of Athens, 6 
Z 


Zoriada, or the village annals, 293 
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